Live by the Spirit 2011

Part 7
I Intro

1 Open Bibles to 2 Timothy 1:3-7
2 Continuing Series “Live by the Spirit

3 LBTS 1

A Zech. 4:6 “not by might, not by power but by my Spirit says the Lord”

4 LBTS 2

A Galatians 5:16 “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature”.
B Now is the time to Learn, Practice & Experiment living by the Spirit

5 LBTS 3

A Live by the Spirit 2: Faith vs. Facts

B Brief look at John 9 – the man born blind

C And the power of a personal experience

6 LBTS 4 – Keeping in Step with the Spirit

A Galatians 5:25 “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit”

B Responsibility of Freedom is to remain free

C Practical Tips when seeing a vision

7 LBTS 5 – There’s More

A John 14:12 “tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father”
B Asked and Answered5 Questions

a Who is Jesus talking to?
b What do the words “I tell you the truth” or “Verily Verily” in verse 12 indicate?
c What has Jesus been doing?
d We defined the word “greater” in verse 12.
e In practical terms what will our doing “even greater things than these” look like?
i Doing what Jesus did
ii Living Love
iii Living supernatural lives in the power  of the Holy Spirit
8 Last Week LBTS 6 – For the Common Good

A Take a close look at 1 Corinthians 12:7
a “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.”
B Broke it down into four parts
a Each One
i Inclusive not exclusive

ii Not for supposed “super-Christians” only
b Spirit
i The pneuma of God

ii Used over 230 times in the NT as a reference to the third member of the Trinity, the God Head along with the Father & the Son.

c Manifestation
i Wimber: The dancing hand of God
d Common Good
i Think pot luck dinner

C The Westminster Catechism asks: What is chief end of man? 
a The answer: "The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever."

b Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary defines enjoy as:
i to have for one's use, benefit, or lot : TO EXPERIENCE
ii to take pleasure or satisfaction in

c Could it be that they actually meant that one of our primary purposes, one of the main reasons for our existence was to experience and take pleasure in God?

d My opinion is YES!
9 Today: LBTS 7

A What we have been given and not been given in the Spirit.
B Read & Pray 2 Timothy 1:3-7 (NKJV)
a 3 I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience, as my forefathers did, as without ceasing I remember you in my prayers night and day, 4 greatly desiring to see you, being mindful of your tears, that I may be filled with joy, 5 when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also. 6 Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.
C If we are going to Live by the Spirit it would be good for us to know what God has and has not given us by his Spirit
II Context: back story of Paul’s second letter to Timothy

1 According to David Guizk’s Study guide for 2 Timothy
A After Paul was released from the Roman imprisonment mentioned at the end of the book of Acts, he enjoyed a few more years of freedom until he was re-arrested, and imprisoned in Rome again.

B You can go to Rome today and see the place where they say Paul was imprisoned. 
a It’s just a cold dungeon, nothing more than a cave in the ground.

i It had bare walls and a little hole in the ceiling where food was dropped down. 
b No windows, just a cold, small cell that would have been especially uncomfortable in winter.

C Paul writes this letter from his second Roman imprisonment, and he will be condemned and executed in Rome at the command of Nero shortly.
a Paul senses this ahead of time; therefore 2 Timothy is not only the last letter we have from Paul, there is a note of urgency and passion we might expect from a man who knows he is on death row!
2 OK, now let’s break down chapter 1 verse 7

A “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind”
III God has NOT given us

1 A spirit of fear

A Fear = timidity, fearfulness, cowardice
a According to Clark’s Commentary on the Bible some translations replace fear with servitude or bondage
b Which resonates so very well with Galatians 5:1

i It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.

B Fear of man

a Intimidation, domination, manipulation or control

b These are NOT the tools of God’s Kingdom

c Sometimes I wonder if pastors are so hindered by the fear of man because they so often utilize the tools of fear?

d Are we reaping what we have sown?

e Are our people reaping what we have sown?

f Lord, have mercy

C Fear of circumstances
a In this case specifically Paul’s imprisonment

b In your case… your circumstances

c Financial, relational, emotional… fill in the blank
D Fear of the demonic
a 1 John 4:2-4

i This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God,3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.
E Fear of punishment

a 1 John 4:18
“There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment.”
b Different from “The Fear of the Lord”

i The fear of the Lord is: Awe, reverence and respect. 
ii An honor born out of extravagant self sacrificing love and affection.

iii More on this love in a few minutes

IV God HAS given us

1 Spirit of Power

A Power = dynamis (dynamite)
a Strength, power, ability

i Power for performing miracles

ii Power to live a moral life
iii The power and influence associated with riches and wealth

iv Strength and resources arising from increased numbers of people
v The power of an army
B Power to encounter foes and dangers; 
a Power to bear up under trials; 
b Power to triumph in persecutions.

C I’m concerned about the degree of powerlessness in my life
a In the church
b I want to see more of God’s power displayed
2 Spirit of Love

A Love = agapē
a  Agape is one of several Greek words translated into English as love.

i In Christian theology  agapē is known as the love of God or Christ for mankind
b Agapē represents a divine, unconditional, self-sacrificing, active, deliberate, intentional, and thoughtful love
c Bestselling author of “The Alchemist” & “The Pilgrimage” Paulo Coelho (Pal-low Quell-o) defines agapē as "the love that consumes," the highest and purest form of love, one that surpasses all other types of affection.
d In his book “The Four Loves” C.S. Lewis, used agape to describe what he believed was the highest level of love known to mankind - a selfless love, a love that was passionately committed to the well-being of another.
B Agape is the Papa’s affection for us
a It’s the extravagant love of a God who is rich in mercy.

b It’s the love shared between the Trinity
c And it’s the love they have invited us to share with them 

C How can we Live Love if we haven’t Lived Loved?

a With ALL MY HEART I want you to know how lavishly and extravagantly Papa loves you!

i From that place of security sin and hopelessness are powerless to keep their grip on you!

D Nothing will do more to inspire courage, to make a man fearless in the face of danger, or ready to endure hardship or persecution, than love.
a History has shown that love for God or country, for wife and children or home makes even the most timid men bold when they are attacked

b Never underestimate the power of love

E That’s what God HAS given us by his Spirit!

a Question: are you more acquainted with the Spirit of agape or the spirit of fear?

b Why?

3 A Sound Mind

A NKJV

a Sound Mind

B Amplified

a A calm, well-balanced, discipline and self-control mind
C The Message
a Sensible
D According to Barnes’ Notes on the Bible: 

a The Greek word denotes one of sober mind; 
i a man of prudence and discretion. 
ii The state referred to here is that in which the mind is well balanced, and under right influences; 
iii in which it sees things in their just proportions and relations
b Under the Power of Spirit we “see” thing differently

i We see accurately
E Clark’s Commentary on the Bible makes this point well

a “Of a sound mind, of self-possession and government, according to some. But a sound mind implies much more; it means a clear understanding, a sound judgment, a rectified will, holy passions, heavenly tempers; in a word, the whole soul harmonized in all its powers and faculties; and completely regulated and influenced so as to think, speak, and act aright in all things.”
F According to the People’s New Testemant a “sound mind” also referred to “divine wisdom”
a To see from God’s perspective

b A sound divine mind not a sound earthly mind
V Summary: Live by the Spirit

1 According to 2 Timothy 1:7

A God has not give us a spirit of fear, bondage or slavery
B We have been given

a The Power of God

b The Love of God and
c The Mind of God

i To Live by the Spirit

2 Let’s pray
