Why Me Lord
Sometimes life is bad, but God is always Good

Tornado season is approaching… It’s a time those of us in Oklahoma tend to take seriously… Sometimes…
· Some of us are the reason why the rest of the U.S. makes fun of us…
· Cause we are the ones in the front yard trying to get a video of the tornado…when we should be in the fraidy hole…

But we also take tornado season seriously…
· Why?
· Cause one minute the weather can be peaceful and quiet.
· And the next it can be deadly.

· EX – Caught with HB in the back yard - A year or so ago  – got caught outside with some wicked winds. HB ran back toward the house and I had to grab him and barely got to the storm shelter and got the door closed cause winds were over 60-70 mph.

Storms can blow in in the blink of an eye!
And they can bring with them devastation and hopelessness. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



The same is true in life…

Just like a storm can form in a matter of minutes - It’s amazing how quickly our lives can change for the worse…


EX – 
· Get laid off – no job
· Car accident happens – someone gets severely hurt - that changes your life
· Aging Parent gets sick.
· Wake up one morning and your marriage is free falling – and you don’t know if it’s going to make it
· Get the diagnosis that you’re - Sick or disease
· Or you just find yourself in a season where nothing seems to be going your way.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Truth is: 
All of us face these times in life…And we have all at some point asked God WHY ME LORD?

· Where are you?
· Why is this happening?
· What are you doing?
· I don’t understand?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




Today, I want to start a new series that I’m praying will give each of us hope in the eye of the storm… entitled…

Why Me Lord
Sometimes life is bad, but God is Always Good

Honestly: 
· I’ve had a pretty blessed life.
· But I can say that I’ve gone through seasons where I’ve questioned God.
· Pain
· Disappointment
· Failure
· Loss
· Where it seemed like nothing is working in my favor…

· AND…I’ve also been through lots of storms with people that I’ve pastored throughout the years….
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

And it’s having gone through all of these things…I have found some great truths about God that have gotten me through those times.

· One thing I can tell you is… No matter what I’ve faced in life - God has always shown Himself to be a good, caring Father! 

· AND it’s because of this… I’d rather face the storms of life with God – then w/o Him.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



There’s a story in the bible about Jesus’ disciples and a storm and how Jesus used the storm to show them that they can trust Him cause He was Jesus…

 Jesus had been teaching by the lake (Sea of Galilee)…
He wants to retreat from the crowd and reenergize – so let’s look at what happens next…

· Matthew 8:23-27 - 23Then he[Jesus] got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 24Suddenly a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 25The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!” 26He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. 27The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!”
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



I want to break this story down to help us learn what to do when we’re in a why me Lord season of life…



But first let’s look at what not to do…




1. Storms will brew, but we don’t have to stew. 



Here we see the disciples are following Jesus.
He had been teaching and performing miracles.
And Jesus wanted to retreat for a while.
They decided to cross over Sea of Galilee
· Jesus goes to the stern of the boat – back and falls asleep.

· Then just like that - the storm hits.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



I bet that none of the disciples every thought they would find themselves in this situation!

But here’s what we have to understand: 

· STORMS WILL BREW!

· John 16:33 - I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you WILL have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world."
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




If you think that just because you give your life to Christ – that all of your problems will go away – you are mistaken.


· Jesus says, “Trials, storms, sorrow, pain, loss – WILL COME!”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


We can be so naive to this…

EX – Marriage – We think, “our marriage is going to be easy.”
· It’s hard.
· You face differences.
· You have trying times.
· Stress
· Conflict
· These things DO HAPPEN!

· Ministry – Cush job
· No – it’s the hardest thing I’ve ever done in my life.
· Deal with – pain, stress, people’s struggles
· It’s a part of it.

· Raising Kids – we face storms all the time.
· “Do we let them go here?”
· “Do we let the watch this?”
· “Do we let them hang out with these kids?”
· It’s hard!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


EX – Mom – Allhimerze disease – One of the storms that our family is facing is that my mom has Allhimerze. 
· It’s hard.
· It’s getting worse.

I have a choice daily…
· It’s in this storm that I can give up, stress, worry, and ask why?
· Or I can trust God.

· To be honest - there are times where I lose it - cause I’m losing my mom.

· But – it’s through this storm that God once again shows me that… because of Christ…I really don’t have to worry about a thing.
· My mom’s greatest desire in life is to be with Jesus.
· Even when she wasn’t sick – she so wanted to be in heaven.
· And what I know she wants and what I want is to not worry – but trust God.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




Fact is:
· Storms will brew in life.
· We may never know WHY things have to happen the way they do…
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




So the question is…

Will we panic and loss hope?
Or will we trust God and believe that even though we’re facing the storm – He’s still good, He still cares and we can make it through?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



The disciples had two choices: 

· 1st – Lose it in a panic. Stew/Get Anxious/Worry over what’s happening.
or
· 2nd – Turn to Jesus and trust Him. 

· Which did the disciples choose?

The disciples panicked!

·  “Where did this storm come from?”
· “Why is this happening?”
· “After the great day that we’ve had – listening to Jesus teaching.”
· “Seeing lives changed.”
· “Now we are going to drown!”
· Why is Jesus asleep?”
· “Somebody wake Him up!”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· Anxiety and worry was thick!
· They failed at first!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

At first THEY PANICKED!
But then they wised up and turned to Jesus! 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




Like the disciples….As believers we have a supernatural advantage over the storms of life…


What is that supernatural advantage?

· Jesus! 

· Vs. 25-27 - 25The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!” 26He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. 27The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!”


Let’s be honest…

· Most of us do the same thing the disciples did.
· We panic
· But --- The great thing the disciple had going for them – is that Jesus was in the boat!

· They just had to stop panicking and turn to Him for help!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------





Same is true for us…


Panicking, worrying, stressing, is not going to change a thing…

· Matthew 6:31-34 – “31“So don’t worry about these things, saying, ‘What will we eat? What will we drink? What will we wear?’ 32These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but your heavenly Father already knows all your needs. 33Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you everything you need. 34“So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own worries. Today’s trouble is enough for today.



When Jesus is in our boat – all we have to do is turn to Him!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



This is why we’d be fools not to give out lives to Jesus!

Those who haven’t trusted in Christ are on their own!
· They are in the boat in the middle of a storm – without a hope in the world!

· Proverbs 10:27-28 – “27Fear of the LORD lengthens one’s life, but the years of the wicked are cut short. 28The hopes of the godly result in happiness, but the expectations of the wicked come to nothing.”

· What is the hope of the wicked?
· Nothing
· Emptiness

· But those who fear the Lord – hope in Him – turn to Him?
· Result is joy and a longer life!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


PAUSE: THIS IS WHY LOVE THE GRACE OF GOD!

What do the wicked need?
Same thing I need – cause I was once wicked and hopless!

They need…
· Jesus
· Grace
· Forgiveness
· Surrender
· Accept His grace today…
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



But… what’s amazing is…

· When we are riding for Him!
· When we are living our lives to please Him!
· When we are serving Him!
· Worshiping Him!

· He’s close to us!
· He’s in the boat with us!

· All we have to do is turn to Him!! 
· Cause He’s right there! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Listen to these powerful truths of God’s Word…



· Psalm 34:18 – The LORD is close to the brokenhearted; he rescues those whose spirits are crushed.
· Psalm 145:18 - The LORD is close to all who call on him, yes, to all who call on him in truth.”
· Psalm 46:1 – “God is our refuge and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble.

Because He’s near us – no storm can defeat us…

· Romans 8:31 – “If God is for us, who can ever be against us?”
· Matthew 19:26 – “Jesus looked at them intently and said, "Humanly speaking, it is impossible. But with God everything is possible."
· John 16:33b – “I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world."



1st – Storms will brew, but we don’t have to stew. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



2nd thing we can learn is…


2. It often takes a storm to turn us to Jesus.



· Vs. 25 - 25The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!” 


Just being in the boat – the disciples were in a comfortable spot…
· They were friends with Jesus. 
· They were following Jesus.
· They had been out on the water a lot cause many of them were fisherman.

· Therefore, they didn’t really have to exercise their faith until what happened?

· The storm hit.

· Then what did they have to do?
· They had to turn to Jesus for help! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Here’s the point:

· Often times…It takes a storm to turn us to Jesus.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


· EX – Heather – Pregnant w/ Hank – Started having some heavy bleeding – So we begin to think the worse is happening. We are having a miscarriage. 

· Boom storm hit.

· Who was our GREATEST ALLIE to change our situation!

JESUS!
· I called every one of our friends and asked them to pray.
· I got on my knees and cried out to Jesus!
· The storm hit – I had to turn to Jesus
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


EX – For you…

· Life is good.
· Got a good job.
· Kids are doing good in school.
· Enjoying life

· But then a storm blows in.
· Truck breaks down
· Break your leg and can’t work.
· One of your kids gets sick and the dr. bills start piling up.
· Can’t get pregnant

· What do these storms cause us to do?

· They cause us to turn to Jesus for help!


Do it!
Don’t worry!
DON’T STEW
Turn to Him

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

[bookmark: _GoBack]LEAVE YOU WITH THIS THOUGHT:

Sometimes the devil leaves people alone in life and trouble free so they won’t turn to God. 

The Christian life is not the absence of storms – it’s the victory over them!

· Don’t get caught in the lukewarm water of being a complacent Christian.
· You might sidestep some storms – but your life will have meant nothing in eternity!


2nd – It often takes a storm to turn us to Jesus. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------







Bow heads:

When life’s storms hit – you trust God or do you find yourself stewing?
Is Jesus in your boat?
Do you know Him as your personal Lord and Savior?
Or are you facing the storms alone?

Prayer of Salvation
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