Ephesians 1:11-23

Intro
· Open bibles or bible apps to Ephesians 1
· Thank you, Tom Schultz, for filling in for me again last week
· We are working our way through Paul’s letter to the church in Ephesus
· Today we’ll finish up chapter 1 with a look at verses 11-23
· We’ll take it a bite at a time

Verses 11-12
In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory.
· He Paul reiterates his point from verse 4
· For he chose us in him before the creation of the world
· God chose us
· He chose me and he chose you
· Before he created anything
· He chose you

· And get this
· God has a plan
· That plan has a purpose
· And everything is working out, eventually, according to his will
· Paul must have had Jeremiah 29:11 in mind when he wrote to this to the Ephesians
· For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
· And when he wrote to the Romans in 8:28-30
· And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.
· So, keep this in mind and let it bring your freedom
· It is God who chose you
· It is God who calls you
· It is God who justifies you
· And it is God alone who glorifies you
· It’s ALL on him
· It’s been his plan since before the beginning
· It is NOT on you
· It is not up to you to make any of it happen

Verses 13-14
13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession - to the praise of his glory.
· And this is not just for the first followers of Jesus
· But for all who have heard the message of truth
· The gospel of salvation
· That’s us
· And we have a guarantee
· The Holy Spirit

· The Holy Spirit in us is THE mark and seal of God Almighty
· It’s His signature
· His endorsement
· His deposit guaranteeing our inheritance
· Eternity in the presence of the Trinity
· Securing our place in that perfect circle of love and unity with the Father, Son and Spirit
· The Holy Spirit’s presence in our lives is very good news
Verses 15-16
For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all God’s people, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.
· For this reason
· Knowing the call, plan and purpose over your lives
· Even since I’ve heard the reports of your trust in God
· And your love for people
· I have prayed for you
· And given thanks for you
· Non-stop
· Then he tells the Ephesians what he has been praying

Verses 17-19a
17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. 
· Paul prays for the church in Ephesus:
· The Spirit of Wisdom and Revelation
· Enlightened eyes of the heart
· That you may know hope and…
· His inheritance and His power
· His glorious inheritance
· And his incomparably great power
· Now that’s a good prayer
· Who wants all that?
· I do!!

· I’ve experienced some of it already
· The Spirit of Wisdom and Revelation
· And Enlightened eyes of the heart
· Let me tell you about it

· In 2002 our church began to host many prophetic ministers to speak at our church in in conferences
· For 2 years I prayed that God would give me eyes that see and ears that hear
· In 2004 God began to answer that prayer
· In 2006, I saw two spiritual beings and it freaked me out!
· I saw what looked like angels, one on my right and the other on my left
· Their sudden appearance and the intensity of the vision completely freaked me out
· And I jolted myself out of the experience
· Freaked out for days
· Told Na
· Called Doug
· Called Scott
· Ask questions
· Names
· Why are you here

· July 1, 2006, (My 30th anniversary as a Christian) I had another experience with them
· Here’s an excerpt from my journal on that day
· Let me read it to you and as I wrote it then
· I’ll add a bit of commentary along the way

I feel as if I’m surrounded by light, like I’m standing in the Sun.  I see orange and yellow and white and a golden amber and some red.  

A thin line of light, lightening strikes my heart and immediately ricochets to my mind.  I look so small compared to the enormity of the light around me.  

There is immense power but I’m safe, protected, and almost comfortable.

This isn’t God but merely a molecule of breathe from His mouth.  

I am surrounded by His spoken word and the power of it is indescribable.  

There is lightening from every direction within this sphere and balls of light shooting from it.  

The word of God is indeed alive and active.

Two very large white winged beings, angels I presume, flank me.  

Each take hold of me under my arms and we race forward at an incredible rate of speed.  

The molecule of God’s spoken word behind us explodes and we ride the shockwave of it like surfers.  

I seem to know that had I been within the word when it exploded I would have been disintegrated.  

These “angels” rescue me and seem to be enjoying the ride.  

They’re laughing with great joy.  

One has dark hair the other blond, both long and flowing in what I guess is wind.  

Their eyes are piercing, one’s blue the other green but they are so pure it’s difficult to look at them.  

They look right into my soul and I quake with fear, I have to look away.  I want to and I don’t but I do.

I ask them, “Who are you”?  They reply, “We are your guardians, assigned to you from the foundations of the earth.  We celebrate this day with you”.  “We were with you 30 years ago today and we have been with you every moment since”.  

The Dark haired green eyed one introduces himself as the Spirit of Wisdom and the Blond haired blue eyed one introduces himself as the Spirit of Revelation.  
When I asked why they were here they told me that…
They have been assigned to me that I might know the Lord better.

I ask them, “Where are we going”?  They tilt their heads look at each other, smile, look back to me and in unison say with a laugh – “To your destiny, of course”.

Wisdom is on my left and Revelation is on my right as the power of God’s spoken word propels us forward.  Wisdom tells me that “all time and space is established and sustained by the Almighty’s word”.  Revelation adds that “all time and space are advanced by His word.”

I seem to know that we are orbiting God, an orbit that will never be completed because of His enormity.  My escorts laugh as this truth is revealed to my mind.

“We will lead you in the way of Truth.  Now that you know we are here, ask us anything and we will tell you”.  “The revelation of our presence is the Father’s gift to you on this special day”.

I feel the Fear of the Lord on the weight of their words.

Revelation speaks “Everything changes now; everything will advance much more quickly.  The doors are open, favor with man has increased, and favor with Heaven has increased.  Guard your heart, guard your eyes and guard your tongue.  There is great power in your words”.

I feel their wings covering my eyes and my mouth and their hands over my heart.

As we continue to race forward I see myself from behind, I see arrows falling from my back.  Wisdom tells me that “These are the false accusations of men and the assignments of the enemy against you.  They and their poison have been removed from your soul and you have been healed.”  “These will no longer hinder your ability to fly”.

We soar together, Wisdom on my left and Revelation on my right… My journey is about to get much more exciting!

Father, thank you for your great love for me, I love you so!

· And that was only the beginning
· Since then, the Lord has been enlightening the eyes of my heart
· Allowing me to see into the realm of the Spirit 
· It’s humbling and exhilarating
· And it’s not just for me
· It is for all of us
· God is so much bigger and better and powerful than we have ever imagined
· He has more for each of us
· Back to Ephesians 1

Verses 19b-23
[bookmark: _Hlk496781593]That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church,23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.
· The same power that raised Christ from the dead
· The power of the Holy Spirit
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Is ours and lives in us

· The same God who has chosen us, called us, justified us and will glorify us…
· That same Jesus is enthroned above every rule, authority, power and dominion
· Every last thing has been placed under Jesus’ feet
· The Father has appointed Jesus as head of everything
· For the church, for us, his body
· the fullness of him who fills everything in every way
· And get this
· He loves us
· With a great and lavish love!
· Sacrificially, completely and perfectly
· The all-powerful King of kings and Lord of lords loves each of us, wow!
· Talk about friends in high places!

Let’s Pray:
· [bookmark: _Hlk496781643]Oh God, we want to know you better
· Your heart, mind, will, ways and plans better
· I pray like Paul…
· Give us the spirit of Wisdom and Revelation
· Enlighten the eyes of our hearts
· Reveal to us the hope of our calling
· And demonstrate in our lives your incomparable great power

Ministry Time:
· Would you like prayer today?
· Impartation of Wisdom and Revelation?
· Any need at all?
· Please come forward at the last song


