Healing 14

Intro
· Open bibles to Mark 10:46-52
· We are continuing our series on healing
· We’re working our way through Mark’s gospel focusing on the signs, wonders, healings, miracles and power encounters in Jesus’ life
· With the hope of gleaning some helpful insights for ourselves as we learn to live supernatural lives in the power of the Holy Spirit
· Before we jump in to the healing of blind Bartimaeus in Mark 10:46…
· Let me quickly and briefly bring you up to date on the passages we’ve skipped from Mark 9:30 to Mark 10:45
· I’m just going to touch on these passages, 
· I encourage you to study them for yourselves
· I’ll be asking for words of knowledge at the end of my message
· Be listening, thanks.

Mark 9:30-37
· Jesus Predicts His Death a Second Time
· After the transfiguration
· And healing the demonized boy
· Jesus begins teaching his disciples
· He told them in verses 31-32:
· “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will rise.” But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it.
· Have you noticed on your spiritual journey that somethings only make sense with hindsight?
· God works, moves, speaks into our lives and we misunderstand it until later on down the road
· So it is with the disciples
· It’s also here that Jesus addressed the question of who is the greatest
· The disciples had been arguing about this, among themselves, while on the road
· In verse 35 Jesus settles the issue for them saying:
·  “Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant of all.”

Mark 9:38-41
· Whoever Is Not Against Us Is for Us
· In verse 38 John says to Jesus:
· “We saw someone driving out demons in your name and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us.”
· Jesus responds in verses 39-40
· “Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “For no one who does a miracle in my name can in the next moment say anything bad about me, for whoever is not against us is for us.

Mark 9:42-50
· Warning against causing others to stumble in the faith
· Here Jesus issues a warning against causing those who believe in him to stumble saying in verse 42 that:
· it would be better for them if a large millstone were hung around their neck and they were thrown into the sea.

Mark 10:1-12
· After this Jesus went to Judea and began teaching the crowd
· Yet again the Pharisees show up to test Jesus
· This time on the topic of divorce
· It’s from this passage that we often here these verses spoken at weddings (vs 6-9)
· “But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female.’ ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”
Mark 10:13-16
· The Little Children and Jesus
· While Jesus was teaching the crowd, parents brought their children to him and this upset the disciples.
· Jesus has a different response to the kids (vs 14-16)
· When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them.

Mark 10:17-31
· Jesus has his encounter with the Rich Young Ruler
· And afterward he says to his disciples in verse 25:
·  “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”
· When the disciples asked “who then can be saved” Jesus answers in verse 27:
· “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God.”

Mark 10:32-34
· Jesus Predicts His Death a Third Time
· On the way up to Jerusalem Jesus tells his disciples what’s about to happen:
· “…the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, who will mock him and spit on him, flog him and kill him. Three days later he will rise.” (vs 33-34)
· I’m still not sure they’re getting it.

Mark 10:35-45
· James and John jockey for position
· They want to sit on Jesus’ right and left
· They are most likely still expecting an earthly kingdom where Jesus will oust the Romans
· And they want to be placed in positions of highest authority right next to Jesus
· This annoys the other 10 disciples
· And Jesus addresses the situation
· Verses 42-45
· Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
· His ways are not our ways
· OK, that brings you up today,
· Let’s look at the healing of Blind Bartimaeus

Mark 10:46-52: Blind Bartimaeus Receives His Sight
· Verses 46-47
· Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (which means “son of Timaeus”), was sitting by the roadside begging. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
· Poor Bartimaeus
· He’s blind, he’s a beggar AND he’s got a rough name
· Son of Timaeus
· Timaeus meaning: ethically and religiously unclean and impure.
· Ouch
· And I thought Zawacki was bad!
· Bartimaeus has nothing to lose and everything to gain when he hears Jesus passing by
· No doubt he’d heard the stories of the healings and miracles
· So he makes his presence known without reservation or apology

· The text tells us that he began to shout
· Shout meaning: to complain, or argue loudly or vehemently
· A verb meaning to "croak" as a raven, to scream, to call aloud, to shriek, exclaim or entreat
· To cry out
· In Matthew 11:12 Jesus says:
· And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.
· I think Bartimeaus is a great example if this verse
· He would not be denied!
· This was anything but a polite request for assistance
· This is the passionate plea of a desperate man with absolutely NOTHING to lose
· At the top of his voice he shrieks:
· “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
· I love that he cries out for mercy
· Not justice
· Not vengeance
· But mercy
· He’s asking for pity, for compassion

· Verse 48 
· Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”
· Apparently, this shrieking was disruptive and annoying to those in the crowd
· But Bartimaeus, son of the ethically and religiously unclean and impure only shouted even louder
· “Son of David, have mercy on me!”
· This blind man saw his shot at healing and a better life and went for it
· And his tenacity paid off
· He has captured Jesus’ attention
· Verse 49-50
· Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you.” Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.
· He’s on the floor
· Probably in the same spot he has been begging from for a long-time now
· Unseen because of the crowd
· But not unheard

· Jesus stops and calls for him
· Can you imagine the joy in Bartimaeus’ heart, wow!
· Of course he jumped to his feet
· Can’t you see him desperately throwing off his beggars cloak, passionately jumping to his making his way through the crowd?
· I sure can!
· He makes his way to Jesus and Jesus asks him a question

· Verse 51 
· “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him. The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.”
· Plain, simple, direct and perfectly to the point
· Simple question and simple answer
· “Rabbi, I want to see.”
· Bartimeaus actually uses the title “Rabboni” when addressing Jesus
· It is a stronger term then 'Rabbi' 
· It means Lord or Master
· Here Bartimaeus is humbly expressing honor toward Jesus 
· And here we see, once again, Jesus doing what he said he came to do:
· Luke 4:18-19
· “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners     and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

· Verse 52 
· “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.
· And that’s it
· With a word “Go” Jesus heals Bartimaeus restoring his sight
· Jesus tells Bartimaeus that…
· “your faith has healed you.”
· Your “pistis” has healed you
· Your trust in me has healed you
· Concerning this phrase “your faith has healed you” commentator David Guzik writes:
· How did the faith of the blind man save him? Because it was:
· Faith that was determined to reach Jesus 
· (he cried out all the more)
· Faith that knew who Jesus was 
· (Son of David)
· Faith that came humbly to Jesus 
· (have mercy on me)
· Faith that humbly submitted to Jesus 
· (Rabboni)
· Faith that can tell Jesus what it wants 
· (that I may receive my sight)
· I want to talk to Bartimaeus one day
· Ask him about this day
· What a story he has to tell!
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· What can we learn from this?
· Trust has profound implications for our spiritual journeys
· Jesus can do with a word what we couldn’t accomplish with a lifetime of words
· Passion pays
· There’s something to be said for passionately going after Jesus
· May we all be just as passionate as Bartimaeus

Ministry Time
· Ask for words of knowledge
· Pray for passion
· Pray for mercy
· Pray for sight
