The Gospel of John 14:1-11

Intro:
· Open Bibles to The Gospel of John chapter 14
· We are working our way through John’s gospel
· Today we begin chapter 14
· We find ourselves in the upper room with Jesus and his disciple
· Just prior to Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion
· In Chapter 13 Jesus told his disciple that he was going away
· This news was very unsettling to them
· Especially Peter
· Here in the beginning of John 14 Jesus is trying to comfort them
· Today’s I’m going to read a few verses and commentate
· Let’s begin with verses 1-3

Verses 1-3
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 
· Chapter 14 begins with words of comfort
· Don’t let your hearts be troubled
· Trust God
· Trust me
· Greek word used here for believe comes from the root word pistis meaning trust
· It’s an action word, a verb
· Faith is an action, based upon a belief, sustained by confidence
· I take the action of walking across the floor, based upon the belief that it will hold me up, sustained by the confidence that it has held me up before.
· Basically, pistis means trust
· I trust the floor
· Jesus is telling his closest friends
· Trust the Father
· Trust me
· Don’t worry

· In verses 2-3 Jesus goes on to say that: 
· The Father has a big, big house with lots and lots of rooms
· He, Jesus, is going to prepare a place for them
· Then he’s coming back to take them
· So they can be together
· All of this is to comfort and encourage them
· Specifically comforting to their concern about Jesus’ leaving
· The word take In verse 3
· And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.
· The Greek verb used here is: 
· paralambano (pä-rä-läm-bä'-nō)
· It’s the word used for a bridegroom coming to take his bride. 
· As in the taking of a wife
· Wedding ceremony: “do you take this woman to be your lawfully wedded wife? To have and to hold from this day forward…”
· In the culture of Jesus’ day a bridegroom would go and prepare a place for his betrothed
· A place for them to live together
· And when it was ready he would come back for her to take her to their new dwelling place
· Jesus The Bridegroom "takes" us The Bride of Christ through his death and resurrection. 
· His "coming back" here refers to his "coming" to live within believers…
· To make His dwelling in our hearts by the Holy Spirit
· Which we’ll see later in this gospel

Verses 4-6
You know the way to the place where I am going.”

Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 
· A word about Thomas (a little rabbit trail)
· Thomas is mentioned 12 times in the Gospels
· Once in Matthew
· Once in Mark
· Once in Luke
· Once in Acts
· And 8 times in John
· He was also known by the name Didymas (dē'-dü-mos)
· Both names meaning twin
· Sometimes defined as: double or two fold
· Traditionally known as “Doubting Thomas”
· For doubting that the rest of the disciples had actually seen Jesus after the resurrection
· But I like to remember him for his statement in John 20:28
· “My Lord and my God”
· The first of the disciples to recognize Jesus as Lord AND God.
· He is said to have travelled outside the Roman Empire to preach the Gospel, 
· Travelling as far as India
· It’s recorded that in AD 52 Thomas baptized several people in India.
· The tradition among Christians in India is that Thomas was speared to death near Madras
· That’s why he’s often pictured holding a spear.
· There is a document that some call the Gospel of Thomas
· It didn’t make the cut and isn’t consider part of the canon of scripture
· It was discovered near Egypt in 1945
· By some kids
· The writings were in sealed jars which the kids broke 
· And then manhandled the manuscripts
· It clams to contain about 100 saying of Jesus that Thomas heard and recorded
· Some are not found anywhere in what we know as the gospels
· But some do align well with what’s found in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John
· For example
· Jesus said, Look, the sower went out, took a handful (of seeds), and scattered (them). Some fell on the road, and the birds came and gathered them. Others fell on rock, and they didn't take root in the soil and didn't produce heads of grain. Others fell on thorns, and they choked the seeds and worms ate them. And others fell on good soil, and it produced a good crop: it yielded sixty per measure and one hundred twenty per measure.
· Sounds a lot like the parable of the sower in Mark 4, Matthew 13 and Luke 8
· Anyway, that’s enough on Thomas…
· back to today’s text
· Thomas, is no doubt speaking for the group when he says:
· Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”
· In other words - We don’t get it!
· How can we know the way when we don’t even know where you’re going?
· And yet again Jesus answers in an unexpected way
· I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
· Another of the most profound statements in all of scripture
· Last week is was a new command to love one another as he has loved us
· This week it is that Jesus is THE way, THE truth and THE Life!
· And that he is the ONLY way to God the Father
· OK, let’s dig into this…

· Remember, it’s all about relationship!
· The Trinity existed before the Universe
· From this circle of perfect love they created us
· So that we could be with them
· Fully and freely with them in loving relationship
· And for a time God walked with Adam and Eve as friends in the cool of the day
· Exactly what God wanted – friendship with humanity
· Exactly what we were created for – close relationship
· Then the serpent created a wedge of distrust between God and people
· And trust was broken
· Jesus came to restore that trust relationship
· OF COURSE Jesus is the only way to the Father
· It couldn’t possibly be anyone else
· He’s part of the relationship!
· He is God
· And he came to us
· He didn’t meet us half way
· He came all the way to us
· AND!!!
· He’s the only one in all of creation that could endure the antidote for sin and set us free
· No other being could have done what he did
· Guys, listen to me - It’s all about relationship!
· Every other false religion is about performance and behavior
· Our performance 
· Our behavior
· With Jesus it’s all about what he’s done for us
· Not what we do for him!
· He doesn’t NEED us to do anything for him
· He wants our love!
· He passionately desires friendship with you!
· Of course no one comes to the Father but by him
· Jesus and the Father are perfectly one
· There could be no other way!
· If we misunderstand the nature of the Trinity
· We miss everything Jesus says here
· When Jesus states plainly that he is:
· The Way
· The Truth 
· The Life
· It would seem arrogant, exclusive and elitist
· Unless we understand the nature of the Trinity and the purpose of our creation. 
· Unless we understand that perfect Freedom and perfect Love created us to share in their relationship…
· It’s impossible to understand how it is that Jesus is…
· The ONLY way
· The ONLY truth
· The Only Life
· And that NOONE comes to the Father except through Jesus
· Does that make sense?
· It’s not exclusivity or elitism
· It’s the only way up that mountain
· Jesus is God and the only way to God
· Not logistically or legally…
· But Relationally!

Verses 7-11
If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”

Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”

Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. 
· After three years together they still don’t get it
· Blinded by religion and tradition they can see Jesus but they can’t see the Father
· I don’t judge them
· The same is true of us to this day
· Nearly every Christian I know view the Father, Son and Spirit separately
· Most want little to do with the Father and nothing to do with the Spirit
· Father is the mean one
· Jesus is the nice one
· And the Holy Spirit is the weird one
· We want nice Jesus
· Who could blame them?
· But what if Jesus’ words are true?
· What if:
· Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.
· What if everything Jesus has said and done is a perfect representation of the Father?
· What if He and the Father AND the Holy Spirit really are that good?
· I say they are!
· It’s not good cop bad cop here
· It’s all good!
· If your mental picture of God the Father looks anything other than Jesus…
· It’s time for a new picture of the Father
· Because Jesus said, and I quote:
· Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.
· A word about verse 11
· Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. 
· Where was the Father at the cross?
· Theology and Hollywood would have us believe that the Father was some distant observer to the work of the cross
· I don’t believe it for a second
· As it has always been from before the beginning
· The Father was in the Son
· And the Son in the Father
· The Father was in the Son reconciling the world to himself at the cross
· A fully active participant in restoring our broken relationship
· 2 Corinthians 5:17-19
· Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.
· We desperately need a new image of the Father
· He loves us with a great and lavishly love!

Pray:
· Jesus, show us the Father
· Open our eyes to see him as he truly is

Ministry Time:
· If you need a new picture of God the father come up for prayer
· If you have any need at all
· Physical, spiritual, emotional
· Come for prayer today
· As the worship team leads us in a final song

