June 28 2020 Courageous Living Pt 5:
 Reconciliation: Helping a Fractured World Experience the Father’s Love
Video : Call of Christ    or The Calling
[bookmark: _Hlk43806516]Last week Review:  Three (3) Key Concepts To Showing the Father’s Love to a Fractured World:
1. Dignity & Value
2. Diversity & Community
3. [bookmark: _Hlk43211724]Love & Reconciliation 
We were put on this earth to learn how to love. As Jesus says in the Great Commandment, it’s all about learning to love God and learning to love people. If you don’t learn that, you’ve missed your purpose on this planet. We can be agents of love with people who are completely different from us when we listen to them, look them in the eye, learn from them, and laugh with them. We must strive in love to reconcile with others. 
· God Tells Us
· God Shows Us
· God Illuminates Us 
· God Instructs Us


[bookmark: _Hlk43806067]Reconciliation = Implies the idea of restoration of a broken relationship; Peace, Atonement (at-one-ment), a state of change from adversarial to community/friendship; to return to a state of favor.


REVIEW Reconciliation = Implies the idea of restoration of a broken relationship; Peace, Atonement (at-one-ment), a state of change from adversarial to community/friendship; to return to a state of favor.

Reconciliation: Factors in Helping a Fractured World Experience the Father’s Love

Reconciliation is a culmination of several factors: 

1. Love 
2. Acknowledgment of sin/wrong/injustice
3. Understanding of the penalty of that sin/wrong 
4. Justice 
5. Mercy/Forgiveness 
6. Obedience
7. Restoration/Peace/Reconciliation 


1. Love – 
In Love God created us; In Love Pursues a relationship with us; He desires for us to pursue loving relationships with others
· Genesis 1:27,31… 27 So God created mankind in His own image, in the image of God He created them; male and female He created them. 31 God saw all that He had made, and it was very good.
· John 3:16
· Luke 10:27… 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'"
· Romans 14:19  So then, we must pursue what promotes peace and what builds up one another.   1377> diw,kw dioko  Meaning: pursue, run after, seek diligently.



2. Acknowledgment of sin/wrong/injustice;
· Genesis 3:   Adam and Eve commit sin and break fellowship with God; break their peace 
       and relationship
· Romans 3:23… For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
· 1 John 1:8… If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

Adapted from Matt Giro, None Education.com & Social Justice, Mazenod College. October 18, 2017 https://www.quora.com/What-are-the-types-of-social-injustice-What-are-some-examples

Types of injustice
1. Economic - A person who is denied of the opportunity to make money or unfairly paid for the work that they do.
2. Infrastructure - when someone is denied or incumbered from having access to adequate living conditions to allow them to thrive and live to the fullest.
3. Spiritual - When people are unable to practice their religion in certain countries because it is illegal.
4. Discrimination - When someone is being tormented due to their race, country of origin or their beliefs.
5. Violence - A person who lives with the threat of being attacked or receiving physical harm from another person.
6. Political - When a person or political group comes to power and doesn’t give the appropriate rights to the people.
7. Health - Someone suffers physically due to inequitable or inaccessible medical care 
8. Education - When someone or a party are denied education due to any reason such as race, appearance, or background.
9. Environmental - When the community suffers due to the neglect of the environment. (ie. Flint, MI)
10. Gender Injustice - Not giving women or men the rights they deserve in an equitable manner.  (Matt Giro)


3. Understanding of the penalty of that sin/wrong; 
· Romans 6:23… For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
· Galatians 6:7…Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he 
      also reap. 


4. Justice 
The quality of being just, righteousness, moral right; that which is fair, equitable, impartial. 
A relational term, as well as a legal term. Technically, no one is truly just, no capable of understanding or applying justice. It is inextricably linked to God’s nature and He alone is the source of justice.

· Proverbs 21:15… When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers. 
· Amos 5:24… But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
· Isaiah 1:17…“Learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, and please the widow's cause.”
· Romans 3:10-12…10 As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; 11there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. 12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.”





5. Mercy/Forgiveness
With the understanding from point 4 above that no one is worthy of knowing or applying justice, it is then this point of mercy and forgiveness that we can truly know and understand justice.
Mercy/Forgiveness is based on the compassion, goodness and love of God…it is showing undeserved favor and kindness in a time of need or error. “It is God’s patience in action”. (Tim Challies)
God’s mercy is linked with and is the source from which forgiveness is given.

· James 2:12,13… 12 Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, 13 because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment.
· Ephesians 2:4,5… 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved

6. Obedience
There should be a natural flow from justice, receiving of mercy and forgiveness with obedience.

· Micah 6:8… The LORD God has told us what is right and what He demands: "See that justice is done, let mercy be your first concern, and humbly obey your God." (CEV)

· Deuteronomy 5:33… Walk in obedience to all that the LORD your God has commanded you, so that you may live and prosper and prolong your days in the land that you will possess.

· 2 John 1:6…And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have heard from the beginning, His command is that you walk in love. 

· Justice, Mercy & Obedience will result in
7. Restoration/Peace/Reconciliation
· Colossians 1:19-22… 19 For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Christ, 20 and through Christ, God reconciled everything to Himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross.21 This includes you who were once far away from God. You were His enemies, separated from Him by your evil thoughts and actions.22 Yet now He has reconciled you to Himself through the death of Christ in His physical body. As a result, He has brought you into His own presence, and you are holy and blameless as you stand before Him without fault. (NASB/NLT)

· 2 Corinthians 5:17,18-20,21… 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION: …20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: BE RECONCILED TO GOD. 21 God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.

· 2 Corinthians 13:11… Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, encourage one another, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you.

STEPS TO TAKE TO BEGIN THE RECONCILIATION PROCESS
· REMEMBER that we are all created in the Image of God and are of equal value and worth.
· RECOGNIZE that there is a problem.
· RECOMMIT to being “quick to listen and slow to speak” … to Micah 6:8…Act Justly, love mercy, walk humbly with your God.
· RECALL the Great Commandment. “Love the Lord, your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, and Love your neighbor as yourself”.  Put your faith to practice. Love as Christ loved us. Build relationship with people of other backgrounds and fight for justice for all.
