The Gospel of John 21:1-14

Intro
· Open your Bibles to The Gospel of John 21:1-14
· We are nearing the end of our Journey through John’s Gospel
· I’ll cover the first half this morning
· I’ll be away next Sunday
· Tom Schultz will be speaking
· And Unless the Holy Spirit edits… 
· I’ll finish up John’s Gospel on Mother’s Day, May 8th
· Read and Pray: John 21:1-14

Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this way: Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus.

He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”

“No,” they answered.

He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.

Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread.

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” So Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.

Afterward
· Verse 1 of chapter 21 begins with the word “afterward”.
· Like the term “therefore” it’s a transitional word
· The scene in the narrative has changed
· In this case it has changed from Jesus’ second appearance to his disciples…
· Where he presented his hands and side to Thomas
· To his third appearance
· This time by the sea of Galilee
· And as verse 1 tells us…
· “It happened this way”

· Seven of the disciples were hanging out together
· Peter, Thomas, Nathanael, James, John (the sons of Zebedee) and two other unnamed disciples
· In verse 3 Peter decides he’s going fishing
· He says: “I’m going out to fish”
· And the rest of them follow his lead replying
· “We’ll go with you.”
· So seven guys got into a boat and spent the whole night fishing
· You can always pick out the leader is a group
· He or she is the one who suggest or announces an activity and the rest of the group buys in.
· Peter is clearly the de facto leader


· So, what’s going on here?
· The disciples are living in an in-between place
· They’re in transition
· Life is not what it was
· And it’s not quite yet what it is going to be.
· They’re no long roaming the country sides of Judea, Samaria and Galilee
· Doing itinerate ministry with Jesus
· And as of yet, they haven’t in any practical way, embraced Jesus’ commissioning from John 20:21
· “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”
· The cross is behind them but they’ve yet to experience Pentecost 
· They are in an in-between place

· Looking back historically
· We know God has a plan for these people
· And that their lives are about to change in ways they couldn’t possibly imagine
· Major events like the Assentation, Pentecost and the formation of the early church are mere weeks away…
· But here, in verses 1, 2 and 3 of chapter 21
· They are clueless

· They’ve just been on the journey of a lifetime
· Traveling with Jesus
· THE Son of God
· THE Word made flesh
· The long awaited Messiah
· Their friend!
· Witnessing some the most amazing signs and wonder imaginable
· The dead raised
· The sick healed 
· The lame walk
· Blind eyes opened
· Food multiplied
· Thousands feed
· Water changed to wine
· And so much more
· But those days are now behind them
· Jesus was arrested
· Beaten mercilessly
· Crucified unjustly
· And. He. Died!

· Their worlds were devastated until about a week ago
· When the unimaginable happened yet again
· Jesus rose from the dead 
· and has twice now supernaturally materialized in their midst
· Both times while they hiding behind locked doors
· From the religious leaders

· Can you imagine the emotional rollercoaster these guys have been on?
· So they’re in this in-between place
· Jesus isn’t with them around the clock like his was before his death
· He’s pop up a couple of times in a rather dramatic fashion
· But if I’m with the disciples, honestly…
· I have many more questions than answers
· And in the absence of clarity
· Peter does what he knows to do
· He goes fishing
· And six other guys join him

· Verse 3 ends by informing us that Peter’s old way of doing things isn’t working out for him so well.
· “So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.”

· Just before I accepted the call to this church I wondered if maybe my time in ministry was coming to an end
· A friend told me that Apple Computer was hiring
· Huge company with boat loads of cash
· I figured that, hey, I love their products, I have good administrative abilities and strong people skills
· Even if I started at the bottom I could eventually work my way up
· I had 4 interviews for a part time entry level position
· And I didn’t get the job!
· Like Peter and his friends, I went fishing, as it were “all night long” and caught nothing.
· God had other plans
· And here I am
· God has other plan for Peter and disciples
· Let’s pick up the story at verse 4
· Jesus shows up again

Verses 4-6
Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus.

He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”

“No,” they answered.

He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.

· Does this story sound familiar?
· It should
· Luke 5:1-11 – Even before Jesus called his first disciples:

One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, (Ga-na-sa-ret, aka The Sea of Galilee) the people were crowding around him and listening to the word of God. He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat.

When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.”

Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.”

When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.

When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners.

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.

· The last half of chapter 20 was about Thomas
· Chapter 21 is really all about Peter
· Here Jesus is speaking Peters language
· He’s taking him back to one of their very first encounters
· Jesus is bringing it all full circle for Peter
· And Peter get’s it
· Well, first John and then Peter


Verses 7-9
Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread.
· Just like he did the first time, Peter leaves the fish and the nets behind him
· And he makes a passionate, reactive, mad dash for Jesus!
· Jesus has breakfast started for his friends
· I love this picture of Jesus
· I’m overwhelmed by just how relational Jesus continues to be after the resurrection.

· First he appears to Mary Magdalene
· Then to his frightened friends hiding behind locked doors
· A week later to the same group, specifically Thomas
· And now on the shores of the Sea of Galilee for Peter’s sake
· And what does the risen King of Kings and Lord of Lords do?
· He prepares breakfast for his friends who have labored fruitlessly all night long.
· Why?
· Because that’s where relationship happens
· At meals with dear friends
· Because THIS is what God has always wanted from the beginning
· Ever since the Garden of Eden
· To enjoy unfettered friendship with humanity

· It’s ALL about relationship
· A relationship of love and trust between the Trinity and Humanity
· If it had been about religion…
· If it has been about being right…
· He would have appeared to the Chief Priests, the Pharisees or even Pilate.
· But no, God, three times now has revealed himself to his closets friends.
· Most of who abandoned, betrayed and denied even knowing him just days before
· At Jesus lowest moments.
· Why?
· Because it’s ALL about relationship!
· Because Jesus loves them more than he didn’t like what they did.
· Because it NOT about performance or behavior
· Because It’s ALL about a love relationship

Verses 10-14
Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” So Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.
· Is there significance to the numbers 153?
· Maybe
· Why 153 fish? This number has been a field day for speculative interpretations of the Bible since the early church.
· 153 is the sum of numbers 1 to 17. 
· Some (like Augustine) say that it is a number representing the number of commandments (10) added to the sevenfold gifts of the Spirit.
· 153 is the added numerical value of the Greek words "Peter" and "fish."
· Some ancient writers (such as Jerome) held that there were 153 different types of fish in the world; 
· this represents a "full harvest" of all of the world.
· Some (like Cyril of Alexandria) say that:
· 100 stands for the Gentiles, 50 for Israel and 3 for the Trinity.
· In my dream class I teach that the number 153 metaphorically represents “Kingdom Multiplication”
· The truth is that all we know for certain is that 153 stands for the number of fish that they caught
· Is there significance to the nets not breaking?
· Probably

· But neither as important as the fact the God made breakfast!
· What Kind of God does that?
· No manmade God
· That’s for sure!
· Man made gods want to be served
· They don’t make breakfast!
· Our God is unlike any other god.

· Here again we see that there is something different about Jesus’ physical appearance.
· Mary failed to recognize Jesus at the tomb
· Initially thinking he was the gardener
· In John 20:11-16
· In Luke 24 right after the resurrection on the road to Emmaus
· Jesus joins two disciples are as they are discussing the dramatic current events surrounding Jesus death and resurrection
· In verse 27 it says:
· And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.
· Now that’s a bible study I would have loved to sit in on!
· It wasn’t until Jesus broke bread with them that their eyes were opened and they recognized him.
· And here in chapter 21 there’s an indication that he wasn’t totally recognizable
· Other wise why mention in verse 12…
· None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?”
· Commentator David Guzik speculates that:
· “Possibly it was a result of the beatings He endured at the cross, the scars of which remained at least in part.”
· Maybe?
· But I think there is a more significant point o be made here:

· Why is this important
· Because the revelation of Jesus isn’t something that happens from our end
· It has to come from his end
· He opens our eyes and we can see
· In all things God is the initiator
· Not man
· God created us
· Genesis 1:27 “So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.”
· We did not create him
· God came to us in the incarnation
· John 1:14 “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”
· We did not go to him
· God sought us out and rescued us
· Luke 19:10 “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
· We did seek him first, he sought us
· We love God only because he loved us first
· 1 John 4:19 “We love because he first loved us.”
· Jesus told us that he came to:
· Proclaim good news to the poor
· Bind up broken hearts
· Set captives free
· Open blind eyes
· If you’re poor, heartbroken, in bondage and blind, you can not initiate
· You need a savior
· You need to be rescued
· We ALL need to be rescued and that’s just what Jesus has done for each and every one of us

· You sit here this morning not because you came to God
· But because God came to you
· And opened your eyes to see him
· Just like Mary, the disciples on the road to Emmaus and the disciples at breakfast on the shores of Galilee.
· Guys, I have good news for you today
· Our God is better than you’ve ever imagined!
· He’s more loving and more approachable and more available than you’ve been told
· Our God is so very good!

Ministry Time
· Where are you this morning?
· What do you have need of?
· Are you in transition?
· Has the old passed away and the new not yet come?
· Have you already decided to go back to what you know, what is safe and familiar?
· Have you labored all night, through a long dark night of the soul and have nothing to show for it?
· Do you need God to open your eyes so that you can see the truth that he is right here with you?
· Do you need friendship with a God who will meet you for breakfast?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Then please stand and pray as we lead you through a final song
