Gifts of the Spirit 4

I Intro
1. Open Bibles to 1 Corinthians 12:4-11

2. Gifts of the Spirit 1
A. Began laying a foundation by Answering Three Questions:
a. Who was Paul writing to?
i. The Church in Corinth, a spirit filled church in a pagan culture
b. Why was he writing to them?
i. Correction and Instructions
ii. Chapter 12: Instruction concerning the Gifts of the Spirit
· He doesn’t want us ignorant concerning the Gifts
· The one true and same God is the only source of these Gifts
· There is a diversity of gifts given by the same God as he determines
· The gifts are given for the good of the community
· And they are interdependent on one another
c. What does it mean for us?
i. If the gifts operated then, they should operate now.
ii. We too ought not be ignorant of the Gifts
iii. Let’s figure out how to do this in the most life giving way

3. Gifts of the Spirit 2
A. Continuing to lay a foundation for the series
a. 24 different scripture references to establish the following points
B. We’re called to continue the Ministry of Jesus
a. To Reveal the Father
b. To Reconcile Man to God
c. To Undo the works of the devil
C. Jesus Accomplished this by:
a. By the power of the Holy Spirit
b. And by dependence on the Father
c. We do the same thing the same way Jesus did
D. Specifically. we do this with the Gifts of the Spirit
a. Spiritual Gifts are manifestations of the Spirit that communicate and demonstrate God’s love and power.
b. We do this with kingdom power and authority
i. Power: enablement
ii. Authority: Permission
E. Concerning the Gifts
a. We’re gifted to serve
b. Gifts are given not earned
c. Gifts are tools
d. Gifts are messy
F. How do we receive the gifts of the Spirit
a. We ask God
b. We trust God
c. Empowerment: the Baptism of the Holy Spirit
d. Impartation
e. Risk: 
i. We learn by doing: OJT
ii. If you want to learn how to swim you have to get in the water
iii. You can’t learn how to swim by reading books or listening to lectures 

4. Last Week: Gifts of the Spirit 3
A. We begin looking at the gifts of discernment: the Eyes of God
a. Wisdom, knowledge and discernment
b. Last week we looked at the Word of Wisdom
B. For each I’ll briefly cover
a. What is the gift?
i. A Word of Wisdom grasps together, from God’s perspective, the what, the why and the when to properly apply the how.
b. What is its purpose?
i. The purpose of a Word of Wisdom is Problem Solving, Counseling and Teaching
c. How does it work?
i. The word of wisdom often comes in the moment
ii. You will perceive in a revelatory way what is being said or done from God’s perspective
iii. When you share, it brings help, understanding, resolution or relief to the hearer.
d. Offer some biblical models
i. King Solomon in 1 Kings 3
ii. Jesus in Matthew 22
iii. And the Apostle James in Acts 15

5. Today we’ll look at the Gift of the Spirit: Word of Knowledge
A. We’ll define it
B. Explain it’s purpose
C. How it works
D. Offer some biblical examples
E. We’ll end with a ministry time
a. We’ll practice doing the stuff

6. Read and pray 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
A. 4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons 7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.

B. Why am I preaching this series?
a. Because I want to help you have a more intimate relationship with God
b. Because I want to help foster a healthier communication between you and the God who loves you with a great and lavish love.
c. Because I am not content to live an academic and intellectual faith only.
d. Because I want to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit.
e. Because I want to help you to live supernatural lives in the power of the Holy Spirit.
f. Because scripture clearly and repeatedly calls us to operate in the gifts
g. Because this is what I have to offer…
i. It’s what God has given me
ii. It’s what God has called me to do

II A Word of Knowledge
1. Definition:
A. A Word of Knowledge is:
a. An utterance inspired by God and spoken by an individual
b. A Word of Knowledge shares factual truths that the Holy Spirit wants communicated concerning a specific occasion, circumstance or situation
c. And with these factual truths a practical application of God’s love
B. In other words…
a. The Spiritual Gift of a Word of Knowledge is a supernatural revelation of knowledge. 
b. Knowledge that is not gained by natural means, for example: research, observation or relationship.
c. It is a means of expressing divinely communicated revelation, inspiration and/or information.
d. It’s a means of communicating and applying God’s love
C. Definition I found online by author Art Thomas
a. “In short, the gift of a Word of Knowledge takes place when the Holy Spirit takes from Christ’s knowledge and makes it known to you… It is very simply a glimpse into the mind of Christ by which we share in His ‘knowing’ about a specific incident, thought, or intention.”

2. Purpose:
A. With a Word of Knowledge God reveals to invite
a. It reveals conditions: physical, emotional or spiritual
b. Or it reveals direction, understanding and insight
B. The revelation invites us to receive from God
a. What God initiates he gives grace for.
b. God pays for what he orders
i. The Word of Knowledge is His order
ii. The application of the Word of Knowledge is His payment
C. Words of Knowledge show us what God is doing
a. They indicate the direction in which God is working
D. Words of Knowledge are faith builders
a. When God reveals something in this way, it’s because he wants something done with the knowledge
b. It stirs faith in the hearer and the speaker
c. A word of Knowledge is only the first step, one that requires a response

3. How does Word of Knowledge work?
A. We ask God and he tells us or God just tells us
a. We Ask God
i. With our focus on the Lord we ask…
· What Lord?
· Lord what are you doing?
b. God Tells Us
i. After asking we listen for his reply
ii. He may speak to us in various ways
c. Sometimes God just tells us
i. The revelation just drops in our laps
ii. Sometimes God interrupts what I’m doing so I can do what he’s doing
iii. It’s means I have to stop what I’m doing and respond to his leading
B. Various Ways We receive a Word of Knowledge
a. We may see a picture in our minds eye
i. I see a knee
b. We may see a word flash before our eyes
i. I see the word knee
c. We may see a word superimposed over a person or a particular part of their body
i. I see the word knee like a digital sign running across a person’s forehead
ii. Or I might see the word knee over their knee
d. We may see a section of a person’s body highlighted or covered in a dark shadow
i. Like a spot light on their knee
ii. Or an area of darkness where the knee is injured
e. We may hear the still small voice of God speak to us internally a word or phrase
i. “Someone’s here has an injured knee.”
f. We might feel their pain in our body
i. Physically or emotionally
ii. My knee actually hurts
iii. Or I feel depressed because of the injury
· Sometimes I feel the emotions first and have to ask God for clarity
· Why am I feeling depressed Lord?
· Is this me or someone else?
g. We may simply feel the power of God upon us
i. It’s alerting us to the fact that God wants to minister to someone present
h. We may sense heat, heaviness or tingling on our hands
i. This is often a sign that God wants us to lay our hands on people to pray for healing
C. We can perceive with varying degrees of clarity
a. Sometime I can feel it “in the room”
i. “Someone here has an injured knee”
b. Sometimes it’s general to an area of the room
i. “Someone on this side of the room has an injured knee”
c. Sometimes it specific to an individual
i. “Someone here named Tom has an injured knee”
d. Sometimes comes with very specific detail
i. “Someone here named Tom, on this side of the room has an injured right knee from an old skiing accident”
D. Personal Examples: 
a. 30 Year Old Thigh Injury Story

4. Let love be your guide
A. “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” ~ Luke 6:31
a. Don’t violate love
b. Don’t do to someone else what you wouldn’t want done to you
B. “Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.” ~ 1 Peter 4:8
a. Don’t uncover people
b. Don’t expose sin
C. Sometimes the best we can do is intercede on their behalf
a. It’s my default response if I don’t know what action to take or how to communicate it in a life giving way, I pray.
D. Sometime we can share the word creatively that honors the person’s dignity and privacy
a. Sometimes it something to be shared privately, not publically
E. Remember the 1 Corinthians 14:3 guidelines for prophetic ministry
a. “But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouraging and comfort.”
b. If it’s weakening, discomforting or discouraging, please don’t share it.
F. We need to get better at communicating God’s words with God’s heart.
a. We need to do right things right
b. We’re capable of doing right things wrong
i. Let mature beyond this
c. I’m convinced that if it’s not loving it’s not God

III Some Biblical Examples of Word of Knowledge
1. Jesus Heals the Sick and Reveals Thoughts
A. Matthew 9:1-8 “1 Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and came to his own town. 2 Some men brought to him a paralyzed man, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the man, “Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.” 3 At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, “This fellow is blaspheming!” 4 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, “Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? 5 Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 6 But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, “Get up, take your mat and go home.” 7 Then the man got up and went home. 8 When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe; and they praised God, who had given such authority to man.”

2. Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead
A. John 11:1-4 “Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.” 4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.”
a. In verse 23 Jesus tells Martha 
i. “Your brother will rise again.”
b. In verses 41-44 we see that Jesus’ Word of Knowledge was accurate “
i. 41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”

3. Choosing a Leader: The Prophet Samuel and King Saul
A. 1 Samuel 9:15-20 “15 Now the day before Saul came, the Lord had revealed this to Samuel: 16 “About this time tomorrow I will send you a man from the land of Benjamin. Anoint him ruler over my people Israel; he will deliver them from the hand of the Philistines. I have looked on my people, for their cry has reached me.” 17 When Samuel caught sight of Saul, the Lord said to him, “This is the man I spoke to you about; he will govern my people.” 18 Saul approached Samuel in the gateway and asked, “Would you please tell me where the seer’s house is?” 19 “I am the seer,” Samuel replied. “Go up ahead of me to the high place, for today you are to eat with me, and in the morning I will send you on your way and will tell you all that is in your heart.20 As for the donkeys you lost three days ago, do not worry about them; they have been found. And to whom is all the desire of Israel turned, if not to you and your whole family line?”
B. So we can see biblically that the Word of Knowledge can be used in various ways, including:
a. Healing the Sick
b. Revealing Thoughts
c. Raising the Dead
d. Choosing a King

4. Next week: Discernment of Spirits


IV Ministry Time
1. I want to add experience to instruction with this series
A. So each week we’ll be making space for the Holy Spirit to minister 
a. If you want to learn how to swim, we have to get in the water
2. Everybody please stand
A. Let’s pray
B. Holy Spirit come and move with your gifts among us
C. Lord give us Words of Knowledge about what you want to do this morning
D. Go where the Holy Spirit leads


