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Jesus’ temptation was private preparation for His ministry.

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world! This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has
surpassed me because he was before me.” | myself did not know him, but the reason | came
baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.”

Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain
on him. And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me,
“The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with
the Holy Spirit.” [ have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.” (John 1:32-34)

...your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. (1
Peter 5:8)

I.  Satan will entice us to sin by inappropriate use of our legitimate physical appetites.
(Matthew 4:1-4)

“What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you
are—the Holy One of God!” (Mark 1:24)

“For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened... (Genesis 3:5a)

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and
also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. (Genesis 3:6)

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have
one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. (Hebrews 4:15)

Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those
who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind
governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. The mind
governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. Those
who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.

You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the
Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong
to Christ. (Romans 8:5-9)

When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil,
nor does he tempt anyone; but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own



evil desire and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is
full-grown, gives birth to death. (James 1:13-15)

Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is
not in them. For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride
of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. (1 John 2:15-16)

Il. Satan will entice us to sin by misapplication or misinterpretation of the Scriptures.
(Matthew 4:5-7)

He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”
“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. (Genesis 3:1b, 4)

Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God.
(Matthew 22:29)

For fools speak folly,
their hearts are bent on evil:
They practice ungodliness
and spread error concerning the LORD;
the hungry they leave empty
and from the thirsty they withhold water. (Isaiah 32:6)

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and
built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.
See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends
on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ.
(Colossian 2:6-8)

In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while
evildoers and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. But as for
you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know
those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures,
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is
God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so
that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:12-17)

The law of the LORD is perfect,
refreshing the soul.

The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy,
making wise the simple.

The precepts of the LORD are right,
giving joy to the heart.

The commands of the LORD are radiant,



giving light to the eyes.
The fear of the LORD is pure,
enduring forever.

The decrees of the LORD are firm,
and all of them are righteous.
They are more precious than gold,

than much pure gold;
they are sweeter than honey,
than honey from the honeycomb.
By them your servant is warned;
in keeping them there is great reward. (Psalm 19:7-11)

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view
of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the word; be prepared in
season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful
instruction. For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to
suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their
itching ears want to hear. (2 Timothy 4:1-3)

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,”
says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out
so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. (Malachi 3:10)

Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they
received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what
Paul said was true. (Acts 17:11)

I11. Satan will entice us to sin by worshiping someone or something other than God.
(Matthew 4:8-10)

You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and
will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father
David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” (Luke
1:31-33)

“Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I
will, but what you will.” (Mark 14:36)

The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the
world. And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor; it has been given to
me, and | can give it to anyone | want to. If you worship me, it will all be yours.” (Luke 4:5-7)

The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the
gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. (2 Corinthians 4:4)



We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil
one. (1 John 5:19)

Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out.
(John 12:31)

“You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, you
would be glad that | am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. | have told you now
before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. | will not say much more to
you, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold over me, but he comes so that the
world may learn that | love the Father and do exactly what my Father has commanded me.
(John 14:28-31)

“...and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3:5b)

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind.” This is the first and greatest commandment. (Matthew 22:36-38)

IV. Satan’s attacks will not be continuous but they will be relentless. (Matthew 4:11)
When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time. (Luke 4:13)

The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, then, everything he has is in your power, but on the man
himself do not lay a finger.” (Job 1:12)

The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the
beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. * No one who
is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in them; they cannot go on
sinning, because they have been born of God. (1 John 3:8-9)

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. (James 4:7)



