The Gospel of John 8:1-11

Introduction
· Open bibles to John 8
· We’ve worked our way through about a third of John’s Gospel
· Today we begin chapter eight with a powerful encounter
· Jesus and the woman caught in adultery
· Read and Pray: John 8:1-11

1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.

2 At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 In the Law, Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” 6 They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him.

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 7 When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.

9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?”

11 “No one, sir,” she said.

“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”

Before we get into the text let me address a footnote
· The NIV adds this footnote at the end of John 7
· [The earliest manuscripts and many other ancient witnesses do not have John 7:53—8:11. A few manuscripts include these verses, wholly or in part, after John 7:36, John 21:25, Luke 21:38 or Luke 24:53.]
· Let me explain
· From the manuscript evidence currently available…
· It seems unlikely that John 7:53 through John 8:11 was part of the original text of John's gospel
· Or at least it wasn’t in this place.
· The majority of ancient Greek manuscripts omit this section
· Many later manuscripts mark this section with asterisks
· Some manuscripts locate it differently, for example:
· One group of manuscripts inserts it after Luke 21:38
· A few have this section after John 21:24
· And one has it after John 7:36
· All this reveals to us is that the ancient scribes were unaware of its exact position in the gospel,
· But they were eager to keep it in the gospel records.
· In other words… 
· They knew it belonged, but they just didn't know exactly where.
· Some ancient Christians(like Augustine (Awe-gus-teen)and Ambrose omitted this story
· Not because of the textual evidence, 
· But because they thought that it made Jesus appear to condone sexual immorality.
· However, most scholars note that it is both historical and factual. 
· Early Christian writers mention this event as soon as the early second century (100 A.D.). 
· We have every reason to believe that this actually happened, and that John really wrote this.
· And, in my humble opinion, 
· It just sounds like something the Jesus John describes would do.
· On to John 8

Verses 1-2
1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives 2 At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them.
· If Jesus had favorite places during His earthly life, 
· The Mount of Olives was certainly one of them. 
· He spent much time there.
· He often traveled over it on His way to Bethany to visit His friend Lazarus. 
· His end time prophetic word from Matthew 24 was given from the Mount of Olives 
· The Triumphal Entry of Jesus riding on a Donkey into Jerusalem took place over and down the Mount of Olives (Luke 19:28-44). 
· Jesus prayed there with His disciples just before His arrest in Luke 22 
· The Garden of Gethsemane is located on the lower slope of the Mount of Olives 
· It’s where Jesus was arrested
· And where Peter struck the servant of the high priest with a sword and cut off his ear.  Luke 22
· And Jesus reattached it miraculously
· Jesus appeared to the disciples on the Mount of Olives after His Resurrection
· And it’s from the Mount of Olives that Jesus ascended into heaven. (Acts 1:1-12)
· I get the impression that it was a favorite place to pray.
· Do you have a favorite place to pray?
· I’ve had some spiritual “hot spots” where it was easier for me to connect.

· A Very Public Jesus
· Even though the Chief Priest and the Pharisees want to kill him Jesus continues his very public ministry in the temple courtyards
· A common place where people gathered
· On a personal note, I like that he sat down while he taught
· Matthew Henry’s Commentary notes concerning Jesus’ posture that: 
· “He sat down, and taught, as one having authority, and as one that intended to abide by it for some time.”
· Additionally, take note that verse 2 says that:
· all the people gathered around him
· this is a constant point of contention for the Pharisees
· Jesus popularity among the masses is perceived as a threat to both their position and their base of political and religious power.

Verses 3-6
A Trap is Set
3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 In the Law, Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” 6 They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger.
· OK, we have the benefit of hindsight but…
· How deceived do you have to be
· As a religious leader
· To “set-up” someone who disagrees with you?
· Where’s the morality in that?
· But wait, there’s more! 
· It gets worse, much worse!
· To get the upper hand in a theological debate 
· To secure their position and power
· They put a woman’s life at risk!
· Make no mistake; this could have ended very badly for this woman.
· So, they’ve set a trap for Jesus. 
· The teachers of the law and the Pharisees set this trap
· These religious professionals set the trap
· They think they’ve got him in a no win situation
· If Jesus says, "Let her go," then it seems that He breaks the Mosaic Law. 
· If he says, "Execute her for the crime of adultery," then Jesus seems harsh and He breaks Roman law
· You see, Rome had taken away the right of Jews to officially execute people for religious offenses.
· David Guzik in his Commentary on John 8 asks a question:
· Did they really execute people for adultery in Israel? 
· His answer:
· “It is true that adultery was a capital offense under Jewish law, but the rules for evidence in capital cases were extremely strict. The actual act had to be observed by multiple witnesses who agreed exactly in their testimony. So, as a practical matter, virtually no one was executed for adultery, since this is a private sin.”
· These wretched, evil, wicked men used this woman as a weapon against Jesus.
· They don’t give a rip about actual righteousness
· It’s just a set up
· And she’s their pawn
· Makes me furious!
· Get this, they claim that: 
· this woman was caught in the act of adultery 
· The KJV puts verse 4 this way:
· 4 They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act.
· In the very act?
· Think about it, what does that mean?
· How do you catch someone in the very act?
· We’re they peaking in the window?
· We’re they hiding behind the curtains?
· And by the way – where’s the man?
· My understanding is that adultery isn’t a solitary act.
· Could it be that “the man” was actually one of them?
· One of the teachers of the law or the Pharisees?
· I find no evidence of this other than it would resolve the “in the very act” question.
· Whoever the man was it’s clear that the teachers of the law and the Pharisees…
· Though they could clearly see the sin in others, they were absolutely blind to their own sin.

Jesus Doesn’t take the Bait
· I love that Jesus doesn’t take the bait here
· He doesn’t allow them to dictate his response
· Verse 6 tells us that: Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger
· The KJV adds: “as though he heard them not”
· Jesus ignores them
· As if He never even heard them.
· Why did Jesus ignore them? 
· Some commentators think it was because He despised them
· Others say that He was embarrassed for the woman's sake
· And still others say that He was horrified at what these men did to her.
· I’m inclined to agree with being horrified
· Sometimes when faced with a religious spirit manifesting in a rabidly self righteous individual all you can do is shut your mouth and shake your head in disbelief
Jesus wrote on the ground
· What did Jesus write? 
· Many have speculated but honestly no one knows for certain. 
· He may have written their names in the ground
· Or maybe their sins
· Or the names of their mistresses 
· Maybe he just scribbled
· Or he may have followed a Roman judicial practice…
· And wrote out His sentence before pronouncing it.
· Maybe he scribbled a scripture verse in the sand, say something like… Exodus 23:1 NKJV
· Do not put your hand with the wicked to be an unrighteous witness.
· Whatever he wrote, he eventually stopped, stood, and address them.

Verses 7-8
7 When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. 
· In Jewish law, it was the witnesses to the capital offense that had the responsibility to begin the stoning. 
· So when Jesus said:
· “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 
· He could have been asking for the witness
· And just maybe the second half of this joint sin
· But I think it was more than that.
· I think Jesus was demonstrating extravagant mercy and amazing grace toward the Teachers of the Law and The Pharisees.
· Though they hated him, wanted to kill him and horrifically abused this woman
· Jesus showed them great love
· No doubt, Jesus could have used revelatory gifts to confront them and displayed all of their sins publically like they did hers
· But he isn’t like them
· Instead he gives them the choice they never gave her
· To quietly walk away
· Privacy in tact
· Now that’s mercy
· Not giving them what they deserve.
· I think in one sentence Jesus communicates and demonstrates the truth of another power portion of scripture: Luke 6:37-42
· 37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 39 He also told them this parable: “Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not both fall into a pit? 40 The student is not above the teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like their teacher. (could this be a pointed statement to the disciples of the Pharisees?) 41 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 42 How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.
· The reality is that, with the exception of Jesus, not a person in attendance that day in the temple court was “without sin”.
· Neither is anyone in this temple court today
· There would be no stone throwing that day
Verse 9
9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 
· Why did they leave in this order? 
· It could be a social dynamic,
· The younger following the lead of the older
· The juniors taking their cues from the seniors members in attendance
· Or perhaps the oldest left first because they most easily understood that Jesus was talking about them.
· Some commentators speculate that what Jesus was actually writing on the ground were the sins of the accusers
· Beginning with the oldest 
· That would have most likely been the highest ranking Pharisee
· And when they left, he went to the next oldest in attendance and wrote out their sins in the sand
· Oldest to youngest until they all left
· No one knows for sure
· Jesus could have easily shamed these men publically
· And if he had I would have cheered
· But he didn’t
· Because he’s much better than me
· And He’s much better than them
· He just lets them walk away

Verses 10-11 
Jesus and the Woman
10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 11 “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”
· With her accusers gone, there was no one left to condemn the woman
· And certainly not Jesus
· Remember John 3:17?
· For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
· How about Romans 8:1?
· “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”
· Here we see those words put into practice perfectly and beautifully.
· James 2:13 says that:
· Mercy triumphs over judgment.
· Yes it does
· It did that day
· Especially for that woman.
· I just love Jesus!

So, what’s our Monday morning take away?
· Concerning others…
· Let’s throw away our stones
· Let’s not throw them at anyone
· Let’s just drop them
· Let’s let them go
· We have a choice, we always have a choice
· Let’s choose NOT to judge
· How about this:
· Look for an opportunity this week to practice mercy
· Look for someone – some situation where you can give someone what they don’t deserve: mercy.
· Concerning yourself
· There is no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus
· You are not condemned
· I have good news for you today
· God loves you
· He’s for you
· He’s with you
· He hasn’t written you off
· He hasn’t condemned you
· He didn’t condemn her and he doesn’t condemn you
· It’s not why he came
· Remind yourself of that truth, that profound reality this week
· As often as needed
· Let’s pray
· Lord we drop our stones
· We forgive our accusers
· We forgive those who have sinned against us
· Make us more like you
· Give us your heart
· That we might love like you love and extend mercy and grace to others as you have extended it to us.
