Healing 10

Intro
· Open bibles to Mark 7
· We are working our way through the healing miracles and power encounters of Mark’s gospel
· This morning we will look at the healing of a man who could not hear or speak
· We will be praying for people at the end of the message
· Please be listening for words of knowledge
· Read and Pray: Mark 7:31-36

31 Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon (see-doone), down to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis. 32 There some people brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged Jesus to place his hand on him.

33 After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spit and touched the man’s tongue. 34 He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, “Ephphatha!” (F-A-Tha) (which means “Be opened!”). 35 At this, the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly.

36 Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the more they kept talking about it. 37 People were overwhelmed with amazement. “He has done everything well,” they said. “He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”

· I hope you have been enjoying our jaunt through Mark’s gospel
· Our hop, skip and jump from supernatural event to supernatural event in the life of Jesus
· I know I have

· In 2005 Gary Best (former National Director of Vineyard Canada) published a book titled “Naturally Supernatural”
· Jesus was naturally supernatural
· Not only because he was the “Word made flesh”, Immanuel, God with us – in human form
· But because of how he lived his life here on Earth
· Everywhere he went and everything he did was interwoven with the supernatural
· And here did it all in as natural a fashion as possible
· No hoopla
· No hype
· And a significant lack of “showmanship”

· He did amazing things nonchalantly
· Calming storms
· He’s actually asleep in the boat!
· The disciples had to wake him up!
· Mark 4:39 tells us:
· He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.
· Three words
· Walking on water
· Mark 6:48-50 tells us…
· “…Shortly before dawn he went out to them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them, but when they saw him walking on the lake, they thought he was a ghost. They cried out, because they all saw him and were terrified.”
· He was about to pass by them!
· Just out for a stroll
· Multiplying food
· Mark 6
· Tells the disciples in verse 37 “You give them something to eat.”
· Then blesses a boy’s lunch and feeds thousands and thousands
· Healing the sick
· Heals a paralysed man by telling him his sins are forgiven and then gives him these simple instructions:
· “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 
· The next verse in Mark 2:12 tells us that: 
· He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all.
· Casting out demons
· In Mark chapter one a demon manifest in a church service and Jesus sets the man free with five words:
·  “Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!”
· Mark 1:25
· He once cast out a LEGION of demons but giving them permission to enter a heard of pigs.
· You can read about it in Mark 5:13
· Raising the dead
· He had most of the people leave the room, no grand audience for this...
· Mark 5:41 tells us that:
· He took her by the hand and said to her, “Little girl, I say to you, get up!”

· David Guzik’s commentary on Mark 7
· “Jesus used many different ways of healing. He healed with a word, healed without a word, healed in response to one's faith, healed in response to the faith of another, healed those who asked, and He healed those He approached. Jesus didn't want to be tied down to any "one method" to show that His power was not dependent on any method, but on the sovereign power of God.”
· I agree
· It was all natural for Jesus he lived a supernatural life, naturally.

· That’s what I want
· It what I want for myself and what I want for you
· For all of us to live supernatural lives in the power of the Holy Spirit.
· And we can! - Why?
· Because Christ lives within us!

· Listen to the word of God!
· Saint Paul
· In his letter to the Galatians - Galatians 2:20
· "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.
· In his letter to the Colossians – Colossians 1:25-27
· I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its fullness - the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people. To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
· In his prayer for the church at Ephesus (3:14-19)
· For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge - that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
· Jesus
· In his prayers to the Father for us (John 17:20-23)
· “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one - I in them and you in me - so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
· Franciscan Friar and author Richard Rohr says it this way:
· "Love is not something you do; love is Someone you are. It is your True Self. Love is where you came from and love is where you’re going. It’s not something you can attain. It’s not something you can work up to, as much as something you allow yourself to fall into! It is the living presence of God within you, often called the Holy Spirit, or what some theologians name uncreated grace. You can’t manufacture this by any right conduct. You can’t make God love you one ounce more than God already loves you right now." ~ Richard Rohr
· [bookmark: _GoBack]I want to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit because I can!
· Because we can
· Because the word of God says so.
· Because GOD lives inside me!
· And He lives inside you!
· And get this…
· We can do what Jesus did… and more!
· In John 14:12 Jesus said…
· Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.
· I want all of us to live supernatural lives in the power of the Holy Spirit
· And for us to live that out as naturally as Jesus did
· When you’ve got the good you don’t need the hype
· God lives in us, we’ve got the goods.

Personal Ethos
· I have a personal Ethos - My personal guiding beliefs and ideals
· Passion: I am a passionate man; I love God, people and life passionately.
· I’m an all or nothing kinda guy
· I’m all in or not at all
· Freedom: It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. I am exploring the fullness of that freedom and living in it out as best I can.
· I want to live in the fullness of that freedom
· And I desperately want that for the people entrusted to my care
· I passionately resist rules, regulations and control
· I want to help as many people as I can live free, and live loved
· With God
· With people
· Spirit: I am not content to live an intellectual and academic faith only; I want to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit. I want to know God personally, intimately and experientially.
· In my humble opinion the church exists for God
· To know him, love him and experience him!
· The church in North America is dying because we focus on everything and anything but God!
· Intimacy with God is our life’s highest purpose.
· He is our first love.
· Intimately knowing God is our purpose!
· Creation's purpose: relationship.
· Incarnation's purpose: restoration.
· This journey's purpose: cultivating trust.
· Life's purpose: intimacy.
· Intimacy with Almighty God happens spiritually
· It happens supernaturally
· Destiny: I want to fulfill my God given destiny and help other do the same.

· Guys, there is more, there is so much more. 
· Do not be content with anything less than all!
· OK, back to Mark 7



Mark 7:31
31 Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis. 
· Jesus is a traveling man
· As we’ve seen throughout Mark’s gospel
· Here he in on the move again
· Back through the area where he set the man free from the legion of demons, Gennesaret (ga-na-sa-ret)
· An on to the region of the Decapolis (the 10 cities) 
· Where the man set free from the legion of demons told his story of deliverance.
· Remember the guy? (Mark 5:18-20)
· As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him. Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go home to your own people and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed.

Mark 7:32
32 There some people brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged Jesus to place his hand on him.
· There people have heard the stories
· Possibly, probably from the man who was set free from that legion of demons?
· So they brought this man who can see but can’t hear or speak to Jesus
· And they beg Jesus to lay hands on him
· They made an impassioned plea to Jesus on this man’s behalf
· You know, that’s a pretty good picture of an intercessor
· One who pleads passionately to God on behalf of another 

Mark 7:33
33 After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spit and touched the man’s tongue. 
· Some people he healed publicly
· The paralyzed man in Mark 2
· And man with the shriveled hand in Mark 3
· Others he healed privately
· Like Jairus’ daughter in Mark 5
· And this man here in Mark 7
· And then he did some weird stuff
· He put his fingers in the mans ears
· And then he actually spits and touches it to the man’s tongue
· That’s weird in my house
· I’ve taken many classes on healing and attended many conferences and seminars
· I’ve never seen a section on holy spit
· God’s ways are not our ways
· So why the spit?
· Jesus is simply doing what he sees the Father doing
· John 5:19
· “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.
· Then he prays,
· Well at least I think it would be categorized as prayer…

Mark 7:34
34 He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, “Ephphatha!” (F-A-Tha) (which means “Be opened!”). 
· He looked up to heaven, yes, that sounds like prayer
· And then he sighed deeply
· Vine's Expository Dictionary for sigh:
· Grief or grieve: "to groan" (of an inward, unexpressed feeling of sorrow)
· You can read this “sigh” a few different ways depending on how you perceive God.
· He is tired and exasperated?
· “Oh no, not another person who needs healing?”
· Or is he moved with compassion for this man’s suffering?
· “Oh this poor man has suffered for far too long, let’s help him now.”
· If you still view God as the angry judge than this “sigh” represents an annoyed deity irritated by yet another of humanities needs.
· However, if you see God as loving Father
· This is a sigh of grief over his son’s suffering and pain.
· I see the latter
· With his eyes on heaven and his heart moved Jesus speaks one word and he speaks it passionately
· “Ephphatha!” (F-A-Tha) 
· which means “Be opened!”
· note the explanation point!

Mark 7:35
35 At this, the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly.
· And yet again, with a word of command from Almighty God
· The human body responds to the words of life coming forth from the mouth of God!
· The man’s ears are opened so he can hear
· And his tongue set free so he could speak plainly
· I can just imagine how happy this man must have been
· Absolutely overcome with joy!

· Yes, I want to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit
· Why? So I can see THAT look on someone’s face
· So I can join in the celebration that must have exploded from him in that moment!
· So that others can live free and abundant lives!

Mark 7:36
36 Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the more they kept talking about it. 
· The power of God moves and people simply can not contain it

Mark 7:37
37 People were overwhelmed with amazement. “He has done everything well,” they said. “He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”
· Overwhelmed and amazed
· Who couldn’t do with a little more of this kind of “overwhelmed and amazed in their lives?
· Our God does ALL things well
· He is Good
· And He actually does love us.
· “He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”
· Oh God, overwhelm and amaze us
· Give us ears that hear
· Grant us tongues that proclaim your praise and that can prophesy your heart
· Open our eyes
· And fill us once again with your Holy Spirit

Ministry Time
· OK, who has a word of knowledge?

Let’s Pray
· 

