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The enemies of God have deceived people into rejecting God’s good plan for humanity’s

functioning.

So | tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in
the futility of their thinking. They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the
life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts.
(Ephesians 4:17-18)

The Deception’s Origin
(Genesis 3:1-7)

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LorD God had made. He said
to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘Y ou must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”

? The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, *but God did
say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not
touch it, or you will die.””

*«You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. °>“For God knows that when you
eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6
When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and
also desirable for gaining wisdom...

The Temptation Fall’s Effect
Did God really say...? (v 1-4) Mind
(Distrust of God’s Word)

God’s keeping good things from you (v. 5a, 6) Emotions
(Desiring inappropriate things)

You can be like God (in-charge of your life) (v.5b) Will
(Doing wrong)

I. God calls Christian women to be more concerned with inward character than

outward appearance. (v. 9-10)




Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as elaborate hairstyles and the
wearing of gold jewelry or fine clothes. Rather, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading
beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight. For this is the way the
holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to adorn themselves. (1 Peter 3:3-5)

Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.
(Proverbs 31:30)

Il.  God calls Christian women to embrace the differences in roles that He has ordained.
(v. 11-13)

Your desire will be for your husband,
and he will rule over you.” (Genesis 3:16)

Dear friends, | urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage

war against your soul... Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority... (1
Peter 2:11, 13)

Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, if any of them do not
believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, when
they see the purity and reverence of your lives. (1 Peter 3:1-2)

Now the overseer (Elder, Bishop) is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, (1 Timothy 3:2)

For man did not come from woman, but woman from man; neither was man created for woman,

but woman for man. (1 Corinthians 11:8-9)

Women should remain silent in the churches. They are not allowed to speak, but must be in
submission, as the law says. If they want to inquire about something, they should ask their own
husbands at home; for it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church.

Or did the word of God originate with you? Or are you the only people it has reached? If
anyone thinks they are a prophet or otherwise gifted by the Spirit, let them acknowledge that
what [ am writing to you is the Lord’s command. (1 Corinthians 14:34-37)

Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. For the husband is the
head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. Now as
the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.
(Ephesians 5:22-24)



I1l.  God calls Christian women to value and celebrate the contributions that He has

uniquely equipped them to provide. (v. 14-15)
A. Life-Giver

For you created my inmost being;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
| praise you because | am fearfully and wonderfully made;
your works are wonderful,
I know that full well.
My frame was not hidden from you
when | was made in the secret place,
when | was woven together in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes saw my unformed body;
all the days ordained for me were written in your book
before one of them came to be.
How precious to me are your thoughts,[a] God!
How vast is the sum of them!
Were | to count them,
they would outnumber the grains of sand—
when | awake, | am still with you. (Psalms 139:13-18)

As you do not know the path of the wind,

or how the body is formed in a mother’s womb,
S0 you cannot understand the work of God,

the Maker of all things. (Ecclesiastes 11:5)

B. Nurturer

Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, so we cared for you. Because we loved you so
much, we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well. (1
Thessalonians 2:7-8)

C. Spiritual Influencer

I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your
mother Eunice and, | am persuaded, now lives in you also. (2 Timothy 1:5)

Has not the one God made you? You belong to him in body and spirit. And what does the one
God seek? Godly offspring. (Malachi 2:15a)
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Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your eyes
have seen or let them fade from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and

to their children after them. (Deuteronomy 4:9)

These commandments that | give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your
children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you

lie down and when you get up. (Deuteronomy 6:6-7)



