A Good Father is… 
Various Scriptures
June 21, 2020
Pastor Gary Hollinger

Good fathers are integral to the success of their children.
Direct your children onto the right path, and when they are older, they will not leave it. (Proverbs 22:6 NLT)

Faithful
Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife… (1 Timothy 3:2a)
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her…  In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself… However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself… (Ephesians 5:25, 28, 33)

 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. (Matthew 5:27-28)

Available 
· 30 to 40% of American school-aged children have no access to their fathers.
· Children from fatherless homes are twice as likely to drop out from school before graduating than children who have a father in their lives.
· Children without a father are 4 times more likely to be living in poverty than children with a father.
· Teen girls from fatherless homes are also 4 times more likely to become mothers before the age of 20.
· 75% of adolescent patients being treated in substance abuse centers come from fatherless homes as do 85% of all children which exhibit some type of a behavioral disorder
· 85% of youth who are currently in prison grew up in a fatherless home.

Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. (Ephesians 6:4)

Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. (Deuteronomy 11:18-19)

 Teachable
[bookmark: _GoBack]Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but whoever hates correction is stupid. (Proverbs 12:1)

But grow in grace (undeserved favor, spiritual strength) and recognition and knowledge and understanding of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (the Messiah). To Him [be] glory (honor, majesty, and splendor) both now and to the day of eternity. Amen (so be it)! (2 Peter 3:18 – Amp. Classic)
Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. (Ephesians 4:15-16)
Humble
When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom. (Proverbs 11:2)
Humility is the fear of the Lord; its wages are riches and honor and life. (Proverbs 22:4)
Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.
In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:
Who, being in very nature God,
    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
rather, he made himself nothing
    by taking the very nature of a servant,
    being made in human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a man,
    he humbled himself
    by becoming obedient to death—
        even death on a cross! (Philippians 2:1-8)

Example
Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did. Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: “The people sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.” We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of them did—and in one day twenty-three thousand of them died. We should not test Christ, as some of them did—and were killed by snakes. And do not grumble, as some of them did—and were killed by the destroying angel. (1 Corinthians 10:6-10)

I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. (John 13:15)

Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. (Philippians 3:17)

Reverent
Remember the day you stood before the Lord your God at Horeb, when he said to me, “Assemble the people before me to hear my words so that they may learn to revere me as long as they live in the land and may teach [my words] to their children.” (Deuteronomy 4:10)

It is the Lord your God you must follow, and him you must revere. Keep his commands and obey him; serve him and hold fast to him. (Deuteronomy 13:4)
Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. (2 Corinthians 7:1)

Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe… (Hebrews 12:28)
