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A critical aspect of Jesus’ ministry was the selection and training of a small group of men 

to follow in His footsteps and continue His mission. 

I. Interest in Jesus continued to grow to the point that He had to take precautions to 

avoid being crushed by the crowds. (v. 7-10) 

Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they were all expecting him. Then a man 

named Jairus, a synagogue leader, came and fell at Jesus’ feet, pleading with him to come to his 

house because his only daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying. 

As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him. (Luke 8:40-42) 

 

II. Amazingly, while the religious scholars did not recognize Jesus true identity, the 

demonized did. (v. 11-12) 

 
Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an impure spirit cried out, “What do 

you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the 

Holy One of God!” 

“Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” The impure spirit shook the man violently 

and came out of him with a shriek. 

The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A new teaching—and 

with authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey him.” News about him 

spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee. (Mark 1:23-28) 

 
 
The whole town gathered at the door, and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also 

drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew who he was. 

(Mark 1:33-34) 

 

Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was in the temple 

courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. The Jews who were there gathered around him, 

saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 

Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name 

testify about me,
 
but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. My sheep listen to my 

voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no 

one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; 

no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.” 

Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus said to them, “I have 

shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?” 



“We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, because you, a 

mere man, claim to be God.” (John 10:25-33) 

 

III. In preparation for His next two years of ministry, Jesus chose twelve men who would 

be with Him constantly to learn and train to be Apostles. (v. 13-19) 

One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God. 

(Luke 6:12) 

 

If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding 

fault, and it will be given to you. (James 1:5) 

 

When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also 

designated apostles: (Luke 6:13) 
 

THE TWELVE APOSTLES 

Name: A.K.A. Related to: Occupation/Known For: 

Simon Peter/Cephas Brother of 

Andrew 

Fisherman 

James The Greater 

Boanerges – Sons of Thunder 

Son of Zebedee 

Brother of John 

Fisherman / first martyr 

(Acts 12:2) 

John Disciple whom Jesus loved 

Boanerges – Sons of Thunder 

Son of Zebedee 

Brother of James 

Fisherman 

Gospel/Epistle writer 

Andrew  Brother of Simon Fisherman 

Phillip (not the Evangelist in Acts) Friend of 

Nathaniel 

Unknown/ bringing 

people to Jesus 

Bartholomew Nathaniel Son of Tolmai 

Friend of Phillip 

Unknown / According 

to Jesus, “in whom 

there is nothing false.” 

Matthew Levi Son of Alphaeus Tax Collector / Gospel 

writer 

Thomas Didymus (meaning “twin”) 

Doubting Thomas 

 Unknown / Struggled to 

believe the resurrection 

James The “Lesser” Son of Alphaeus Unknown / Tradition: 

evangelized Persia 

Thaddaeus Lebbaeus, whose surname was 

Thaddaeus (KJV Mt. 10:3) 

Judas (not Iscariot (Jn)) 

 

 

Son of James (Lk) 

Unknown 

Simon  The Zealot 

The Canaanite (KJV) 

 Unknown 

Judas Iscariot The Betrayer / Traitor Son of Simon 

Iscariot 

Unknown / Treasurer, 

thief 

 



 

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on 

his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the 

twelve tribes of Israel. (Matthew 19:28) 

 

Paul, an apostle—sent not from men nor by a man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who 

raised him from the dead— (Galatians 1:1) 

 

For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I 

persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was 

not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that 

was with me. (1 Corinthians 15:9-10) 

 

For God, who was at work in Peter as an apostle to the circumcised, was also at work in me as 

an apostle to the Gentiles. (Galatians 2:8) 

 

On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?” 

Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you? 

Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! The Spirit gives life; the 

flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and life. 

Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known from the beginning which 

of them did not believe and who would betray him. He went on to say, “This is why I told you 

that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled them.” 

From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. 

“You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. 

Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 

We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 

Then Jesus replied, “Have I not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil!” (He meant 

Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, who, though one of the Twelve, was later to betray him.) (John 

6:60-71) 

 
 
Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is 

clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” For he knew who was going to betray 

him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. (John 13:10-11) 

 
 
“I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfill this passage of 

Scripture: ‘He who shared my bread has turned against me.’
 
[Psalm 41:9] 

“I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that I am 

who I am. Very truly I tell you, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever 

accepts me accepts the one who sent me.” 

After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, “Very truly I tell you, one of 

you is going to betray me.” 



His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. One of them, the 

disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. Simon Peter motioned to this disciple 

and said, “Ask him which one he means.” 

Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” 

Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in 

the dish.” Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. As 

soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. 

So Jesus told him, “What you are about to do, do quickly.” But no one at the meal understood 

why Jesus said this to him. Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was 

telling him to buy what was needed for the festival, or to give something to the poor. As soon as 

Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night. (John 13:18-30) 

 

I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I 

have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to 

you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear 

fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 

(John 15:15-16) 

 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the 

gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in 

Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. (Ephesians 2:8-10) 

 

And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable 

people who will also be qualified to teach others. (2 Timothy 2:2) 

 

When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary 

men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. (Acts 4:13) 

 


