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True worship is an essential element of evangelism.

I.  True believers delight to declare what God has done for them. (v. 1-2)

LORD, be gracious to us;
we long for you.
Be our strength every morning,
our salvation in time of distress. (Isaiah 33:2)

Yes, LORD, walking in the way of your laws,
we wait for you;

your name and renown
are the desire of our hearts. (Isaiah 26:8)

So this is what the Sovereign LORD says: "See, | lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a
sure foundation; the one who trusts will never be dismayed. (Isaiah 28:16)

As for me, | will always have hope;
I will praise you more and more.
My mouth will tell of your righteous deeds,
of your saving acts all day long—
though I know not how to relate them all.
I will come and proclaim your mighty acts, Sovereign LORD;
I will proclaim your righteous deeds, yours alone.
Since my youth, God, you have taught me,
and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds.
Even when | am old and gray,
do not forsake me, my God,
till I declare your power to the next generation,
your mighty acts to all who are to come. (Psalms 71:14-18)

No, we declare God’s wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time
began. (1 Corinthians 2:7)

For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 3:11)

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare
the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. (1Peter 2:9)

Il.  True believers’ worship can motivate others to believe. (v. 3)

Sing joyfully to the Lord, you righteous;
it is fitting for the upright to praise him.



Praise the Lord with the harp;
make music to him on the ten-stringed lyre.
Sing to him a new song;
play skillfully, and shout for joy.
For the word of the Lord is right and true;
he is faithful in all he does.
The Lord loves righteousness and justice;
the earth is full of his unfailing love. (Psalms 33:1-5)

Sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LORD, all the earth.
Sing to the LORD, praise his name;
proclaim his salvation day after day.
Declare his glory among the nations,
his marvelous deeds among all peoples.
For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise;
he is to be feared above all gods.
For all the gods of the nations are idols,
but the LORD made the heavens. (Psalms 96:1-5)

Sing to the LORD a new song,
for he has done marvelous things;
his right hand and his holy arm
have worked salvation for him.
The LORD has made his salvation known
and revealed his righteousness to the nations.
He has remembered his love
and his faithfulness to Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God. (Psalms 98:1-3)

Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate
together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added
to their number daily those who were being saved. (Acts 2:46-47)

The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and
beaten with rods. After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was
commanded to guard them carefully. When he received these orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened
their feet in the stocks.

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening
to them. Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once
all the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose. The jailer woke up, and when he saw the
prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had
escaped. But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!”

The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. He then brought them out and
asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”

They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” (Acts 16:22-31)



Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another
with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, always giving
thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Ephesians 5:18-20)

1. True believers are blessed by God for shunning idolatry. (v. 4)

Do not turn away after useless idols. They can do you no good, nor can they rescue you, because they are
useless. (1 Samuel 12:21)

Do not let your heart envy sinners,
but always be zealous for the fear of the LORD. (Proverbs 23:17)

We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers
of this age, who are coming to nothing. No, we declare God’s wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden and that
God destined for our glory before time began. (1 Corinthians 2:6-7)

Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or
what fellowship can light have with darkness? (2 Corinthians 6:14)

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires
and greed, which is idolatry. (Colossians 3:5)

For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do—Iiving in debauchery, lust,
drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. (1 Peter 4:3)

IV.  True believers remember and recount God’s abundant blessings. (v. 5)

Fear the LORD your God and serve him. Hold fast to him and take your oaths in his name. He is the one you
praise; he is your God, who performed for you those great and awesome wonders you saw with your own eyes.
Your ancestors who went down into Egypt were seventy in all, and now the LORD your God has made you as
numerous as the stars in the sky. (Deuteronomy 10:20-22)

The whole earth is filled with awe at your wonders;
where morning dawns, where evening fades,
you call forth songs of joy. (Psalms 65:8)

I will open my mouth with a parable;
I will utter hidden things, things from of old—
things we have heard and known,
things our ancestors have told us.
We will not hide them from their descendants;
we will tell the next generation
the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD,
his power, and the wonders he has done. (Psalms 78:2-4)

It is my pleasure to tell you about the miraculous signs and wonders that the Most High God has performed for
me.
How great are his signs,

how mighty his wonders!



His kingdom is an eternal kingdom;
his dominion endures from generation to generation. (Daniel 4:2-3)

However, as it is written:
“What no eye has seen,
what no ear has heard,
and what no human mind has conceived”¥—
the things God has prepared for those who love him—
these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit.
The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. (1 Corinthians 2:9-10)

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every
spiritual blessing in Christ. (Ephesians 1:3)

V.  True believers recognize that God despises empty ritual. (v. 6-8)

“The multitude of your sacrifices—
what are they to me?” says the LORD.
“I have more than enough of burnt offerings,
of rams and the fat of fattened animals;
I have no pleasure
in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats.
When you come to appear before me,
who has asked this of you,
this trampling of my courts?
Stop bringing meaningless offerings!
Your incense is detestable to me.
New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations—
I cannot bear your worthless assemblies.
Your New Moon feasts and your appointed festivals
I hate with all my being.
They have become a burden to me;
I am weary of bearing them. (Isaiah 1:11-14)

You do not delight in sacrifice, or | would bring it;
you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.

My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart
you, God, will not despise. (Psalms 51:16-17)

Even now,” declares the LORD,

“return to me with all your heart,

with fasting and weeping and mourning.”
Rend your heart

and not your garments.
Return to the LorD your God,

for he is gracious and compassionate,
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slow to anger and abounding in love,
and he relents from sending calamity. (Joel 2:12-13)

““These people honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me. (Matthew 15:8)

VI.  True believers are not passive spectators but rather active, joyful participants in praising God. (v. 9-
10)

You turned my wailing into dancing;
you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy,
that my heart may sing your praises and not be silent.
LorD my God, | will praise you forever. (Psalms 30:11-12)

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,
burst into jubilant song with music;
make music to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and the sound of singing,
with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn—
shout for joy before the LORD, the King. (Psalms 98:4-6)

I will exalt you, my God the King;
I will praise your name for ever and ever.
Every day | will praise you
and extol your name for ever and ever.
Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise;
his greatness no one can fathom.
One generation commends your works to another;
they tell of your mighty acts.
They speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty—
and I will meditate on your wonderful works.
They tell of the power of your awesome works—
and I will proclaim your great deeds.
They celebrate your abundant goodness
and joyfully sing of your righteousness. (Psalms 145:1-7)

When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples
began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen:

“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”

“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!”

“I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” (Luke 19:37-40)



