Freedom from and Freedom for

I.  Introduction
1.  Open Bibles to Galatians 5

2.  Three weeks ago 
A.  I shared a vision I had on July 1, 2011 Vision
a. Two heavenly beings quoting Galatians 5:1 to me.
i.  Revelation speaks first and says: “It is for freedom that Christ has set you free”
ii.  Wisdom continues emphatically: “Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”
iii.  This repeated a total of 5 times.

3.  Two weeks ago
A.  I began to make application to that revelation
a. How do we Stand firm and not let ourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery
i.  How do we stay free?
b. We Love
B.  Love
a. I’ve heard it said that “The moment we choose to love we begin to move towards freedom.” ~ Bell Hooks
i.  I wholeheartedly agree
ii.  I believe that the path of freedom is marked by love!
C.  We Live Love
a. We love God, we love one another, we love those outside God’s Kingdom… 
b. We even love our enemies

4.  Last Week: I continued the theme of freedom and discuss the topic of giving
A.  The church has muddied the waters concerning giving and it has put many in bondage so last week we…
B.  We took a good look at:
a. The Old Testament on Tithing
b. The New Testament on Tithing
c. Asked New and what I think are Better Questions
i.  The question is no longer “should I give?” Of course we should give
· But rather “how much does God, the heavenly Father who loves you lavishly and extravagantly, how much does he want me to give?”
ii.  The issue is not “How much must I give?”
· But, “how much has God put on my heart to freely and joyfully give?”
iii.  The real question isn’t “Should I tithe?”
· But rather: “All I have is yours Lord, what do you want me to do with it?”
iv.  The question isn’t “Can I afford to tithe 10%? “
· But “Can I trust God?”
C.  Jesus gave all, that’s the new covenant standard for giving
a. Jesus is our model and example in all things
b. Our lives are not our own We have been bought with a price
c. He is Lord and we are his
i.  Everything is His
D.  Last week I reminded you repeatedly
a. God’s after your heart not your stuff
i.  Your stuff is just a sign of how much of your heart he possess
ii.  After all, where your heart is there your treasure will be
E.  How much you give is between you and God
a. It’s not between you and me
b. He loves you either way and so do I
F.  From this place of love, as your pastor…
a. I encouraged you to sow generously
b. I exhorted you to give from a place of freedom and joy
c. I promised not to manipulate you concerning money
d. I challenged you to start asking new questions…
i.  I challenged you to start asking God new questions about giving
ii.  And then I challenged you do whatever he tells you to do in freedom!

5.  Today: Freedom from and Freedom for
A.  Back Story of Galatians 5
B.  Freedom
C.  Practical Application
6.  Read and Pray: Galatians 5:1-26
Freedom in Christ
 1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
 2 Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. 3 Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. 4 You who are trying to be justified by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 5 For through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteousness for which we hope. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.
 7 You were running a good race. Who cut in on you to keep you from obeying the truth? 8 That kind of persuasion does not come from the one who calls you. 9 “A little yeast works through the whole batch of dough.” 10 I am confident in the Lord that you will take no other view. The one who is throwing you into confusion, whoever that may be, will have to pay the penalty. 11 Brothers and sisters, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been abolished. 12 As for those agitators, I wish they would go the whole way and emasculate themselves!
Life by the Spirit
 13 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 14 For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.
 16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever[c] you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
 19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.
 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.
A.  

II.  Back Story of Galatians 5
1.  When Paul originally came to Galatia he brought with him the "good news" of freedom for those who accepted Jesus. 
A.  But when he left to continue his evangelistic journey the Judaizers were right on his heels to deliver the message that in order to be acceptable to God the Galatians would have to submit to circumcision and the dictates of the Jewish law.

2.  Here in Chapter 5 Paul exhorts the Galatians not to give away the very freedom for which Jesus suffered and died. 
A.  He points out that to embrace any part of the law brings with it the responsibility to obey the whole of the law 
B.  For example it takes only a little yeast to affect a whole batch of dough. 
C.  The only law the Galatians need to govern their lives is the law of love
a. Galatians 5:6 “The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.”
b. Love given to them through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 
c. It’s through the work of the Spirit within, that the Galatians will learn to turn away from their sinful natures and embrace what the Spirit brings.

3.  Paul was speaking to the Galatians two thousand years ago
A.  His words ring just as loudly today as they did in Paul's time. 
B.  Jesus came to set us free–so that we could live in freedom. 
C.  God had instituted the Mosaic Covenant to govern how his people were to live. 
a. God had given Ten Commandments, but those ten subsequently had been interpreted and expanded to over 600 more laws and rituals, all in God's Name. 
b. The law was given not to confer righteousness, but to reveal sin and teach the people right from wrong

4.  The Incarnation of Jesus fulfilled the Mosaic Covenant and instituted a new Covenant, based entirely on love. 
A.  When asked which was the greatest commandment Jesus replied, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." (Matt. 22:37 - 40)

III.  Freedom
1.  In Galatians 5 Paul defended the freedom Christians have to love one another and live by the Spirit

2.  The freedom we have in Christ is not a license to sin but to love one another
A.  Which is what fulfills the law as said in Galatians 5:13-15
a. 13 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 14 For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

3.  The freedom we have in Christ means living by the Spirit 
A.  Who produces his fruit in us
B.  Rather than living by our sinful natures which produce its evil deeds. (Galatians 5:16-26)
C.  By the way… concerning the fruit of the Spirit, who’s fruit is it?

4.  We have freedom to 
A.  Love 
B.  And freedom to live by the Spirit
C.  Also freedom FROM religious structures

5.  From religious structures
A.  Like the Galatians 2000 years ago the church still wrestles with living free
B.  We at the Bridge are not immune from this struggle
C.  When your past religious life was formed and regulated by rules, regulations and laws it is extremely difficult to stand in freedom. 
a. Freedom even feels unnatural; 
i.  because of past religious conditioning, it can even feel unspiritual. 
b. It feels "natural" and "spiritual" to submit to external controls and burdens; submitting to laws "just feels right." 
c. So you can easily escape an undesirable form of control to submit to a seemingly more desirable form of control. 
i.  Like going from the frying pan to the fire
d. But, spiritually, the control of the law equals slavery--regardless of the source or the nature of the system of laws. 
D.  Spirit vs. Flesh
a. Life vs. death
b. New wine vs. old

6.  Freedom’s Responsibility – to remain free
A.  Price to be paid – 
B.  ridicule, accusation, suspicion, misunderstanding, gossip an even slander
C.  Small price compared to previous generations
D.  To stand firm in Christ's freedom they must not "again" submit (RSV), be subject to (NASV), be entangled in (KJV), be burdened by (NIV), be tied to (NEB) a yoke of slavery. 
a. The Greek word translated "submit" or "be subject to" means "to be held in" or "to be ensnared."
E.  It’s our responsibility is to stay free, to live free and set others free.

IV.  Practical Application of Spiritual Freedom
1.  “So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.” (Galatians 5:16)
A.  Notice that it doesn’t say…
a. Do not gratify the desire of flesh and you will live by the Spirit.
b. Your focus will determine your reality
B.  I challenge you to practice, experiment & explore living by the Spirit
C.  Ethos
a. Passion, Freedom, Spirit, Destiny
b. Live supernatural life in the power of the Spirit
c. In every arena of life we recognize the value of practice, I encourage we apply this to our spiritual lives.
d. I like the way Hebrews 5:14 says it…
i.  “But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.” (NASB)
ii.  “But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” (NKJV)
iii.  Sounds like practice to me

2.  We practice by
A.  walking in the Spirit, living in the Spirit, expressing the fruit of the 
B.  True life in the Spirit is always shown by 
a. humility, rather than an arrogant "we're the super-Christians" attitude
C.  Walking in the Spirit means that we are conscious of God's presence with us at all times.
a. Brother Lawrence’s Practice the Presence of God
b. An awareness of God's presence helps us to follow His lead and to avoid evil
i.  If we walk in the Spirit, we will not fulfill the desires of the flesh (v. 16)
ii.  Walking in the Spirit is walking in love.

3.  “Walk” with God
A.  Keep pace – keep in step
B.  Follow his lead
a. Walk indicates relationship with not working for

4.  This is what has help me as I practice
A.  Respond to his nudges
a. Go where He leads
b. Go when he says go
B.  Stay in the experience
C.  If distracted immediately go back in
D.  Observe the details
E.  Record what you see
F.  If God changes he channel go with it
G.  Worry about understanding it all later
a. Trying to understand it will distract you
b. Ex. Dream interpretation
i.  walk through the dream
ii.  Then interpret it
H.  Faith vs. fear (control)
a. Trust God
b. Surrender control
c. Remember Luke 11:11-13
i.  11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

5.  Summary
A.  We are free
B.  Free from religious rules and regulations
C.  Free to Love and Free to Live by the Spirit

V.  Close in Prayer
1.  Freedom
2.  Ministry Time


