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The Gospel of Mark was written by a close associate of several of the early Church’s
leaders.

Who? John (Hebrew) Mark (Latin)

e Came from a wealthy Jewish family because the Jerusalem Church met in his mother
Mary’s home.

So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.

The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers,
bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. Suddenly an angel of the Lord
appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. “Quick, get
up!” he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists.

Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap your
cloak around you and follow me,” the angel told him. Peter followed him out of the prison, but
he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing a
vision. They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It
opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the length of one
street, suddenly the angel left him.

Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now | know without a doubt that the Lord has sent his
angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything the Jewish people were
hoping would happen.”

When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also called
Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying. Peter knocked at the outer entrance,
and a servant named Rhoda came to answer the door. When she recognized Peter’s voice, she
was so overjoyed she ran back without opening it and exclaimed, “Peter is at the door!” (Acts
12:5-14)

e Joined Paul and Barnabas on their return to Antioch.

During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them, named
Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the
entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) The disciples, as each one
was able, decided to provide help for the brothers and sisters living in Judea. This they did,
sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul. (Acts 11:27-30)

When Barnabas and Saul had finished their mission, they returned from Jerusalem, taking with
them John, also called Mark. (Acts 12:25)



e Accompanied Paul and Barnabas on the first missionary journey.

While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” So after they had fasted and
prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.

The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia and sailed from
there to Cyprus. When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish
synagogues. John was with them as their helper. (Acts 13:2-5)

e Abandoned the mission and returned to Jerusalem from Perga in Pamphylia.

From Paphos, Paul and his companions sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, where John left them to
return to Jerusalem. (Acts 13:13)

e Paul felt that Mark’s failure disqualified him from further service.

“It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are
turning to God. Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by
idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from blood. (Acts 15:19-
20)

Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us go back and visit the believers in all the towns
where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are doing.” Barnabas wanted to take
John, also called Mark, with them, but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he had
deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work. They had such a
sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, but
Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the believers to the grace of the Lord. He went
through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches. (Acts 15:35-41)

¢ In this Paul was wrong, and Mark would later redeem himself in Paul’s eyes.

Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you greetings. And so do Mark,
Avristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow workers. (Philemon 1:23-24)

My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas.
(You have received instructions about him; if he comes to you, welcome him.) (Colossians
4:10)

Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son of
encouragement”)... (Acts 4:36)



Do your best to come to me quickly, for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me
and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia. Only Luke
Is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry. (2
Timothy 4:9-11)

e Church tradition says that Mark worked closely with Peter and his Gospel uniquely
reflects Peter’s teachings.

She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so does my son
Mark. (1 Peter 5:13)

Four Lessons from Mark’s Life:
1) A failure does not mean that you can never again be of service to God.
2) Even the best of Christians can be wrong about things.

When Cephas came to Antioch, | opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. For
before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived,
he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those
who belonged to the circumcision group. The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by
their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. (Galatians 2:11-13)

3) God can use even relational difficulties to accomplish His purposes.
4) We must always be willing to forgive and forget even when others let us down.

For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.
(Matthew 6:14-15)

5) You do not have to be a spiritual superstar to have lasting impact for the kingdom.




