The Gospel of John 11:1-44

Introduction
· Open your Bibles to John Chapter 11
· From November 2013 through October 2014
· I preach through the first 10 chapters of John’s Gospel
· For various reasons we took a break from it
· And now, it feels like it’s time to go back
· Today we’ll pick up where we left off in John chapter 11
· If you’re interested in any of those past messages you can find them on my personal website: www.thomaszawacki.com
· Going forward we’ll take the scripture a bite at a time
· Sometimes chapter by chapter
· Sometimes event by event
· Sometimes verse by verse
· Sometimes word by word
· Let’s take a big bite out of chapter 11 today
· Read and Pray: John 11:1-44

John 11:1–44
Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.”

When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, 
(Jesus loved this family and yet he delayed two more days)
and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”

“But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are going back?”

Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. It is when a person walks at night that they stumble, for they have no light.”

After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.”
(Jesus speaks the language of analogy and metaphor)

His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.

So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”

Then Thomas (also known as Didymus Dee-do-moss) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.
(Scripture doesn’t explain why Mary stayed home, could it be she was upset with Jesus?  Because things didn’t go according to her expectations?)

“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”

Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”

Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”
(The resurrection isn’t merely an event; it’s the embodiment a person, Jesus IS the resurrection and THE life!)

“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.”

After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. (Could it be His invitation softened her heart?) Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there.

When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” (certainly seems like an expectation, reasonable but an expectation)

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled.  “Where have you laid him?” he asked.

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied.

Jesus wept.

Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”
(Clearly a deep friendship with Lazarus and his sisters)

But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. (Do you see how significant this is? We have a God who is repeatedly moved deeply on our behalf, what other God does this? None!) It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. “Take away the stone,” he said.

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.”

Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”

So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”

When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”

Introduction to the Gospel of John
· Before we get into chapter 11
· Because it’s been a while
· Let me give you some context on the Gospel of John

· The Gospel of John is a portrait of Jesus Christ and his saving work.
· It focuses on the last three years of Jesus’ life
· Especially on his death and resurrection. 
· Its purpose is stated clearly in John 20:30 - 31
· Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
· The book is written to help people trust in Jesus and have eternal life.

The 4th Gospel
· John was probably the last gospel written
· Somewhere between 70-90 AD
· The date is unclear
· It’s unique among the gospels
· Quite different from the accounts of Matthew, Mark, and Luke.

· A few of those differences are:
· Jerusalem is the center of activity instead of Galilee. 
· Jesus’ teaching is given in long discourses instead of pithy parables. 
· The call to faith and the promise of eternal life are repeatedly emphasized. 
· Additionally, There are stories about people that are not mentioned in the other Gospels: 
· For example: Nicodemus, the woman at the well, and Lazarus
· Which we’ll look at today
· The Seven “I am” statements of Jesus are found in John’s Gospel
· I am the Bread of life, in John 6
· I am the Light of the world, in John 8
· I am the Door, in John 10
· I am the Good Shepherd, also in John 10
· I am the resurrection and the life, in John 11
· I am the Way the Truth and the Life, in John 14
· And I am the True Vine, in John 15
· And of course, the beautiful prologue of (1:1-18), is also unique. 
· Throughout this gospel Irony, words with double meanings and metaphors invite the reader to reflect upon the richness and depth of Jesus. 
· I enjoy teaching on dreams interpretation and visions because it helps people learn and understand the language of God
· The language of parables, metaphors, similes and analogy 


· Each of the gospels emphasizes something different about Jesus.
· Matthew 
· Shows Jesus came from Abraham through David, and demonstrates that He is the Messiah promised in the Old Testament
· Mark 
· Shows Jesus came from Nazareth, demonstrating that Jesus is a Servant
· Luke 
· Shows Jesus came from Adam, demonstrating that Jesus is the Perfect Man
· John 
· Shows Jesus came from heaven, demonstrating that Jesus is God.

· The first three gospels focus more on what Jesus taught and did 
· John focuses more on who Jesus is.
· John shows us who Jesus is by 
· Highlighting seven miracles of Jesus. 
· Water Into Wine (John 2:1-11)
· Healing the Official’s Son (John 4:43-54)
· The Healing at the Pool of Bethesda (John 5:1-9)
· The Feeding of the 5000 (John 6:1-5)
· Walking on the Water (John 6:16-25)
· Healing The Man Born Blind (John 9:1-41)
· Raising Lazarus From The Dead (John 11:1-44)
· Which we’ll look at shortly
· John shows us who Jesus is by 
· Allowing Jesus to speak for Himself in the seven dramatic “I Am” statements I just mentioned.

· The Gospel can be broken into Two Halves
· Chapters 1-12 
· Focuses on a few public ministry of Jesus
· The miracles which are expressly meant as “signs” pointing to Jesus’ identity as God incarnate
· And the relents attacks of the Pharisees
· 8 of the first 10 chapters included some type of conflict with the religious order of the day
· Chapters 13-21
· Jesus is basically alone with his disciples
· Teaching them about:
· His mission
· The Holy Spirit
· And his command to love.

Beloved Gospel
· The Gospel of John is the beloved gospel. 
· It has been called 
· "A pool in which a child may wade and an elephant may swim."
· Commentator Charles Erdman says: 
· "Its stories are so simple that even a child will love them, but its statements are so profound that no philosopher can fathom them."
· With all that said, let’s dig back in at chapter 11

Key Highlights of Chapter 11
· Jesus’ friendship with Mary, Martha and Lazarus
· Jesus’ declaration that “I am resurrection and the life.” In verse 25
· Jesus wept in verse 35
· And Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead
· Let’s look at each

Jesus’ Friendship with Mary, Martha and Lazarus
· Jesus was/is highly relational
· An argument could be made that besides his 12 disciples 
· Mary, Martha and Lazarus were among his closest friends

· Luke 10:38-42 tells the story of Mary and Martha
38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. 40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!”
41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, 42 but few things are needed - or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”
· Engaging the Presence of God is better than any good works we can do
· Mary and Martha’s house appears to be Jesus’ go to place in Bethany

· Mark 14:3-11 tells us about Mary anointing Jesus with oil
While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head. 4 Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why this waste of perfume? 5 It could have been sold for more than a year’s wages and the money given to the poor.” And they rebuked her harshly.

6 “Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 7 The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any time you want. But you will not always have me. 8 She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial. 9 Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.”

10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to them. 11 They were delighted to hear this and promised to give him money. So he watched for an opportunity to hand him over.
· Mary’s lavish demonstration of worship endeared her to Jesus 
· And aggravated the souls of those with another agenda 

· Clearly Mary felt comfortable sitting at Jesus’ feet
· There’s a significant level of intimate friendship demonstrated here
· Jesus obviously had a close relationship with this family
· In their message to Jesus, in verse 3, they refer to Lazarus as “the one you love”
· They knew Jesus had power to heal the sick
· It was expected that if He could miraculously healed other people;
·  He would surely heal his friend (their brother) Lazarus too.
· Verse 3 tells us that the sisters sent word to Jesus:
· “Lord, the one you love is sick.”
· They do not state their request
· They don’t need to
· Where there is a true bond of love, there is no need to request a favor; 
· It is enough to make the need known.
· I love that this relationship is recorded in scripture
· It was scandalous in Jesus’ day for a rabbi to have this level of relationship with a women
· It was scandalous then and sadly would be considered scandalous in most churches today
· Jesus could have come in any way he wanted
· He came as one of us
· He came relationally
· I love that we have a relational God
· A God who knows what friendship is and purses it with us

I Am the Resurrection and the Life
· Another of the great “I AM” statements of Jesus
· Jesus arrives at Mary and Martha’s house after a delay
· The delays of God
· How do you feel about that?
· Have you ever experienced the delays of God?
· The text makes it clear that Jesus knows
· Lazarus is sick
· That he is going to die
· But that this sickness will not end in death
· The text makes it clear that Jesus loved Mary, Martha and Lazarus
· Knowing all this…
· He stayed where he was two more days.
· Why the delay?
· Trust
· Verses 14-15
· So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”
· Believe = trust
· Jesus knew the end of the process would cultivate trust
· Could it be that’s why we experience the delays of God
· So that in the end we’ll trust him?
· Maybe
· Glory
· Verse 4
· “No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.”
· Verse 40
· “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”
· Vine’s Dictionary - in both verses the word glory is defined as:
· "good opinion, praise, honor, glory, an appearance commanding respect, magnificence or excellence”
· The delay was for our trust in God and God glorified before men

· I Am The Resurrection and the Life
· Questioned by Martha Jesus responds by telling her:
· “Your brother will rise again.” 
· Verse 23
· And  goes on in verse 25
· I am the resurrection and the life 
· The one who believes in me will live, even though they die
· And whoever lives by believing in me will never die. 
· Do you believe this?
· With this statement, 
· Jesus overthrows everything thing we know about the way things work in this world. 
· For a long, long time, death has ruled over men like a cruel tyrant. 
· Not any more
· Death is no longer the school yard bully
· Jesus is the champion over death. 
· People have always feared death
· The Christian however, can only fear dying. 
· The believer will never die, but simply make an instant transition from an old life to a new life.
· Life continues
· Only the address changes

· Think about how grand a claim this is:
· “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die.”
· Who but God could possibly say such things?
· And then he asks Martha
· Do you believe this?
· Jesus wasn’t challenging his friend to theological debate in the midst of her grief, loss and pain
· He was asking… 
· Martha my friend, do you trust me?
· And her answer was yes, I trust you!
· “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.” Verse 27

Jesus Wept
· It’s so very important that this shortest verse of the bible is recorded here in verse 35
· Jesus wasn’t some unfeeling disengaged deity.
· Nor was he some brilliant intellectual, some master theologian spouting out profound theological insights to people in their times of deep pain, great loss and devastating need.
· He was a loving friend
· Filled with empathy
· Jesus is a compassionate God/Man entering his friend’s pain with them
· Verse 33: When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled
· And then Jesus added his tears to theirs
· Jesus wept – verse 35
· This shows that Jesus isn’t unfeeling or stoic
· He mourned with those who mourned
· To the mind of the ancient Greek, the primary characteristic of a deity was apathy: 
· The total inability to feel any emotion whatsoever. 
· The Greeks believed in an isolated, passionless, and compassionless God. 
· That isn't the God of the Bible. 
· That isn't Jesus
· Instead with strong feelings a passionate Jesus prepares to strike a devastating blow against death on his friend’s behalf

Lazarus Raised from the Dead
· Before the tomb
· Mary and Martha at his side
· Jesus asked that the stone be rolled away
· And then he prays
· Verses 41-43
· 41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I know that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”
· Jesus prayed the way he did to cultivate trust for God in the hearts of the people gathered
· Then Jesus ends his brief prayer with a command
· Lazarus, come out!
· And with that simple command Jesus accomplished all God had purposed for Mary, Martha, Lazarus, the disciples and the people gathered at the tomb.
· Trust established
· God Glorified
· Truth that Jesus is indeed THE resurrection and THE Life proven
· As Lazarus rose from the dead and came forth
· Verse 44
· The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”
· What an amazing God we serve!
· Nothing is too great for Him
· He has power of all things
· The wind, the waves and even death itself are subject to him!

Ministry Time
· Invite worship leader up

· Where are you today?
· Are you in the place of delay?
· Have you sent your request to God and are yet awaiting an answer?
· Come forward and lets us pray for you
· Have you experienced profound loss
· One that only God can resolve
· Come forward and let us pray for you
· Is trust in God a struggle for you today?
· Come forward and let us pray for you
· Jesus IS the resurrection and the life
· Come forward and let His life giving Spirit touch you today!
