Why Do Bad Things Happen?

Intro
· Open Bibles to: Matthew 5:43-45
· I’m in between preaching series
· And I’m using this time to share some “one-of” messages
· Messages that have been on my heart for sometime now.
· Last week we took a look at Ezekiel and the Valley of Dry Bones
· From Ezekiel 37
· This morning I want to address a question that many of us will wrestle with at some point on our spiritual journeys:
· Why Do Bad Things Happen?
· Let’s begin by reading a few verses out of Matthew 5
· Read and Pray: Matthew 5:43-45

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.
· I’ll get back to these verses

Why?
· Do you ever ask the question why?
· Why God?
· Why me?
· Why is this happening or why is that?
· Why them and not me?
· Why me and not them?

· Do you ever ask the question…
· Why do bad things happen?

· I’m not sure if I’ve ever heard it stated specifically but…
· I’ve always sensed the implication that…
· A good Christian never questions why.
· That somehow, asking the question “why” revealed a lack of faith in God
· Yet at the same time I heard many different theories and opinions on just why bad things do happen.

Mystery verses Certainty 
· Our western world view mindset prefers certainty over mystery
· Oh, we might enjoy reading a mystery novel or watching a movie mystery
· But only as long as the mystery is solved by the end
· If we’re honest, it’s not so much the mystery we enjoy but the resolution
· We enjoy that crescendo moment when the secret to the mystery is finally revealed
· It’s why, for example, after 130 years Sherlock Holmes is so wildly popular.

· I know very few people at rest with mystery
· The ancient philosopher Aristotle is credited as saying that “Nature abhors a vacuum.”
· For all too many of us, mystery is a vacuum that must be filled.

· Brené Brown in her amazing TED talk titled “The Power of Vulnerability” makes this impacting statement concerning how we numb ourselves…
· "The other thing we do is we make everything that's uncertain certain. Religion has gone from a belief in faith and mystery to certainty. I'm right, you're wrong, shut up." ~ Brené Brown
· We prefer certainty because we’re uncomfortable with mystery
· And we’re uncomfortable with mystery because it makes us feel vulnerable
· And we don’t want to be vulnerable because we just might get hurt.

· So, we come up with answers to absolutely everything
· As a young pastor this was my hell
· My living hell!
· I never ever want to be the guys who said… 
· “I don’t know”
· After all I was the pastor
· I was getting paid to know!
· Or so I thought.
· I wasn’t able to keep up the charade or facade for very long before it crushed me
· Because… I didn’t know!
· Of course I didn’t have all the answers
· Not then and certainly not now.
· There is only one all-knowing being and that’s God
· And sometimes he let’s us in on the secrets
· And other times he doesn’t.

· Why not God?
· Why not let us in on all the secrets?
· Why not just give us a book with all the answers?
· Some have tried to turn the bible into just such a book
· But how’s that working out?
· According to a recent report by the Center for the Study of Global Christianity at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, there are approximately 41,000 Christian denominations and organizations in the world.
· 41 THOUSAND!
· I’d say that our quest for certainty is an abysmal failure.
· You see, Christianity was never meant to be a quest for the most accurate information
· But rather a passionate journey of intimate relationship between God and us.
· And the fools that we are…
· We have given up the better portion of intimacy for information.
· We’re still eating from the wrong tree
· Repeatedly we choose the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil over the Tree of Life.
· We choose head knowledge over heart
· We choose facts and data about the King of kings…
· Over having the King’s ear.
· Blind fools
· If Christianlity were all about information God would have sent only his Book
· He would not have come to us in the flesh
· He came to us in the flesh became he wanted relationship with us on our level
· Relationship in a way that we could understand and relate to.
· Wm. Paul Young says it this way:
· ‎"I don't believe that Jesus came, that God came in the flesh to start a new religion called Christianity. I don't believe that. I believe that he came to destroy religious thinking by introducing relationship. And relationship will always destroy religion. Relationship introduces mystery and you lose control. Ask any married man." ~ William Paul Young

· For a man there are few things as mysterious as a woman
· And we love it!
· Even if it makes us crazy
· So should it be with our God
· Mystery be it with God or a woman requires trust, love and trust.
· And that’s risky.
· So we turn from mystery to certainty and we come up with “answers”
· Which brings me back to my main question:
· Why do bad things happen?

Small Group Meeting
· Back in late July, 2010 I was hanging out with some friends.
· We were enjoying good food and one another
· When the question was raised…
· Why do bad things happen to good people?
· We quickly did away with the “good people” qualifier because, 
· Hey we were honest enough to admit none of us were all that good.
· We battered around the question for a while and together came up with a list of answers to the question:
· Why do bad things happen?
· It’s not an exhaustive list
· But a good one
· Now all those assembled have been around church circles most of their lives. 
· Through the years we’d all been exposed to various theologies and philosophies attempting to explain this age old question. 
· Here are a few of the answers we came up with:
· I’m sure some of these will sound familiar to you

Why Do Bad Things Happen?
· We are reaping what we’ve sown
· After all Paul wrote to the Galatians 6:7-8
· Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.
· The thinking goes that…
· Sometime bad things happen because we make poor choices
· And those choices have consequences
· We reap the consequences of our choices
· And for the most part I think there’s truth in that statement
· However, again and again I’ve watched as God’s mercy trumped my stupidity.

· We’re out of God’s will
· God has a will or a way and we have gone our way instead of his.
· Paul wrote this to the Romans 12:1-2
· Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is - his good, pleasing and perfect will.
· God not only has a will but a good, pleasing and perfect will.
· And we’ve wandered into the not good, displeasing and imperfect self will.
· And as a result bad things have happened to us.
· God has a good plan for us but we’ve decided to go a different path and bad things happened.

· There's a lesson we need to learn
· We’re on life’s journey and this part of our journey prepares us for the next part.
· Paul touches on this in Romans 8
· Verse 18
· I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.
· This bad thing is hard now but the lessons learned will prove valuable later in life.
· It’s nothing compared to the good that’s coming

· It’s warfare, a spiritual attack
· We live in a fallen world.
· There are indeed demonic forces at work
· And they fiercely oppose God, God’s Kingdom and God’s Children
· Ephesians 6:12 makes this plainly clear:
· For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
· The enemy of our souls is ruthless and vicious
· And as Jesus said in John 10:10
· The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
· Thieving, stealing and killing all manifest in our lives as “bad things”
· Why do bad things happen?
· It’s the Devil’s fault.

·  It’s demonic payback or backlash for our good deeds
· This train of thought says that we’ve actually done good stuff
· And there are repercussions for it
· Referring to the work of his ministry Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 4:8-9
· We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.
· Jesus said in his sermon on the mount in Matthew 5:10
· “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
· If your going to do good, there’s going to be some push back

· It’s a Test
· Peter exhorts us in 1 Peter 4:12
· Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you.
· James chimes in in chapter 1 verse 2-3
· Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.
· Our faith is being tested for some greater purpose
· And that’s why these bad things have happened to us.
· FYI: Tests aren’t punishments, they’re just tests

· Or maybe we are sharing in Christ suffering?
· 1 Peter 4:13
· But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.
· And that suffering has a purpose…
· Romans 5:3-5
· …but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.
· This bad thing is simply our portion of sharing in Christ’s suffering and it will eventually make me a better person.
· One with perseverance, character and hope.
· Hope that does not disappoint

· It’s the effect of our sin
· Romans 6:23 makes it perfectly clear that:
· For the wages of sin is death
· The result of sin is lifelessness
· It’s not good
· The result of sin is that bad things happen

· It’s the effect of someone else’s sin
· Somebody runs a red light
· You’re hit by a stray bullet
· You’re the collateral damage of someone else’s foolishness
· It’s a gross injustice
· Ask the family members of any drug addict or alcoholic

· The injustice experienced creates an opportunity for Divine justice
· Genesis 50:20
· Joseph to his brothers…
· You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.
· Joseph certainly knew all about bad things happening
· Romans 8:28
· And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.
· JPJ Justice demons and people
· Or maybe it’s some kind of combination of any or all of the above explanations and theories

Here’s the thing
· We don’t know why
· We don’t know with an absolute certainty why this specific bad thing has happened in our lives
· Even with all those possible explanations
· And we could no doubt add to the list…
· We don’t know which one to apply
· Not to ourselves most of the time
· And even less so to others
· Back to the text I started with today…
· Matthew 5:43-45
· “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.
· Guys, sometimes it’s just raining
· Bad things happen
· And we get wet
· Just because it’s raining

· So, here’s my point, 
· Why do bad things happen?
· I don’t know.
· And neither do you.
· If we’re uncertain why bad things happen to us, 
· then we’re even less certain why they happen to others. 
· And in my humble opinion
· That uncertainty is a very good reason for grace. 
· Grace toward others and ourselves
· Grace and dramatically less judgment. 
· Bad things happen and we don’t always know why.
· When bad things do happen may our default position be one of love, mercy and grace.
· A very wise old man told me once…
· “Tom, when you don’t know what to do, and it will be often, choose love, it never fails.”
· I’m willing to trade in my need to know why for love
· Love myself when bad things happen
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Love others in my life when bad things happen to them
· I will let information to take a back seat to relationship
· I will choose to love the people in my life
· Without trying to fix them
· Fixing what’s broken and problem solving is great
· Loving unconditionally is much better
· Sometimes people don’t need your answer or your opinion
· They just need your love.
· When I was fist diagnosed with cancer I heard everyone of those explanations we covered for why this bad thing happened to me.
· The worst was when I was accused of having some secret unconfessed sin I my life.
· Wow, thanks pal, so now I have cancer and it’s all my fault because I a lousy Christian!
· Just go away!
· But I did have a few friends who offered care without cure.
· They just loved me without trying to squeeze my circumstances into one of their theological or philosophical boxes.
· They sat with me for hours while the chemo was pumped into my veins
· Sometimes even as I slept from the drugs
· That’s love
· Let us love one another that way
· Because we all need to be loved that way
· Because bad things happen to all of us.

· Let’s pray
· If you’re wrestling with bad things, 
· Come up and lets us pray for you during out final song.
