Relationship 6 - Pastor
I. Intro
1. Open Bibles to Ephesians 4:1-16
2. A  Few Weeks Ago: New Series on Relationships
A. God
a. 2 messages
B. Spouses
a. 2 messages on marriage
C. Outsiders

a. Sunday after the Lindenhurst Spring Festival we shared outreach stories and how we interacted with “outsiders”

b. I think I’ll have more to say on how we relate to outsiders later on in this series

c. Along with Outsiders, inn this series of messages I still want to cover…
D. Children

E. Friendships
F. All of these messages are available free online at our church website

a. www.thebridgelongisland.com
3. Last Week: Streams NH School of Ministry interns

A. Great visit – I’d like to see them come back annually

4. Today: Relationships 6 – Pastor
A. Today I want to talk about one of the more unique relationships you will have

a. Your relationship with your pastor

B. Huge response to a Facebook status update and blog post
a. Seemed to strike a nerve

b. Rather than ignore it I thought I’d address it today

C. Share some personal thoughts and insights

D. Open it up for some questions
5. Read & Pray: Ephesians 4:1-16
 1As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.2Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to one hope when you were called— 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism;6one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

 7But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 8This is why it says: 
   "When he ascended on high, 
      he led captives in his train 
      and gave gifts to men." 9(What does "he ascended" mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? 10He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) 11It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

 14Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 15Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

A. NIV, NASB, KJV & NKJV only use the one pastor once in the New Testament

a. Ephesians 4:11
B. 11It was he (Jesus) who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, (WHY?) 12to prepare God's people for works of service, (WHY?) so that the body of Christ may be built up (FOR HOW LONG?) 13until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. (ARE WE THERE YET?) - No
C. So we still need apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers, right?

D. If we agree that we still need them…

a. What does a relationship with your pastor look like?

b. How does that unique relationship work?

II. What is a Pastor?

1. Strong’s: poimen (poy-main)
A. A Shepherd

B. An Overseer

2. Culturally

A. The leader of a congregation

3. In American almost all congregational leaders are called pastors 

A. If they have pastoral gifting or not

B. So, it can confuse the way we relate
4. A congregational leader with  a strong teaching or prophetic gift is going to relate to very differently to the people under his can than will the person with pastoral gifts

A. Make sense?

5. For example: you trip, break your ankle and wind of in the emergency room

a. The apostolic congregational leader 

i. never made it to your hospital room, as he parked his car he realized that there was a much better system for parking cars and traffic flow in and out of the lot. He’s down in the hospital administrators office, writing on his whiteboard explaining the new system to him right now.
b. The prophetic congregational leader 

i. knew you were going to trip and if you would have listened to him you would even be in this hospital room. 

c. The evangelistic congregation leader 
i. made it to your hospital room but they’re busy leading the person in the bed next to you to Christ - because they sensed that someone needed to get saved.

d. The teacher congregational leader

i.  will explain to you why ankles break and the best ways to recuperate

e. The pastoral congregational leader 
i. will most likely sit by your side, listen compassionately, pray for healing and give you a ride home if you need one – that’s if he isn’t distracted helping the little old lady cross the street on his way into the hospital (
6. What happens if you expect the pastor and the prophet or the teacher shows up?

A. Expectations aren’t met and feelings get hurt
B. Most congregational leaders I know can and do wear many hats

a. The good ones know when to wear which hat

b. Some guys only have one maybe two hats

i. They can’t do what they can’t do

III. Jesus

1. Jesus was perfect in all things, has was perfectly pastoral

A. How did he do relationship?

2. Circles of relationship

A. Multitudes

B. 70

C. 12

D. 3

E. 1

3. Jesus related to all of the people

A. Some relationships where more intimate

B. That’s OK – it real

4. You can’t force your way into another’s inner circle but you can invite people into yours

IV. Let’s get less generic and more specific – what about me as your pastor?
1. My giftings: I wear many hats

A. I can teacher

B. I LOVE evangelistic outreach

a. Though I’m more of a planter of seeds than a harvester of crops

C. I have prophetic giftings

a. I see things, I know things by revelation

D. But all of these gifts seem to filter through my pastoral side

a. I’m relational, very relational so…

i. If I teach I do it relationally

ii. If we’re doing prophetic evangelism – it’s done relationally
2. In my humble opinion

A. I think a pastor should look a lot more like a love father than the CEO of a corporation

B. Why? Because he’s leading a community not an institution

C. How does that work in a really big church?

a. I don’t know I’ve pastured a really big church

b. Maybe the pastor becomes the papa of the staff and they papa the people?

3. I’ve learned that when people relate to me as their pastor other relationships come into play. 

A. Sometimes this is helpful, sometime… not so much

a. Former Pastors

b. Fathers

c. Employers

d. Any Male Authority Figure

B. Sometimes I reap where others have sown and…

a. Sometimes I find myself paying for someone else’s sins

b. It can have a significant impact on my relationships

4. I know I’m a bit different
A. I out of the box

B. I like bubbles and crayons

C. I know I see church functioning differently…

D. My unique pastoral ways can make it more difficult to follow me – if for now other reason than it’s different.

E. What do we do about that?

F. I need to communicate well

G. I need to be approachable so it’s safe to ask clarifying questions

H. FYI with me questions are better than conclusions

a. Questions allow for more dialogue

b. Conclusions make it more difficult to further communication

c. Please feel free to ask me why I’m doing what I’m doing

5. What happens when we disagree?

A. Facebook Status & Blog Post stirred much response
B. If we disagree I would love for the default position to be…

a. Let’s sit down have a cup of coffee and talk about it

b. What happens if we finish our coffee and we still disagree?

C. You have options – choices, 

a. I posted 7 options on my blog

i. You can stay in the church, keep your mouth shut and continue to disagree. This might work... for a while. Over time it could however, become an issue of personal character and integrity, depending on the nature of the disagreement.

ii. You can stay and try to influence change as trust is earned and favor is granted. Maybe you're there to intercede?

iii. You can stay and change your opinion so that you agree with church leadership.

iv. You can choose to submit - even in disagreement, trusting God and the leader.

v. You can stay and make trouble via gossip, complaining and innuendo. This is rebellion and lawlessness, I strongly encourage you to reject this option.

vi. You can leave and make trouble as you go, maybe create division by taking a group of people with you. This too is rebellion and lawlessness. I strongly encourage against this option as well.

vii. You can wait until God releases you and then leave well, with a blessing…

· If you feel you must leave, this is the best option for you. 

b. Bottom line is this... with a pure heart ask God what he wants you to do and then go and do that very thing with humility and in love.
c. You don’t HAVE to stay under bad  or abusive leadership… unless God tells you to stay

i. David left Saul’s house when Saul started chucking spears at him

6. Sometimes pastors just blow it.

A. We’re having a bad day

B. We’re in a Dark Night of the Soul season

C. When we’re at our worst is when we need your love and support the most

7. If I do this right, you should see Tom first and the pastor second. If you look at me and all you see is pastor, I’m doing something wrong.

8. I have many other thoughts but let’s move into Q&A phase, maybe they’ll come out that way.

V. Q& A
VI. Ministry Time
1. TZ Repent and ask forgiveness for sins of pastors, fathers

2. Offer father’s blessings
