The Gospel of John 20:1-23

Intro
· Open Bibles to John 20
· This morning I’ll continue my look at the Resurrection of Christ
· Today we’ll cover verses 1-23
· We’ll take it a bite at a time

John 20:1-2
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!”
· We looked at these two verses last week.
· For continuities sake I’ve included them this week.
· Early on Easter morning…
· Before the sun came up…
· Mary went to the tomb with other women and spices to complete what had been rushed burial preparations.
· I can imagine Mary, so passionate in her love for Jesus that she couldn’t wait to offer one last loving act to her Lord…
· Up before the sun she rushes to the tomb
· Only to find the stone rolled away
· And the tomb empty
· At this point Mary isn’t thinking resurrection
· She’s thinking violation
· She goes quickly to Peter and John announcing:
· “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!”
· Mary’s thinking that people who hated Jesus have stolen his body as one last insulting degradation.
· This surprising announcement brings Peter and John out of hiding for the first time since sundown Friday.

John 20:3-10
So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) Then the disciples went back to where they were staying.
· John is faster but Peter is bolder
· They enter the empty tomb and find linen burial strips and the cloth that had covered Jesus’ face.
· Only Luke makes passing reference to these grave clothes
· Matthew and Mark do not mention them
· John offers the most detail concerning them.
· The Amplified Bible adds that the linens were neatly arranged and the face clothe was rolled up and placed aside
· John 20:5-7 Amplified Bible
· Stooping down and looking in, he saw the linen wrappings [neatly] lying there; but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came up, following him, and went into the tomb and saw the linen wrappings [neatly] lying there; 7 and the [burial] face-cloth which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the [other] linen wrappings, but rolled up in a place by itself.
· Concerning these verses Commentator David Guzik says:
· “Peter going in saw that the cloths were still orderly and neat. I was as if the body "evaporated" out of the grave clothes. The neat, orderly arrangement of the grave clothes showed that this was no grave robbery and that something absolutely unique had happened in that now-empty tomb.”
· I would add that it was more than unique…
· It was supernatural
· Maybe this is why it says of John in verse 8
· Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed.
· The condition of the grave clothes and the empty tomb were enough for John
· He saw and he believed
· The Greek used here for believe comes from the root word “pistis” meaning trust.
· John saw and trusted God
· He trusted Jesus.
· After this Peter and John went back home.
· Apparently Mary did not go home with them.

John 20:11-13
Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot.

They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” 
· After Peter and John return home, still grieving, Mary lingers behind and musters enough courage to look into the tomb
· There she finds to angels in white
· Concerning these angels Luke 24:4-5 adds:
· “While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground…”
· The angels continue in verses 5-7
· “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.”
· Angelic visitations will rock your world
· I can only imagine how powerful the presence of God must have been at this moment!
· But as amazing as this angelic visitation was, it was far from the highlight of Mary’s astonishing morning!

John 20:14-15
At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.

He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.”
· What was it about the Risen Jesus that made him unrecognizable to one of his closest friends?
· I wonder if was a Superman – Clark Kent thing?
· Jesus filled with the resurrection power of the Holy Spirit appears somehow different.
· Not gleaming as lightening like the angels
· Mary thinks he’s but a humble gardener
· Jesus asks Mary a couple of questions
· Why are you crying?
· Whoa re you looking for?
· A side note here: 
· God never asks a question because he needs the answer. 
· God asks us questions because we need to know the answers.
· Mary responds with desperation
· “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.”
· It’s unlikely, highly unlikely that Mary could have transported the body of an adult man by herself
· But this moment isn’t about reason, it’s all about passion.
· Mary would do whatever it took
· Not willing to hide himself from her any longer Jesus calls to her.

John 20:16
Jesus said to her, “Mary.”

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”).
· Jesus utters one word
· And with it - Mary’s entire world is changed
· Never again to be the same
· Jesus called her by name and her eyes were opened to the truth 
· My heart leaps just imagining what this moment must have been like for Mary
· With a word all of her fears and grief are vanquished!
· What an amazing honor
· Of all the people who ever lived this great honor was given to Mary
· Interesting that neither the angels nor Jesus appeared to Peter and John but to Mary.
· So great is Jesus love for Mary that he will not allow her to mourn one moment longer
· Their encounter continues…

John 20:17
Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”
· Apparently Mary’s first reaction to this revelation is to hug Jesus
· A study of the Greek here makes it clear that Jesus didn’t prevent the hug
· the ancient Greek construction of this phrase:
· Do not hold on to me  
· Means to stop an action already begun rather than to avoid starting it. 
· The hug had already taken place
· Mary was already holding on
· And I bet it was a tight, two armed, full body hug!
· Not one of those polite sideways Christian hugs
· I bet there was no way of stopping her.
· I’m a hugger
· I love a good hug
· Mary, no doubt was a hugger too
· Some believe it’s Mary Magdalene that Jesus is speaking of in Luke 7:44-47
· Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven - as her great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.” Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”
· Those who have been forgiven much love much
· So it is with Mary Magdalene
· Do you get how amazing this is?
· And just how high an honor?
· Jesus revealed himself to Mary before even ascending to the Father.
· The fact that Jesus makes a woman the first witness of His resurrection is significant. 
· The law courts of that day would not recognize the testimony of a woman, but Jesus did.
· This also argues for the historic truth of this account. 
· If someone fabricated this story, would they make the first witnesses to the resurrection women, 
· Who were commonly (if unfairly) regarded as unreliable witnesses?
· I think not
· Then Jesus gives Mary an important assignment
· She is sent with a message:
· Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”
· Here, for the very first time Jesus refers to his disciples as brothers
· And send the message that they have the same Father who is also their God.
· It is ALL About Relationship with Jesus
· So great is his love that he reveals himself to Mary to ease her pain and then sends her with message to ease the pain of his brother’s!


John 20:18
Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her.
· Of course she did!
· I bet there was no holding her back!
· I can only imagine how the words must have exploded from her!

John 20:19-20
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
· That night, even after hearing the message Jesus sent through Mary
· The disciples are hiding together behind locked door
· Fearful that the religious leaders that put Jesus to death would be coming after them next
· In the midst of their hiding and fear Jesus appears
· Note it doesn’t say he knocked on the door and they let him in.
· Jesus came and stood among them
· He miraculously and supernaturally, by the power of the Holy Spirt materialized in the room
· No wonder his first words to them were
· “Peace be with you!”
· Note the explanation mark!
· Remember, the last time these men saw Jesus, they deserted him.
· If I were them I’d be expecting a word of rebuke.
· Instead Jesus offers peace, comfort, encouragement and peace
· He shows them his wounds so there is no doubt that this actually is their Jesus
· And verse 20 ends by telling us the disciples were “overjoyed”
· I’m not sure the word overjoyed does this moment justice
· Strong’s defines this word as “exceedingly glad”
· The Message uses the word exuberant
· Amplified: “filled with great joy”
· The Voice Bible: “The disciples began to celebrate as it sank in that they were really seeing the Lord.”
· I suspect that the room erupted in sheer delight!

John 20:21-23
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
· Apparently, they needed to hear it again
· I can’t blame them if they were in freak out mode
· I surely would have been!
· Again Jesus offers peace
· Peace, a commissioning, the Holy Spirit and authority
· They probably expected a whooping
· Instead Jesus entrusts to them the Kingdom
· Jesus has the same for us
· Peace between humanity and God
· A mission, sent as Jesus was sent	
· And this could be an entire other sermon but: 
· Consider this, just how was Jesus sent by the Father?
· He was sent relationally
· Everything he did was relational
· Decidedly not institutional or organizational but relationship
· So I have we been sent
· To that end we too have been empowered with the Holy Spirt and been granted divine authority

Ministry Time
· My friends I have good news for you today!
· God is good and He loves you!
· Maybe like the disciples you’re here today expecting a word of rebuke from Jesus
· I have good news for you too today
· He comes offering you peace
· Comfort and peace
· Jesus has called you by name and you are his
· You are his brothers and his sisters
· His Father and God is our Father and God
· I believe that the Lord want’s to lift your grief today like he did Mary’s so long ago.
· If you need a touch from God in your circumstances
· Please come forward and people will pray for you as I lead us in a final song.
· If you need to receive the Holy Spirit
· To have the breathe of God breathed over you…
· To empower you…
· So that you too can be sent just as the Father sent Jesus…
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Please come forward for prayer
