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Handling Objections – Part 1

Answering Objections to Christianity is a discipline known as Apologetics:
· Not because we need to apologize for our faith
Even though word has the same Greek root - different meaning Greek root = “in defense”
· Defending the Christian faith as reasonable and in line with the evidence
Well known Christian apologists: Josh McDowell, Norm Geisler, C.S. Lewis, Walter Martin, Lee Strobel, J. Warner Wallace, The Discovery Institute, Ken Ham, William Lane Craig (not Ravi Zacharias, Hugh Ross) 
Don’t take questions or objections lightly
True conversion needs to affect mind, emotions and will
John Stott: “We cannot pander to a person’s intellectual arrogance, but we must cater to his intellectual integrity.”
Be grateful they’ve raised important issues
Do your best to give a good answer
We don’t have to know everything
If you don’t know - don’t fake it
Respond: “That’s a great question that I need to do some research on. Can I get back to you in a few days?”
Christianity has stood the challenge for 2000 years
Do the research and get back to them
Some Solid Resources (www.christianbook.com)
· “The Case for…” series, Lee Strobel - Interviews with experts
·  “Evidence for Christianity,” McDowell - Compilation of evidentiary materials
·  “When Critics Ask,” Geisler & Howe - Handbook of “Bible Difficulties” (Skeptics)
·  “Mere Christianity,” C.S. Lewis - Intellectual & philosophic look at Christianity
· “ Handbook of Christian Apologetics” - Kreeft & Tacelli

Two kinds of Questioning
Thoughtful
Challenging
· Under Conviction
· Mocking & Playing Games
Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them under their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces. (Matthew 7:6)
Try saying: “You seem to be spending a lot more effort coming up with questions than actually looking for answers.”
God hasn’t revealed everything beyond a reasonable doubt
1) If we as humans were able to fully understand everything about God He wouldn’t be much of a God
…without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him, (Hebrews 11:6)
2) Be careful using, “Take it on faith”
Where does the preponderance of the evidence point?
What are the alternatives?

The Common Objections
What about those who’ve never heard? 
Scripture doesn’t give us a direct answer on this question.
1) God is absolutely just
a) We know from His character that He will not treat anyone unfairly.
2) No one is condemned for “rejecting” what they haven’t heard.
3) Creation has revealed sufficiently that God exists to all men everywhere.
…since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities His eternal power and divine nature have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. (Romans 1:19-20)
The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard. (Psalm 19:1-3)
4) The Bible suggests that God will reveal Himself to those who sincerely seek Him.
You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. (Jeremiah 29:13)
Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. (Matthew 7:7-8)
5) There is NO indication in the Scriptures that anyone is saved apart from faith in Jesus Christ – this is why missionaries go around the world.
Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. (John 14:6)
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12)
6) The real issue: Now that YOU have heard, what will YOU do with Jesus Christ?

Is Jesus really the only way to God?
· What about all the other faiths & religions?
· Don’t all religions worship the same God with different names?
· Isn’t being sincere in your belief enough?
1) Sincerity doesn’t create truth.
2) Refusing to believe something doesn’t make it false.
3) The penalty for breaking God’s laws are not determined socially, but by Him
4) Consider Islam and Christianity
a) Many moral and ethical similarities
b) Even some Theological (Torah, monotheistic, etc.)
c) Differ on the crucial question: Who is Jesus?
d) Islam says: Jesus was a great prophet - not God
· Denies Jesus’ death on the cross
· Denies Jesus’ substitutionary atonement
· Denies the resurrection
e) Only one faith can be right
And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. (1 Corinthians 15:14)
Christianity stands or falls on the fact of God entering history and revealing Himself as Jesus
5) It was He who made the claims of exclusivity
6) We cannot change or soften His message
a) He said He was God - John 10:30: “I and the Father are one.”
b) He said He came to die for our sins 
“No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven the Son of Man. Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” (John 3:13-15)
Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die. (John 12:31-33 but see also verses 20-50)
7) What is the alternative if Jesus is not who He claimed to be?
a) Liar - greatest con man that ever lived
· Considered a great moral teacher & prophet
· Yet He lied about His central message? 
b) Lunatic - sincerely believed
· No sign of mental defect or disease
· Just the opposite: calm, collected, appropriate
c) Legend - made up after the fact
· Manuscript evidence goes back to the disciples’ lifetimes
· Would they have lived and died for a story they knew to be untrue?

Why do the innocent suffer?
· If God is both good and all powerful why is there…?
a) Good but not powerful enough to stop…
b) Powerful enough but not good…
God has not revealed the full explanation.
God created a perfect universe
He created people who were free to love and obey or rebel and we chose rebellion
Evil entered the universe through that disobedience
That disobedience effected everything, including us
If God stamped out all evil, we would all be gone
C.S. Lewis observed: “It is useless to speculate about the origin of evil. The problem we all face is the fact of evil.”
The only solution to the fact of evil is God’s solution: Jesus Christ.
Francis Schaeffer on reconciling the goodness of God with terminal leukemia: “Why shouldn’t I get cancer? I live in a fallen world and am subject to all the plagues that come with that world just as the non-Christian. The difference is that I know my eternal future because I belong to Jesus Christ.
For Next Week
Practice your testimony using the NET model with transitions and Scriptures
Continue to review all other Scripture Memory Verses
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Becoming a Comfortable and Confldent Witness for Christ.




