The Gospel of John 5:1-15

Introduction
· Open Bibles to John 5
· We’ve completed the first four chapters of John
· Today we begin looking at chapter 5
· Read and Pray: John 5:1-15

Sometime later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals. 2 Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is surrounded by five covered colonnades. 3 Here a great number of disabled people used to lie - the blind, the lame, the paralyzed and they waited for the moving of the waters. 4 From time to time an angel of the Lord would come down and stir up the waters. The first one into the pool after each such disturbance would be cured of whatever disease they had. 5 One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?”

7 “Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.”

8 Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” 9 At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked.

The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, 10 and so the Jewish leaders said to the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat.”

11 But he replied, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’ ”

12 So they asked him, “Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?”

13 The man who was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there.

14 Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, “See, you are well again. Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you.” 15 The man went away and told the Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had made him well.

Jesus heals a man at the pool of Bethesda.
· Verse 1
· Sometime later… how much later, we really don’t know. Just that time had passed.
· “…one of the Jewish festivals.”
· We don't know which feast this was
· It was probably one of the major three feasts which required attendance. 
· Passover, Pentecost, or Purim.
· If it was a Passover, then we can date four Passovers in Jesus' ministry and we know it lasted about 3½ years.
· Verse 2
· The pool of Bethesda.
· 2 Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is surrounded by five covered colonnades. 
· Research has shown that:
· This pool has been excavated in the area just north of the temple mount, and found to have five porches, just as John says. 
· It is also right next to a church from the crusader period
· And I’ve read that it has fabulous acoustics.

· Verse 3-4
· 3 Here a great number of disabled people used to lie - the blind, the lame, the paralyzed and they waited for the moving of the waters. 4 From time to time an angel of the Lord would come down and stir up the waters. The first one into the pool after each such disturbance would be cured of whatever disease they had. 
· I find it interesting the anti signs and wonders bias I find from some commentators
· Some want to explain this healing by the Angel of the Lord stirring the waters as merely a legend
· Some go to great lengths to explain this phenomenon
· Why not just believe it?
· Surely this isn’t beyond God – right? 
· And it’s in the Bible.
· After all there are many other unusual occasions healing in the Bible:
· The purified pot of stew (2 Kings 4:38-41)
· The healing of Naaman by washing in the Jordan River (2 Kings 5:10-14)
· The healing of the man who touched the bones of Elisha (2 Kings 13:20-21)
· Healing of those who have the shadow of Peter upon them (Acts 5:14-16)
· The healing of those who have Paul's handkerchiefs upon them (Acts 19:11-12)
· God can and does do things in unexpected and unusual ways. 
· He’s not limited to some standardized formula or method of operation
· Or our sense of logic, reason and understanding.
· Actually, it’s quite arrogant of us to think we - in this current age of human existence - possess the highest level of logic, reason or understanding
· He’s ways are not our ways.
Jesus questions a lame man.
· Verse 5-6
· 5 One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?”
· Do you want to get well? 
· This question may seem rhetorical, 
· Jesus knew that not every sick person wants to be healed 
· Disability in West Virginia
· There was a common joke among West Virginian’s
· … “don’t touch me I’m on disability”
· But more seriously
· Some people are so discouraged that they have given up all hope of ever being well.
· I can imagine that some of the people around this pool might be at the point of hopelessness
· Jesus is dealing with a man who’s heart may be as withered as well as his legs. 
· This is not the only time Jesus has asked this type of question:
· He asked it when: 
· John and James asked, through their mother, to be "top guys" in Jesus' administration
· “What do you want me to do for you?” ~ Mark 10:36
· When two blind men cried out to be healed
· “What do you want me to do for you?” ~ Mark 10:51 
· and when Jesus invited His disciples to come follow Him 
· “What do you want?” ~ John 1:38
· Jesus likes to ask questions
· At this point it’s reasonable to wonder if this man really wanted to be healed. 
· One commentator points out: 
· "An eastern beggar often loses a good living by being cured of his disease."
· As bad as our current situation is, at least we are familiar with it. 
· We know it. 
· It won't surprise us. 
· We can be more comfortable in our present misery than taking the steps we need to be free.

· David Guzik share this illustration in his commentary on the text:
· In 1993, it was reported that a small order of Franciscan nuns in Prague decided to subsidize their convent by opening the downstairs of their facility - formerly an underground detention center used by the Communists to imprison and torture their enemies - as a hotel. For $33 a night, you could stay in a former prison cell. The proprietors say they try to achieve a middle ground between comfort and authenticity in the "hotel. " Many people are really looking for just that - a comfortable prison cell.
· It was the famous French Enlightenment writer, historian and philosopher Voltaire who said: 
· “It is hard to free fools from the chains they revere.”
· Please hear me, I’m certainly not blaming the sick for not being healed, 
· Simply that sometimes we get so familiar with it that it’s hard to let it go.

The man replies and Jesus heals him.

· Verse 7
· 7 “Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.”
· The man's answer is basically, "Yes, I want to be made well, but I don't see how this can happen."
· Calvin speaks well of his response:
· "The sick man does what we nearly all do. He limits God's help to his own ideas and does not dare promise himself more that he conceives in his mind."
· J. B. Phillips wrote a famous book about this problem, titled “Your God is too Small”. 
· For many of us, we create a small God in our heads, a God who is limited by whatever "box" we try to put God into.
· If God is small enough to fit in my head, he’s too small to be my God.
· Verse 8-9
· 8 Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” 9 At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked. The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, 
· In this miracle, Jesus does it all. 
· In this case, He could not say to this man what He said on some other occasions: 
· Like the woman with the issue of blood is Matthew 9:22
· “Take heart, daughter,” he said, “your faith has healed you.”
· Jesus took the initiative here
· It wasn’t the invalid’s faith but Jesus’ that healed him.

New Testament describes many different ways people may be healed.
· The elders of the church can anoint someone with oil, pray for them, and they may be healed 
· (James 5:14-16).
· God's people can lay hands on each other in prayer, ask God for healing, and people may be healed 
· (Mark 16:17-18).
· God may grant someone a gift of healing - either that they are directly healed, or have the power to minister healing to another 
· (1 Corinthians 12:9).
· God may grant healing in response to the faith of the person who desires to be healed 
· (Matthew 9:22).
· God may grant healing in response to the faith of another on behalf of the person who is healed 
· (Mark 2:4-5, Matthew 8:13).
· Friends lower man through Peter’s roof
· God may heal through medical treatment 
· (1 Timothy 5:23, James 5:14 with Luke 10:34).
· But in this case, none of these methods involving human participation are used. 
· Sometimes God just sovereignly heals. 
· He takes the initiative, 
· In his great love and mercy - He does the work.
· Why did Jesus choose this man to heal? 
· Why did Jesus not heal the others there who were sick or crippled? 
· God's ways in such matters are often past our finding out, 
· I know that when I minister prophetically I go where the Spirit leads.
· I see who has light on them
· I try to do what I perceive the Father is doing.
· John 5:19 says:
· Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.
· Maybe that’s all he saw the Father doing in that place, at that time?

The Sabbath controversy.
· The Jews ignore the miracle and take offense.
· Verse 10-11
· The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, 10 and so the Jewish leaders said to the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat.” 11 But he replied, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’ ”
· Yet again we see this ongoing theological conflict between Jesus and the Jewish leaders
· Between grace and law
· Between the old way and the new way
· Between the last move of God and the new move of God
· Between the old wineskin and the new wineskin
· “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat.”
· The old like to quote the rule and regulations while ignoring the life right in front of their faces
· Carrying a bed (actually a sleeping-mat or a bedroll) was in fact a violation of the rabbis' interpretation of the commandment against doing work or business on the Sabbath. 
· This devotion to the rabbis' interpretation of the Sabbath law still goes on today. 
· An April, 1992 news item: 
· Tenants let three apartments in an Orthodox neighborhood in Israel burn to the ground while they asked a rabbi whether a telephone call to the fire department on the Sabbath would violate Jewish law. 
· Observant Jews are forbidden to use the phone on the Sabbath, because doing so would break an electrical current, which is considered a form of work. 
· In the half-hour it took the rabbi to decide "yes," the fire spread to two neighboring apartments.
· We are just as susceptible to our own version of legalism
Verse 12 -13
· 12 So they asked him, “Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?” 13 The man who was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there.
· The Jewish leaders didn't want to know who healed the crippled man. 
· They wanted to know who told him to carry a bedroll on the Sabbath day.
· They weren’t looking for the healer 
· They we’re looking for the law breaker
· They wanted to identify the rule breaker
· Who colored outside their clearly defined lines
· The man didn’t know and couldn’t say
· How blind are people in bondage to religion
· Instead of celebrating the miracle they want to reinforce their traditional rules and regulations.

Jesus warns the healed man of a greater danger.
Verses 14-15
· 14 Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, “See, you are well again. Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you.” 15 The man went away and told the Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had made him well.
·  I love the way Peterson puts verse 14 in the Message
· A little later Jesus found him in the Temple and said, “You look wonderful! You’re well! Don’t return to a sinning life or something worse might happen.”
· Jesus found him, encouraged him and gave him wise counsel.
· You look wonderful!
· You ARE well!
· It’s time for change
· Could it be his condition was the result of sinful activity?
· Sometimes the consequences of sin are their own punishment
· Religion reads this text and hears: 
· “Sin again and I’ll get you!”
· Love reads this and hears 
· “I care about you, please don’t do that again, it could be even worse next time.”
· The man went away and told the Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had made him well.
· Let’s not be too hard on the guy for ratting Jesus out.
· A violation of the Sabbath tradition could be punished by excommunication or even death.

Let’s Pray:
· Father give us eyes to see what you are doing
· Set us free from the bondage of religion
· Let your healing power flow again in the Vineyard
