Basic Bible Study Tips

I Intro
1 Open Bibles to Ephesians 3

2 I want to do something different today
A I have been teaching through the Gospel of John
a I’ve been studying the text and from that study preparing messages for you
b I’ve been cooking a meal for you to enjoy
i Hopefully for have been enjoying it
c Today I want to teach you to cook

3 Today: Teach you to do basic bible study
A I want to give you some practical tips on how to study the bible for yourselves
B When our children still lived at home we taught them various skills
a How to cook
b How to do laundry
c How to drive
d Open their own bank accounts and how to balance a check book
e Practical life skill that would enable them to live as adults independent of their parents
C We will always be their mom and dad
a We will always love them
b They will always love us
c But they will not always live in our house
d They need to the ability to live on their own
e Makes sense, right?
D Let’s make a spiritual application
a Though I’m happy – honored to cook a spiritual meal for you each Sunday and have you eat (as it were) at my table…
b It’s important that you have the ability to feed yourselves the other six days of the week.
c So, this morning I’m taking a break from my series on the Gospel of John to over you some…
d Basic Bible Study Tips
e Let’s use a few of my favorite verse from Ephesians 3

4 Read & Pray Ephesians 3:14-21
A 14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge - that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen.
B Question:
a Have you ever read through a text like this and been confused by one of St. Paul’s run on sentences?
b Yeah, me too.
c Let’s use this as a sample today today – I’ll get back to it
d First let’s talk about tools

II Tools
1 Basic Tool Kit
A Bible, pen and a notepad
a Can do some study
i If that’s all you’ve got you can easily do some bible study

2 Intermediate Tool Kit
A a computer with a good internet connection
a I highly recommend this
i Much less expensive than building a library
· 35 years and thousands of dollars
· I’ve built a vast personal library
· I love my books
· But I don’t recommend it for you
· Almost every volume I own is available online 
· In many cases they’re free
· Or at least cheaper
· Plus pages on your computer screen are easier to manage than books open across the dining room table
b Two Excellent, Free, Bible Websites
i Biblegateway.com
· Dozens of translations
· Good word search tools
ii Blueletterbible.org
· Based on KJV
· Excellent online version of Strong’s Concordance
· A handful of commentaries
· Many from a Calvary Chapel Perspective
c If you don’t own a computer
i Most public libraries offer free internet access

3 Advanced Tool Kit
A Various Translations of the Bible
a Bible Gateway offers 46 different translation free online
i They also offer an excellent app – also free
b Personally I enjoy
i NIV for preaching
ii NASB for accuracy and study
iii Amplified Bible for additional insight
iv The Message for reading
B Concordance
a Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible is the most popular
i Based on KJV
b Other popular options include:
i Young’s Analytical  Concordance
· Also based on KJV
ii NIV Exhaustive Concordance 
· Based on the NIV
C Commentaries
a Commentaries are exactly what the title suggest: 
i They are someone else’s comments on the bible text
b Often based upon excellent research and a lifetime of study
i And… often influenced by:
· Personal experience
· Historical context in which they were written
· Something written 500 years ago may not fit seamlessly into today’s culture
· Theological perspective or Doctrinal bias
c Be careful of theological agendas
i Dispensationalist or cessationist read the bible with blinders on when it comes to the present day operation of the Gifts of Holy Spirit
d On Blueletterbible.org you can find many commentaries
i I’ve found these to be useful
· Jamieson, Fausset & Brown
· David Guizk
· The classic Matthew Henry
e Calvin’s Commentaries by John Calvin
i Also very good
· Expensive to own
· 22 volume set
· Harder to read
· Harder to find online
f When it comes to commentaries I recommend that you eat the meat and throw away the bones
i For example; I enjoy much of David Guzik’s work but don’t agree with all of his insights
ii We can easily disagree from paragraph to paragraph
D Bible Dictionaries and Word Studies
a Unger Bible Dictionary
b Smith’s Bible Dictionary
c Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words
d Vincent’s word Studies of the New Testament
E Church History Works
a Eerdman’s
i Handbook to the Bible
ii Handbook to the History of Christianity
F Theology
a Millard J. Erickson’s Christian Theology
i Balanced, giving all sides
· Classic, solid
b Renewal Theology by J. Rodman Williams
i Systematic theology from a charismatic perspective
G Life works of great men throughout history
a Jonathan Edwards
b John Wesley
c Smith Wigglesworth
d John G. lake
e Martin Luther
f A.W. Tozer
g B.B. Warfield
h G. Campbell Morgan 
i And so many others…
H Study Bibles
a NIV Study bible isn’t bad, very popular
i I know it’s available for on iBooks for the iPad
b Life application Bible
c I used a Thompson Chain Reference Study Bible for many years
I And much more…

4 No matter have vast or simple your tool box you can study the scriptures
A How do you begin?

III Read the Text
1 Pick up your favorite translation and read the text
A I suggest something other than KJV
a NIV, NKJV or NASB is fine
B Take a digestible bite
a A verse, or maybe a few verses, a paragraph
C Ephesians 3:14-21 (a personal favorite)
a 14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge - that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen.

2 Now Reread It
A Reread it multiple times
a Let it get into you
b Let the words settle on your soul
c Both your mind and your heart

3 Meditate on it
A The practice or reading and rereading the verse naturally lends itself to meditation
a Allow yourself the time to ponder the text
b Place yourself in it
c Make it personal

4 Pray
A Ask God to open your eyes to the truth in his word
a Ever read a verse and a new truth in it is revealed to you?
i It’s like reading it for the first time
b Remember, God’s word is alive and active
i And sometime it comes to life for us in our reading
ii It just pops
B Pray the verses back to God
a Lord, strengthen me with power through your Spirit in my inner being
b Jesus come and dwell in my heart by faith
c Lord, root and establish me in love, your love.
d “Lord, help me grasp the length, width, height and depth of your love
e Lord, help me know this love of yours that surpasses knowledge
f Lord, please fill me to the measure of your fullness
g Lord, do immeasurably more than I can hope or imagine
C Prayer is a dialogue
a Now that you’ve prayed to scriptures
b Allow the Holy Spirit to speak to you
c Listen for his voice
d Take notes on any insights you receive

5 You can stop right here if you want to
A You’ve read, reread, mediated, prayed the scriptures, listened for God and took notes
B All this with only a bible, a pen and a note pad
a Or you can dig deeper

IV Read it in various translations
1 See if something in another translation captures your attention
2 I often go to:
A Amplified Bible
a Biblegateway.com
B The Message
a Biblegateway.com
C The Word, 26 translations of the bible
a Rotherham’s Emphasized Bible
b Radically transformed my understanding of Isaiah 43:19

V Ask Questions
1 Who, What, Where, When, Why & How

2 Who wrote it? To Whom?
A Using just the bible alone we know that the author is the Apostle Paul and he’s writing to the believers in Ephesus and to us.
B Ephesians 1:1
a Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, to the saints who are in Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus

3 What’s the context?
A These verses are a prayer (verses 14-16)
a 14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 16 I pray…

4 Other questions to research
A Where was the author when it was penned?
B When was it written and why?
C How do we make a practical application of what’s been read?
a Note: not all question will have an answer within the text
i Other resources might be required
b Many good study bibles offer an introduction to each book of the bible answering the who, what, where, when and why questions.

VI Highlight Key Words
1 Using a good translation
A NIV, NKJV, NASB

2 Do certain words stick out to you?
A Do they piqué your curiosity?
B That could be the leading of the Holy Spirit
C Often it is for me

3 Define those Key words
A Strong’s Concordance can be very help here
a Blueletterbible.org makes it very easy to search in the original language
i It’s like finding buried treasure
B Other Resources
a Bible Dictionaries and Word Studies mentioned earlier can be useful here as well
C Sometimes I’ve even used contemporary dictionaries
a Webster’s
b Dictionary.com
c Beware definitions change with the culture over time

VII  Context
1 What else does the bible say on the subject?
A What was the author’s original intent?
a Try not to take verses out of context
B Look for footnotes or parallel passages
a Ex. What do Matthew and Luke add to Mark’s account?
b You can often find additional clarifying details is parallel passages
C Paul often repeats themes in his various letters
a  Romans and Galatians
b Ephesians and Colossians
D The Treasury of Scripture Knowledge
a A great resource for this
b 500,000 Scripture References and Parallel Passages

2 History and Culture
A What is the historical and cultural context of the passage
B What impact does that have on current understanding and application?

VIII Commentaries
1 Now that I’ve researched the text, what do others have to say?
A Great minds throughout history have studied and written on these text
B Sometimes they see what I’ve missed
C And inspire further study in new directions

2 As I mentioned earlier
A Be aware of theological agendas
B Most commentators (like pastors) are coming from a specific point of view
C So, eat the meat throw away the bones

IX Theology 
1 If you’re looking for much more
A Maybe you want to go much deeper on a topic
B You may enjoy reading the theology behind it
C There are many to choose from
2 Two I would recommend
A Millard J. Erickson’s Christian Theology
a Balanced, giving all sides
B Renewal Theology by J. Rodman Williams
a Systematic theology from a charismatic perspective

X What do others say?
1 Other contemporary writers you respect and trust
A Rick Joyner
B Paul Keith Davis
C John Wimber
D John Paul Jackson
2 Historical Greats
A Martian Luther
B Jonathan Edwards
C John Wesley
D John G Lake
E Smith Wigglesworth
F B.B. Warfield
G G. Campbell Morgan
3 Go to google and type in their name with the chapter and verse
A See what comes up
B Yet again… eat the meat and throw away the bones

XI So, After all this…
1 Identify the main point
A What truth is being communicated?
B On what do you sense the Spirit of Truth?
C What title would you give it?

2 Application
A How does this truth apply to…
a Your Life
b Your Family
c Your Calling , destiny
d Your Church

3 Apply it
A As much as you’re able apply this new found truth and understanding to your life

XII  Homework
1 Back to Ephesians 3
A Let me begin the process for you
a I’ll break down verses 16 - 19 asking (wwwww&h) questions 
b And you can take it from there throughout this week
B 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge - that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

2 Paul’s Prayer (part 1)
A I Pray that out of His… (verse 16)
a Who?
i The Father
ii “That out of his (the Father’s) glorious riches
b What?
i He may strengthen you with power
c How?
i Through his Spirit
d Where?
i In your inner being
e Why?
i So that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith

3 Paul’s Prayer (part 2)
A And I pray that… (verse 17b)
a Who?
i You (us)
· Being rooted and established in love
· Back to Paul’s prayer part1
· Love as in the “Christ dwelling in your heart through faith” love.
b What?
i May have power
ii Together with all the saints
c Why?
i To grasp the love of Christ
· It’s width, length, height and depth
ii And to know this love
· That surpasses knowledge
· Love surpassing knowledge
· That’s cause for pause
iii That you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God
· Question: what would that look like?
· I’d really like to know…
· How about you?

4 You Pick it Up from here
A Read and reread
B Mediate and pray the scriptures
C Listen to God
a Take notes
D Read these verses in other translations
a Amplified and The Message…
b Note any new insights

5 Highlight and research key words or phrases like:
A Strength
B Power
C Inner Being
D Dwell
E Rooted and Established
F Grasp
G Wide, long, high and deep
H Know
I Love
J Surpasses Knowledge
K Filled, Measure, Fullness

6 Homework
A Dig deeper this week using the tips I’ve given you today
a See what the Lord reveals to you
b Make personal application to your life


XIII Ministry Time
1 Let’s Pray
2 Prophetic Words?
