12 Days of Christmas

Intro 
· We have been working our way through the Gospel of John
· We’ve methodically trekked through the first 17 chapters
· We’ll dive into chapter 18 the first Sunday in January

· Next Sunday, the last Sunday of 2015
· I’ll offer you the prophetic insight the Lord gives me for 2016
· Most likely followed by some personal prophetic words
· We’ll see – as the Spirit leads

· This morning I’m going to do something a little different
· Being the last Sunday before Christmas
· I thought I’d offer you a Christmas themed message
· It’s something I rarely, if ever, do…
· But sometimes inspiration comes in unexpected ways
· Let me tell you a bit of our personal history

· 35 years ago Nadine and I were in a Christian band called Sonseed
· Large group of extremely talented musicians and singers
· I played percussion and sang a bit
· Nadine help in countless ways
· Selling tee-shirts, albums, buttons
· And keeping girls away from her man
· We gained some local notoriety in Brooklyn, NY
· Performing concerts for 500-700 people
· We recorded one album titled “First Fruits”
· And appeared on a local Sunday morning Christian TV program
· Show “Jesus is a Friend of Mine” video
· I’m not in the video

· In 2008 a blogger posted a copy of that video on his blog
· And it went viral
· Tell Tommy Story
· Nearly 10 million views to date
· TV shows like Glee and Community used it on their shows
· And more YouTube cover videos than I can count
· I had people contacting me to find out if Sonseed was a real band or was this some kind of hoax
· So much fun

· Too many of the band members have passed on
· But some us still stay in contact
· One of the members emailed out, this week an audio recording of Sonseed performing the 12 Days of Christmas
· Listening to it was pleasant stroll down memory lane
· That email was the inspiration for what I want to share this morning
· I want to share with you about the famous Christmas Carol
· The 12 days of Christmas

The 12 Days of Christmas
· I did some research on the 12 days of Christmas
· I recall hearing that the song had some deeper meaning 
· So I went searching for it
· Something deeper than a simple, nonsense, secular Christmas song for children. 
· Some have suggested that it is a song of Christian instruction, 
· Perhaps dating to the 16th century religious wars in England between Catholics and Protestants
· With references to the basic teachings of the Christian Faith hidden within
· I’m not going to argue for either historical position today.
· Being a big fan simile, analogy and metaphor… 
· Instead I’m simply going to share with you the hidden Christian message some have attached to the song lyrics
· You can decide for yourself
· And we’ll end this morning’s service by singing it together
· The song begins…

On The First Day of Christmas my true love gave to me
· The True Love is our true love
· Our first love
· God the Father
· The “me” refereed to here is us, it’s you and I
· The objects of God’s diving affection
· And the first day he gave us the finest gift of all
· A partridge in a pear tree
· The partridge in a pear tree is a metaphor of Jesus Christ, the Son of God on the Cross.
· It is said that in the song, Christ is symbolically presented as a mother partridge that feigns injury to decoy predators from her helpless nestlings,
· Much in memory of the expression of Christ's sadness over the fate of Jerusalem: 
· "Jerusalem! Jerusalem! How often would I have sheltered you under my wings, as a hen does her chicks, but you would not have it so . . . ." (Luke 13:34)

The Second Day of Christmas
· Two Turtle Doves
· The Old and New Testaments
· Which together bear witness to God's self-revelation in history and the creation of a people to tell the Story of God to the world

The Third Day of Christmas
· Three French Hens
· The Three Theological Virtues of Faith, Hope, and Love
· And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. (1 Corinthians 13:13)

The Forth Day of Christmas
· Four Calling Birds
· The Four Gospels: 
· Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John
· Which proclaim the Good News of God's reconciliation of the world to Himself in Jesus Christ.
· FYI:
· This is the 1909 American version of the song.  
· Earlier English versions have "colley birds" or blackbirds.  
· Apparently there are other versions as well

The Fifth Day of Christmas
· Five Gold Rings
· The first Five Books of the Old Testament, known as the Torah or the Pentateuch:
· Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy
· Which gives the history of humanity's downfall
· And God's response of grace 

The Sixth Day of Christmas
· Six Geese A-laying
· Represent the six days of creation
·  Declaring God as Creator and Sustainer of the Universe
· Obviously beginning from Genesis 1

The Seventh Day of Christmas
· Seven Swans A-swimming
· The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit from Romans 12
· Prophet, Servant, Teacher, Exhorter, Giver Ruler and Mercy
· “We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.” Romans 12:6-8

The Eighth Day of Christmas
· Eight Maids A-milking
· The Eight Beatitudes from Matthew 5:3-10: 
· Blessed are…
· The poor in spirit
· Those who mourn
· The meek
· Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness
· The merciful
· The pure in heart
· The peacemakers
· Those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake

The Ninth Day of Christmas
· Nine Ladies Dancing
· The nine Fruit of the Holy Spirit from Galatians 5:22
· Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
· But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.

The Tenth Day of Christmas
· Ten Lords A-leaping
· The Ten Commandments from Exodus 20:1-17
· You shall have no other gods before me
· Do not make an idol
· Do not take God's name in vain
· Remember the Sabbath Day
· Honor your father and mother
· Do not murder
· Do not commit adultery
· Do not steal
· Do not bear false witness
· Do not covet. 

The Eleventh Day of Christmas
· Eleven Pipers Piping
· The Eleven Faithful Apostles from Luke 6:14-16
· Simon Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, Judas son of James. 
· The list does not include the twelfth disciple, Judas Iscariot who betrayed Jesus to the religious leaders and the Romans.
· Neither does it include his replacement Matthias (Acts 1)

The Twelveth Day of Christmas
· Twelve Drummers Drumming 
· The Twelve points of doctrine in the Apostles' Creed:
· 1. I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
· 2. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
· 3. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
· 4. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell [the grave]. 
· 5. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
· 6. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
· 7. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
· 8. The holy catholic Church, 
· 9. The communion of saints, 
· 10. The forgiveness of sins, 
· 11. The resurrection of the body, 
· 12. And life everlasting.
So there you have it
· The hidden message behind that popular Christmas Carol
· My research stumbled upon a article written by a Mr. Dennis Bratcher
· Concerning this song and it’s hidden meaning Mr. Bratcher says:
· “Perhaps, when all is said and done, historical accuracy, as important as that might be on one level, is not really the point. Perhaps more important is that Christians can celebrate their rich heritage, and God's grace, through one more avenue during the Advent and Christmas seasons.  Now, when they hear what they once thought was only a secular "nonsense song," they will be reminded in one more way of the grace of God working in transforming ways in their lives and in our world.” ~ Dennis Bratcher

· Let’s close this morning’s service by standing together and singing the 12 days of Christmas

· Please remember, we do have a Christmas Eve service
· 6:30 PM, here at the Farm Centre on Thursday
· All are welcomed

· If we don’t see you between now and then
· From my family to yours and on behalf of the Charlottetown Vineyard… 
· God bless you and have a very Merry Christmas

