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The Holy Spirit will influence us to be appropriately submissive. 

Submit or be subject to (Greek: hupotasso) 

 to arrange under, to subordinate 

 to subject one's self, obey 

 to submit to one's control 

 to yield to one's admonition or advice 

A Greek military term meaning “to arrange [troop divisions] in a military fashion under the 

command of a leader.” 

In non-military use, it was “a voluntary attitude of giving in, cooperation, assuming 

responsibility, and carrying a burden.” 

 

I. We are to submit to our God. 

Do not be stiff-necked, as your ancestors were; submit to the Lord. Come to his sanctuary, 

which he has consecrated forever. Serve the Lord your God, so that his fierce anger will turn 

away from you. (2 Chronicles 30:8) 

 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart     

and lean not on your own understanding; 

in all your ways submit to him, 

    and he will make your paths straight.
 
[direct your paths] 

Do not be wise in your own eyes; 

    fear the LORD and shun evil. (Proverbs 3:5-7) 

 

For what is a man, what has he got? 

If not himself, then he has naught 

To say the things he truly feels  

and not the words of one who kneels 

The record shows I took the blows and did it my way! (My Way – Frank Sinatra) 

 

Since they did not know the righteousness of God and sought to establish their own, they did 

not submit to God’s righteousness. (Romans 10:3) 

 



During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries 

and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 

submission. (Hebrews 5:7) 

 

Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How 

much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live! (Hebrews 12:9) 

 

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. (James 4:7) 

II. We are to submit to our government. 

So Solomon sat on the throne of the LORD as king in place of his father David. He prospered 

and all Israel obeyed him. All the officers and warriors, as well as all of King David’s sons, 

pledged their submission to King Solomon. (1 Chronicles 29:23-24) 

 

Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which 

God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, 

whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who 

do so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but 

for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do 

what is right and you will be commended. For the one in authority is God’s servant for your 

good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are 

God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. Therefore, it is 

necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also as a 

matter of conscience. 

This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to 

governing. Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then 

revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. (Romans 13:1-7) 

 

Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the emperor, as the 

supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to 

commend those who do right. For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the 

ignorant talk of foolish people. Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up 

for evil; live as God’s slaves. Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, 

fear God, honor the emperor. (1 Peter 2:13-17) 

 

 “We must obey God rather than human beings!” (Acts 5:29) 

III. We are to submit to our church leaders. 

You know that the household of Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and they have 

devoted themselves to the service of the Lord’s people. I urge you, brothers and sisters, to 

submit to such people and to everyone who joins in the work and labors at it. (1 Corinthians 

16:15-16) 



To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who 

also will share in the glory to be revealed: Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, 

watching over them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to 

be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, 

but being examples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the 

crown of glory that will never fade away. (1 Peter 5:1-4) 

 

Obey your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch over you as those 

who must give an account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would 

be of no benefit to you. (Hebrews 13:15-17) 

 

IV. We are to submit to our employers. 

Then the angel of the Lord told her, “Go back to your mistress and submit to her.” (Genesis 

16:9) 

Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, not only to those who are 

good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. (1 Peter 2:18) 

 

V. We are to submit to our relationships. 

In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to your elders. All of you, clothe 

yourselves with humility toward one another, because, 

“God opposes the proud 

    but shows favor to the humble.” 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. (1 

Peter 5:5-7) 


