Galatians 3:1-5

Intro
· Open Bibles to Galatians 3

· Today we will continue our series on Paul’s letter to the Galatians
· It is the most passionate of Paul’s writings

· In the first two chapters Paul is responding to false accusations made against him by Jewish Believers
· Namely that he was a people pleaser
· Only telling people what they want to hear
· That his gospel – the gospel of grace was:
· False
· Incomplete
· Man made
· Not divinely inspired 
· And that Gentile believes still needed to follow the Mosaic Law

· Additionally, there was some question concerning apostolic support
· It appears that some Jewish believes associated with the Apostle James had swayed Peter, Barnabas as well as other Jewish believers to their side.
· That adherence to Jewish laws and customs were required for salvation.
· Paul tells a story of his very public face to face confrontation with Peter over this… 
· and how it got Peter and the others back on the right track
· With his story complete, Paul, again, returns his attention to the Galatians

Galatians 3:1
You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified.
· Sounds harsh in the NIV
· But that’s nothing compared to the J. B. Phillips Translations 
· It phrases the beginning of verse 1 this way:
· O you dear idiots of Galatia
· Not exactly people pleasing language

· According to Vine’s Dictionary of Biblical words foolish means:
· "Not understanding" or “not applying the mind,"
· Specifically, here is Galatians 3:1 and again in verse 3, it signifies "senselessness," or…
· “An unworthy lack of understanding; sometimes, carrying with it a sense of a moral reproach and describes a person who does not govern his lusts, and it’s associated evil desires.”
· When Paul calls the Galatians foolish he’s saying that
· Though they were capable…
· They haven’t had the moral fortitude to think this through
· They choose not to think it through
· Paul is referring to what the Galatians already knew, 
· Things they had been taught.
· The knowledge and understanding were there, 
· but they simply were not using them.

· Who has bewitched you?
· Bewitched here is used figuratively, not literally 
· With the meaning of leading someone into evil doctrine.
· Which is exactly what has happened
· What Paul means here is that 
· Their thinking is so clouded - and so unbiblical
· That it seems as if some type of spell had been cast over them.

· William Barkley translates this first portion of Galatian 3:1 this way:
· O senseless Galatians, who has put the evil eye on you.
· Putting “the evil eye” on someone was a common NY Italian expression
· I’m not so sure if it is common here on PEI
· The ancient Greeks were accustomed to it
· And feared the idea that a spell could be cast upon them by an "evil eye."
· Traditionally, the "evil eye" was thought to work in the same way that a serpent could hypnotize its prey - with its eyes.  
· Once the victim looked into the "evil eye," a spell could be cast.  
· Therefore, the way to overcome the evil eye was simply not to look at it.  
· Paul uses this phrase, this word picture, this analogy of being “bewitched”…
· As a way of exhorting the Galatians to keep their eyes on Jesus
· Always, steadfastly, on Jesus.

· I wish the Galatians were an anomaly
· Sadly, they are not
· How easily the church is bewitched today
· Running after modern day works
· And forsaking relationship
· Sometimes we’re like spiritual infants who will shove anything into our mouths
· Other times were more life fussy teenagers who refuse to dine on the finest of truths
· Other times it is the things of earth that tempt us and lead us astray from the truth
· Other times, the journey is harder than expected
· Or God doesn’t work according to our expectations
· And we choose to go our own way instead of His
· Maybe we ought not judge the Galatians too harshly

Galatians 3:1b
Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified.
· Before your very eyes…
· Not meaning that they physically attended the crucifixion
· But that Paul had clearly portrayed the meaning and purpose of the crucifixion to them when he was last with them.
· He means that the truth of Jesus and Him crucified…
· And the greatness of His work for them…
· Was clearly laid out for them.
· So clearly that they could or should be able to see it clearly

· Of this second half of verse 1 Commentator David Guzik writes:
· “The idea behind “clearly portrayed” is something like "billboarded," to publicly display as in setting on a billboard.  Paul wonders how the Galatians could have missed the message, because he certainly made it clear enough to them.”

· The Galatians’ vision of Jesus Christ and Him crucified has become cloudy.  
· They no longer see Jesus and His work on the cross as the center of their Christian lives, 
· now it is “Jesus plus” 
· Jesus plus what they must do for Him.
· When the Galatians walked away from “Christ alone” to “Jesus plus”...
· They walked away from the message of the gospel of grace that Paul proclaimed so clearly to them.

Galatians 3:2
I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by believing what you heard?
· I’m astonished by this
· I really shouldn’t be, but I am
· These Galatians had not only accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior
· But they also received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit

· For some this is one in the same event
· For others, they are two entirely separate events
· For others, they received the spirit unaware
· Until it manifests at another time
· For me, I was lead to Christ and immediately after received prayer for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit 

· What was the timeline for these Galatians?
· Was it one in the same event?
· Who knows
· And does it really matter
· As part of their spiritual journey…
· With Paul… to Christ
· The Galatians “received the Spirit”

· And now Paul challenges these Spirit-filled Galatians with a question:
· Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by believing what you heard?
· Paul is asking how did you get here??
· It’s a rhetorical question
· Of course it WASN’T by works of the law
· It was by grace through faith
· By believing what that had heard in the gospel of grace

Galatians 3:3
Are you so foolish? After beginning by means of the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means of the flesh?
· The short answer is yes – they are indeed so foolish
· Throughout church history moves of God come and moves of God go for this very reason
· They begin as a move of the Spirit
· And die out when they finish by means of the flesh
· Denomination that begun as move of the Spirit no longer embrace the Gifts of the Spirit
· John Wimber once made the point that a movement goes through three phases
· 10 years up
· 10 years plateau 
· 10 years down
· At some point the movement needs revival or renewal lest it dies
· Take note, the Vineyard Movement is 40 years old
· And many have abandoned their spirit-filled roots

· If we choose to live a Spirit-filled life…
· We will eventually be challenged with this option
· Will we choose respectability or the anointing?
· Will we risk looking foolish?
· Will we once again embrace what God is currently doing in our midst?
· Or will we choose sophistication and respectability and “balance”?

· Sadly, over the years, I have seen many, who like the Galatians…
· After beginning by means of the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means of the flesh
· Lord have mercy on us
· May we choose a life in the Spirit again and again and again

· The Holy Spirit is not a "prize" earned through the works of the law.
· It is a gift, God’s free gift of Himself to us
· Just like us, the Galatians received this free gift of the Holy Spirit through simple faith.

· As David Guzik puts it, imagine this:
· A Gentile is told he must come under the Law of Moses, or God will not bless him.  This means he must be circumcised according to the Law of Moses.  So he goes in for the operation, and as soon as the cut is made, the Holy Spirit is poured out upon him!  Is this how it works?  Of course not!  We receive the Holy Spirit by faith, not by coming under the works of the law.
· This is exactly what these Jewish believes have been telling the new gentile followers of Jesus
· Can you imagine?

· A gift is a gift
· This is no working for it
· Otherwise it’s not a gift – it’s earned income
· In the same way, there is no working for the gift of the Holy Spirit
· Jesus made it clear that all we needed to do was simply ask:

· Luke 11:9-13
· “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
· Our Heavenly Father is a good Dad who knows how to give good gifts to His kids

Galatians 3:4
Have you experienced so much in vain - if it really was in vain?
· If they stay this course of “Jesus Plus”
· Jesus Plus works
· Jesus Plus law
· Then yes it has been in vail
· If they return to the path of “Christ Alone” 
· Then, no, it has not been in vain
· Threatened and attacked but not in vain

Galatians 3:5
So again I ask, does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you by the works of the law, or by your believing what you heard?
· Again Paul challenges them with a direct question
· Apparently, the Galatians had seen supernatural activity 
· Miracles had been worked among them
· Because they had been filled with the Holy Spirit

· They never experienced this under the law
· Supernatural activity never took place until they were filled with the Holy Spirit
· Not the law, but only by believing
· By putting their trust in Christ
· Having heard the gospel of Grace

· The Galatians were somehow deceived by these Jewish believes
· Deceived into thinking that spiritual growth or maturity could be achieved through the works of the law
· Instead of continuing in simple faith and loving intimacy with Jesus.

· Paul is asking them plainly:
· "You received the greatest gift - the Holy Spirit of God - by faith.  
· Are you going on from there, not by faith, but by trusting in your own obedience under the Law of Moses?"
· For some of these Galatians, and sadly, many Christians today, the answer is yes.

· This lays out one of the fundamental differences between the principle of law and the principle of grace.  
· Under law, we are blessed and grow spiritually by earning and deserving.  
· Under grace, we are blessed and grow spiritually by believing and receiving.  
· God deals with you Galatians under the covenant of grace; 
· Why are you trying to deal with Him on the principle of law?  

Application:
· Where are you today?
· Law or Grace
· Have you, like so may others…
· Little by little, heaped upon yourself bits and pieces of law
· Until you feel spiritually suffocated, restricted and stifled?
· Would you like to be set free?
· And return again to grace, to freedom and to life in the Holy Spirit
· Then please stand and let me pray for you

[bookmark: _Hlk480454767]Let’s Pray:
· Oh God set us free
· Set us completely free
· Deliver us from evil
· And set us free from the parasites of the law
· From the parasites of performance based Christianity 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]That have affixed themselves to us over the years
· Get those blood suckers off of us
· And help us live in the fullness of the freedom that is rightly ours in Christ Jesus

Ministry Time:
· If you need pray this morning
· Please come forward during the final song
· Nadine, Wayne, Teressa please come up and pray for folks
