The Gospel of John 3:17-18

Introduction
· Open Bibles to John 3:16-21
· We are walking our way through the Gospel of John
· Last week we took a detailed look at one of the most popular verses in Scripture, John 3:16.
· We’ll pick things up today at verse 17
· And take a look at verse 17 and 18
· Read and Pray:
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God.
· This morning I want to focus on the word Condemnation

Condemnation
Verses 17
· 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him
· Jesus came to rescue not condemn
· I want to say this to you again and again and again!
· Jesus came to rescue NOT condemn.
· It’s so frustrating, so very disappointing reading commentary after commentary on these verses that began with it’s basis that God condemns humanity.
· We have a filter
· We’ve been indoctrinated
· We’ve been deceived
· We’ve been lied to concerning the heart and nature of our God.
· All too many of us see him as an angry judge eager to exact punishment.
· Yet in his own words, in verse 17, Jesus says:
· For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him
· Guys, do yourself a favor, underline that
· Memorize THAT verse
· Remember this!
· Jesus came to rescue not condemn!

Not a New Problem
· And this issue of condemnation is not a new or modern day problem
· Saint Paul had to address it with the early church
· He begins Romans 8 with these words
· Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus ~ Romans 8:1
· And he ends the chapter with this powerful declaration!

31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all - how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died - more than that, who was raised to life - is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written:

“For your sake we face death all day long;
    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. ~ Romans 8:31-39

· God loves you
· He’s for you
· He does not condemn you
· He does not charge you
· He loves you with a love that is inseparable 
· No power exists anywhere that can separate you from his love.

Then Why?
· Why do we have this notion, this image of God as angry judge eager to condemn?
· Biblically we have the testimony of The Lord Jesus Christ himself as well as the great Apostle, Saint Paul stating plainly that condemnation is not God’s plan, purpose or design.

· I see two reasons for this underling mindset of condemnation
· The Father Wound and Ambition
· There could be more but these are the two I see

· The Father Wound
· In Genesis 1:26-27 God says:
· 26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.
· God created us in His image and we turned around and made God in our image.
· Specifically, the image of our earthly fathers.
· Question:
· Let me see a show of hands
· How many of you had an earthly father who was loving, kind, present, wise and accessible?
· How many of you had or have a wonderful life giving relationship with your earthly father?
· Sad isn’t it.
· So many of us have been wounded by our earthly fathers in one way or another
· And that wound had tainted our image of God the Father
· The wounds have created filters
· And those filters distort our understanding of God, his nature and his heart toward us.
· Listen to me
· Our Heavenly Father is NOT like our earthly father
· Even if you had an amazing earthly father…
· Our Heavenly Father is vastly greater
· We need a new vision of our Heavenly Father
· One that better reflects Jesus’ and Paul’s testimony of Him
· One of the best books I’ve read addressing the topic of the father wound is John Eldridge’s “Wild at Heart”
· I highly recommend it.

· Ambition
· What do I mean by ambition?
· In James 3:16 (NASB) it says:
· For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.
· Every evil thing? Every! Wow!
· I’m talking about pastors - Spiritual fathers
· I’ve been a pastor a long time
· I’ve been pastored
· Sometimes very well, sometime not.
· I’ve known many, many pastors over the years.
· I’ve know a few pastors who are outstanding men of God
· Truly good shepherds who love the sheep entrusted to their care
· But I’ve know way too many who are insecure, territorial, competitive and fiercely ambition
· Broken men desperately seeking the validation they never received from their earthly fathers.
· Men driven by a western worldview mindset that believes bigger is better
· If I can just grow my church
· If I can just increase the budget
· If I can just get a bigger building
· If I can just be on TV, publish my book or preach around the world
· Then, maybe then father will be pleased with me.
· It’s a vicious, win-less cycle
· Men with this combination of brokenness and ambition deceive themselves into believing that the ends justify the means
· I can and will do whatever it takes to accomplish my mission
· Therefore:
· Condemnation, shame, guilt and manipulation are on the table
· Powerful tools in the hands of a driven man to get you to do what he wants you to do
· Unless you:
· Give to my church
· Participate in my programs
· Sacrifice your time
· Serve my vision
· God is not happy with you
· So the spiritual fathers taint our image of God as well.
· They foster a performance based Christianity where condemnation is the order of the day.
· Vision
· Years ago God gave me a vision
· I saw an auditorium filled with pastors and God said to me:
· “They don’t need another teacher or prophet but they all need to be fathered.”
· It broke my heart
· Pray for your pastors, we really need it.
· Why do we see God as Condemning?
· Because the actions of our earthly fathers and our spiritual father have distorted our image of our Heavenly Father.
· I believe that God has called me to do three things that are directly related to this:
· Tell people good news that the Father loves them lavishly and extravagantly
· Open blind spiritual eyes
· And set people free from the bondage of religious rules, regulations and traditions of men.

Jesus came to rescue not condemn
· Mankind is sick
· We have a deadly cancer called sin
· Jesus came to take the treatment for our sickness in his own body
· He took our place
· He endure the treatment we would never have survived
· He endured the spiritual chemotherapy required to eradicate the cancer of sin form our bodies
· The wrath of God against our sin
· The wrath of God is not directed at us but at the sin in us
· At the sin attacking the object of his Divine Affection
· When I had cancer
· Nadine hated the cancer with a fiery passion
· She wanted to kill it
· But she loved me
· Her wrath was directed at the cancer not her husband
· God’s wrath is in NO WAY directed at you
· Rather it is the powerful treatment created to eradicate the sin within you.

· The only people who experience condemnation are:
· Those who reject Jesus offer to take the spiritual chemo their place
· Or those who try to do it on their own
· The first is called rebellion and the second is called religion

· God sends no one to hell
· He invites us to himself
· The choice is ours
· Those who choose independence from God are left with the consequences of their choice.
· Those who accept his invitation enter into a love relationship of freedom and trust

Verse 18
· With all this in mind, with this as a backdrop, let’s look at verse 18
· 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 
· Three time the word believe is used in this one verse
· And again, as we’ve seen in weeks past, it comes from that very same Greek root word: Pistis
· Trust
· The Amplified Bible drives this point home very well, listen to John 3:18
· 18 He who believes in Him [who clings to, trusts in, relies on Him] is not judged [he who trusts in Him never comes up for judgment; for him there is no rejection, no condemnation – he incurs no damnation]; but he who does not believe (cleave to, rely on, trust in Him) is judged already [he has already been convicted and has already received his sentence] because he has not believed in and trusted in the name of the only begotten Son of God. [He is condemned for refusing to let his trust rest in Christ’s name.]
· The Message also communicates it well
· Anyone who trusts in him is acquitted; anyone who refuses to trust him has long since been under the death sentence without knowing it. And why? Because of that person’s failure to believe in the one-of-a-kind Son of God when introduced to him.

Trust
· Guys, it’s all about trust
· Our entire journey here on earth is about developing trust in a God who is rich in mercy (Ephesians 2:4) and who loves us with a great and lavish love. (1John 3:1)
· We live in a fallen world
· We live constantly with the consequences of poor choices
· Choices to live independently of God
· Sometimes we’re collateral damage of another’s poor choice
· Or we’re simply reaping what we ourselves have sown with our own poor choices
· This being the case we will have troubles in this life
· In the second half of John 16:33 Jesus clearly states that:
· “In this world you will have trouble.”
· But he ends the verse with these words
· “But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
· I wish I could tell you – give your heart to Jesus and all your troubles will go away
· But that would be a lie
· And you all know it

My Two Undeniable Truths of the Universe
· Number One: God is Good.
· Number Two: God Loves Me.
· Everything Else begins at Number Three

· Believing that he is good and he loves me…
· Believing that he has a plan for my life and it’s good…
· Believing that my circumstances do not define me…
· That’s Trusting God

· I’m on that journey
· I haven’t arrived
· But I’m closer than I use to be

· Convinced of Good’s goodness and love
· I choose not to judge him according to my circumstances
· Instead I choose to view my circumstances in light of his well establish goodness and love for me.

· For me it hasn’t been a straight line
· It’s been a rollercoaster ride with many ups and downs
· But I’m learning to trust him
· How about you?




A Final Word about Trust
· Proverbs 3:5-6
· “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.”
· Easier said than done. Let’s look at two key words, trust and acknowledge.

· The Hebrew word for trust used in this verse is batach. (ba-tasch) Strong’s Concordance defines batach as:
· “To have confidence, to make secure, to feel safe.” 

· Sounds about right to me, but, track with me for a minute here. 
· The journey to confidence, security and safety begins with a lack of all three. 
· The journey to trust begins with a lack of trust. 
· At some point I don’t feel confident, safe or secure, then something changes and I do.

· In healthy relationships trust is earned by good behavior multiplied by time. 
· In other words, you get to know the person and in knowing them you decide if they are indeed trustworthy. 
· This takes me to the second key word: acknowledge.

· The Hebrew word for acknowledge used in Proverbs 3:6 is yada. 
· Strong’s Concordance defines yada as: 
· “to perceive and see, to find out and discern, to know by experience, to be acquainted with.”
· This is an intimate, personal knowing. 
· This same word yada is used in Genesis 4:1 when it says that: 
· “…Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain…”
· Do you get the picture here?
· The way to batach is yada.  
· The journey to trust is knowing, intimately knowing. 
· The only possible way we that we can realistically trust God with all our hearts, especially when it conflicts with our own understanding or circumstances, is relationship. 
· Before we can trust him we need to know him…
· Personally, intimately and experientially.
· With all my heart as your pastor I want that for you
· I want you to know God personally, intimately and experientially.

· Trusting God is in our future. 
· No matter where we are on our spiritual journeys, somewhere down the road we’ll need to trust the Lord. 
· Maybe you’re there right now. 
· I’m here as a witness that this God I speak of is both very good and extremely loving
· I trust him.
· You can too.
· Let’s stand and pray.

Ministry Time
· Call forward Ministry Teams
· Give invitation
· Maybe you have a father wound that needs to be healed
· Maybe you need help on this journey toward trust
· Come forward and we’ll pray for you today.
· Close in prayer

