Part 2

Last week we started a series entitled…

The Gate Opener
We Ride to Serve

EX.
· Go to gather a set of cows
· Wire gate
· Campman/Cowboy dismounts his horse to open the gate
· So that the other hands can ride through
· Or the cows can walk through that they gather
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Just like that camp man has to dismount and open the gate for the other guys…

I believe we are called by God to be gate openers.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

If we are going to fulfill God’s Mission for our church – lead people to ride for Christ.
· See those far from God come to Christ.
· See those who have a relationship with Christ – grow spiritually.
· Then each of us – starting with me – needs to be doing our part to serve others.
· We want our church culture to be one that believes that the church doesn’t exist to serve us – but we the church exists to serve God and others.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Last week we learned that to do this…

1st – We must lower our position to fulfill our mission.
· God has a mission – a plan for this church and each of our lives.
· To fulfill that mission – we have to do what the camp man did when he dismounted his horse and willingly opened the gate.
· He lowered his position
· To serve others

2nd – We must go from being a consumer to being a contributor.

· We think that if we can consume what others give us – we will find fulfillment.
· But what Jesus taught is that nourishment, growth, fulfillment comes from serving others – and doing God’s will – not our own.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Deep down I believe that we all want to do things that matter…

Well…as believers in Christ.
· Having been saved by His grace.
· I believe that what matters most in life is what we do for God.

· What is it that God has called us as believers to do?

· We are made to build His Church – not just 1000 Hills – but the CAPTIAL “C” CHURCH.


· Ephesians 4:11-12 – “11Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. 12Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



As your pastor…

It starts with me…
· In the last few months the Lord is showing me more than ever that I need to lead the way in serving others.
· If I want others to walk in humility – I have to walk in humility!
· If I want you to serve – I have to lead the way by serving others.

· Pray for our family – moving closer to WW – to be able to minister to our community more easily!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


It’s also my calling to equip you, the church, to build the church…

· Just like that camp man – who’s takes care of his pasture and set of cows…
· I’m called to open gates so that you can serve –together we can gather people and grow God’s church!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


I’ve been praying for you guys all week and I’m so thankful for those of you who serve already – and are more than ever stepping up to serve now!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


I have exciting news…

Blessings come to those who open gates.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· Colossians 3:23-24 – “23Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 24since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Those who serve will reap a great inheritance from the Lord!

· While this may be referring to heaven’s reward – I believe that we can receive some great blessing here on earth from serving as well!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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What are some of the blessings?

Give you just 3 today:


1st - When we serve – we discover our gift. 



· 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 – “4There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EX – PICS OF DIFFERENT GATE LATCHES!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



In the same way…
· Each of us has a different gift - that God wants to use to serve others…

· A different WAY TO OPEN A GATE!
· EX – 
· Wisdom
· Encouragement
· Compassion
· Hospitality
· Financial savvy
· Evangelism 
· Physical Labor
· Musical

· And God can work through all of them.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



FOR YOU IT MAY BE….
· Gift with working with Kids.
· Volunteering in the Ranch Kids ministry. – We need two different age appropriate classes so that each child can be taught the bible on their level.
· Behind the scenes
· Serving on our barn facilities crew.
· Creative
· Joining the Ranch Creative team – like computers – video camera
· Arena events 
· Joining the Arena team 
· Volunteer to lead a Ranch Group
· Married a while
· Spiritual mentor to a younger couple
· Teenagers
· Spiritual mentor for our teenagers in our Ranch Youth.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Unfortunately…

· Many people have never really discovered their spiritual gift.
· Why?
· Because they’ve never stepped out on faith and began to serve.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


EX - I didn’t know I was called to preach – until I was asked to and did it.
· I didn’t know I could lead – until someone gave me the shot and I lead.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

As a follower of Jesus Christ - The quickest way to find your gift – is to start serving.

1st – When we serve – we discover our gift. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Another blessing of serving others…


2nd – When we serve we get a front row seat to Jesus’ miracles.


EX – Serve at an Event/Concert and because you served – they let you meet the artist or band – and they give you front row seats?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


When we serve Jesus – we get to see him in a way that only those who serve Him get to see…and we get to see Him do some amazing miracles….



Listen to this story…of Jesus’ first miracle ever recorded…


· John 2:1-11 – “1The next day there was a wedding celebration in the village of Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2and Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the celebration. 3The wine supply ran out during the festivities, so Jesus’ mother told him, “They have no more wine.” 4“Dear woman, that’s not our problem,” Jesus replied. “My time has not yet come.” 5But his mother told the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6Standing nearby were six stone water jars, used for Jewish ceremonial washing. Each could hold twenty to thirty gallons. 7Jesus told the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” When the jars had been filled, 8he said, “Now dip some out, and take it to the master of ceremonies.” So the servants followed his instructions. 9When the master of ceremonies tasted the water that was now wine, not knowing where it had come from (though, of course, the servants knew), he called the bridegroom over. 10“A host always serves the best wine first,” he said. “Then, when everyone has had a lot to drink, he brings out the less expensive wine. But you have kept the best until now!” 11This miraculous sign at Cana in Galilee was the first time Jesus revealed his glory. And his disciples believed in him.”


· Jesus was a wedding
· The couple was running out of wine for it’s guests
· Jesus’ mom – takes charge and tells the servers to listen and do what Jesus tells them.
· Jesus tells the servants to fill several big jars to the brim. 

· Then Jesus miraculously turned the water into the wine.
· But who where the ones that who got to witness the miracle.
· It wasn’t the ones being served.

· It was the servants.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



The same thing happens when we serve others in the name of Jesus…
· When we put ourselves out there
· Lower our position
· We get to be a part of something miraculous! 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



EX - For years now I’ve been blessed by God to serve in ministry…

Being the pastor here is a true honor…

· Lost - found
· Colored pasts – forgiven
· Children and teenagers get saved
· Marriages healed.
· Sicknesses overcome.
· The hopeless – find hope in Christ!
· I get to see His miracles on a daily basis.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

God doesn’t just want preachers to be the only ones who get to be a part of His miracles…
· He wants every believer to experience His power and see Him work. 

1st – Not only do you discover your gift.
2nd – You get a front row seat to Jesus’ miracles.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Lastly…

3rd – When we serve we bring praise and honor to Jesus. 


· 1 Peter 4: 10-11 –  10Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 11If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.


The word teaches us that…

· In light of God’s grace
· When we speak – we should do it as though we are speaking the very words of God.
· When we serve – do it in God’s strength!

· WHY?

· SO THAT IN ALL THINGS JESUS MAY BE PRAISED!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



At 1000 Hills we say – “We ride for Jesus.” - “It’s all about Jesus.” 

· What are you doing to make that true in your life?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Bow heads:

Commit:

· Serve
· I want to know my gift
· I want to use it to serve others.
· I want to see God work!
· I want to bring Him honor and praise. 


Prayer to God: 
God HOW are you calling me to serve?
WHO are you calling me to serve?
WHERE are you calling me to serve?


Serving isn’t just something we do – it’s WHO we’re called to be! 


Ask – and God will show you! 
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