The Gospel of John 8:12

Introduction
· Open Bibles to John 8:12
· We were away last week
· It’s nice to be home.
· Thank you Tom Shultz for pinch hitting
· Heard you did a great job!
· Read and pray: John 8:12

12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

The Language of Light in John’s Gospel
· John 1:4-5
· 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
· John 1:9
· 9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.
· Our text this morning John 8:12
· “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
· John 9:5
· 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
· John 12:46
· 46 I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness.
· Can you see a theme here?



Jesus’ Metaphoric Language
· In this morning’s text Jesus says:
· I am the light of the world: 
· In John 4:13-14 Jesus tells the Samaritan woman:
· “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 
· In John 6:35 Jesus tells the hungry crowd:
· I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.
· In the last chapter, John 7, Jesus boldly proclaims:
· “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.”
· Here in John 8 Jesus makes another of his great “I AM” statements
· “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

· Jesus loves to speak metaphorically
· The language of God is parabolic
· It’s the language of simile and symbolism
· It’s the language of metaphor and analogy
· One of the reasons I am such a big fan of dream interpretation 
· And especially of the classes I’ve taught over the years
· Is that they help people to think metaphorically
· I’ve said that if God only spoke German I would want to be the world’s foremost authority on German
· I’d want to not only read it but write it and speak it as well as understand it.
· The Gospel’s make it clear that God speaks the language of word pictures
· We call them parables
· Why?
· Could it be because a picture is worth a thousand words?
· Either way, I want to understand God’s means of communication
· OK, let’s look at some key words in this verse

Key Words:
· Light: from the Greek phōs meaning light or fire as in a star, a torch or a lamp.
· World: from the Greek kosmos meaning the world or the universe
· Life: from the Greek zōē meaning life that is real and genuine, a life that is active and vigorous
· It’s the exact same word Jesus uses in John 10:10
· 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
· Strong’s Concordance defines zoe life as: 
· “the state of one who is possessed of vitality or is animate”
· Vine's Expository Dictionary adds:
· "life in the absolute sense, life as God has it"
· In other words Jesus is saying that he is THE life giving light to all of known creation.
· And not only that, 
· it’s also a darkness annihilating light
· It reminds me of our beginning back in John 1
· 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
· And Genesis 1:1-5
· In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning - the first day.
· God said let there be light and out of nothing created everything
· God spoke the word and created light and life

· The Word and The Light
· Jesus is both, he’s one in the same
· He is THE source of life
· Full, free and abundant
· People this is good news
· This is very good news
· Because this ultimate source of light and life loves us lavishly with a great love!

Outreach
· I’ve learned not to underestimate the power of this life giving light
· Tell the story of man with something in his eyes
· “Who was shining the flashlight in my eyes?”
· My outreach experience has taught me that there are greater and lesser spiritual lights.
· After a Burning Man encounter a man involved in New Age practices once told me that he has seen many spiritual lights on his spiritual journey
· 	But never before had he seen one so bright
· I told he that was The Light
· The Light of Life
· And I could see that he would encounter it again further on down his path
· Even those in spiritual darkness can recognize the light when they see it
· Only the religious seemed blind to Jesus’ light
· Back to the text


The Feast of Tabernacles
· Remember all of this is taking place in the Temple Courts during the Feast of Tabernacles
· Light was an important symbol in the Feast of Tabernacles. 
· Every night a lamp-lighting ceremony took place in the temple courts during the feast
· Large lamps were set up and the light filled the courtyard
· JF&B describe: 
· “…two colossal golden lamp-stands, on which hung a multitude of lamps, lighted after the evening sacrifice… diffusing their brilliancy, it is said, over all the city. Around these the people danced with great rejoicing.”
· There was much singing and dancing under these light
· It was a celebration commemorating the Exodus from Egypt
· Their salvation and deliverance from slavery into freedom
· During the feast, many of the emblems and ceremonies were symbolic of the pillar of fire that gave light to Israel during their escape from Pharaoh
· Could it be that Jesus is making his “I Am The Light Of The World” statement under these very same colossal golden lamp stands?

· So, in the setting of this festival…
· Which celebrates the Israelites' deliverance
· Jesus is boldly proclaiming that He is The Divine Presence, the Light of Life that saves humanity from their bondage. 
· This time it’s not just to deliver the Jews from Egypt
· But to deliver the whole world from the slavery of sin
· Jesus loves the world
· The whole world

· The Gospel of John has repeatedly spoken of Jesus’ mission to the world:
· John 1:29
· The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!
· John 3:16-17
· 16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
· John 6:51
· 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.”
· Here in John 8 Jesus says it yet another way…
· “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
· Jesus is amazing
· He takes away the world’s sin
· He loves and doesn’t condemn the world
· He is the bread that give life to the world
· And he is it’s Light, it’s Light of Life
· Now that’s good news!

Never Walk in Darkness
· Israel followed the presence of the Lord in the pillar of fire as they escaped Egypt and journeyed to the Promised Land 
· Exodus 13:20-22 says:
· 20 After leaving Sukkoth they camped at Etham on the edge of the desert. 21 By day the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night. 22 Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the people.
· Now Jesus is stating that those who follow him will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life
· Just like those who followed the Pillar of Fire
· And followed it’s illumination 


Monday Morning Take Away
· Are you in a dark place?
· Do you need light?
· Do you need life?
· Go to Jesus
· Jesus: The Word, The Light, The Life is your source

· If you cannot find him on your own…
· If you cannot see his light for yourself…
· Let’s go to Jesus together
· I’ve been the darkness before and I know the way out

· Do you know others who are in a dark place
· A friend?
· A family member?
· A loved one?
· The one who called himself the light of the world also said of us in Matthew 5:14-16
· 14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
· The light he has given us remains within us
· So much so that we can give it away to others.
· And when we do it multiples, it doesn’t diminish
· Let me tell you a story about sharing light…

· Mom candle and love story
· Light begets light
· Love gives way to more love
· Who can you love this week?
· Lord show us
· Share your light with them
· Give what has been given to you
· There’s always enough to go around.

· Let’s Pray.

