Friendship with God
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I Open Bibles to Philippians 3
1 I’m going to take a break from my series on healing to share a “one of” message that’s been on my heart.
a.  Relationship with God
i It’s always on my heart

2 Let’s begin with Colossians 3:1-2
A. Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.
B. The late John Paul Jackson is quoted as saying:
a.  “What you focus on you make room for, what you fear you empower.”
C. Qui-Gon Jinn (kwhy-gone-gin) of Star Wars fame, in The Phantom Menace said this:
a.  "Be mindful, your focus will determine your reality”
D. When Saint Paul writes to the Colossians the words “Set your mind” he speaking about focus. 
E. Setting your hearts and minds on things above
a.  Easier said than done
F. All day every day we make choices 
a.  What to wear
i Where to park
· Where to sit in church
· Where to eat for lunch
G. Spiritually speaking our choices are
a.  Heavenly or Earthly thinking
i His ways or our ways
· Light or darkness
· Life or death
ii I’ve chosen both, 
· Heavenly thinking is better.
H. On my journey, I’ve discovered that relationship with God is the only way for me to consistently Set My Mind on Things Above and not on earthly things
a.  The only way to set my affections on things above is to set my affections on Him.
i To focus on him

3 Let’s talk about relationship
A. Let’s talk about knowing God from Philippians 3:7-14
a.  Context
b.  Insights

4 Read & Pray: Philippians 3:7-14
A. But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ - the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.  Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

II Context
1 Paul is writing this epistle from prison!
A. Loss and suffering aren’t conceptual or theoretical
a.  They’re real and he’s living them as he writes.

2 He’s probably in Rome around 61-63 AD
A. About a dozen years after he had founded the church in Philippi
B. According to Acts he was a prisoner at least 4 times at:
a.  Philippi - Acts 16:23, 
b.  Jerusalem -  Acts 21:33
c.  Caesarea - Acts 23:25
d.  Rome - Acts 28:16, 30, 31
i This letter was written from Rome

3 Paul loves these people
A. Paul’s feelings for the Philippians are similar to my feeling for you
a.  It’s how I would write to you if I were away
B. It is his most upbeat letter
a.  It radiates with love and joy for these people
C. To Paul the Philippians are old friends and warm supporters

4 One of Paul’s primary reasons for writing this letter was to say thank you
A. It was a thank you note for their love and partnership in the gospel
B. Philippians 1:1-5
a.  1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers and deacons: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now
b.  Also in Philippians 4:10-19

5 Paul wrote this letter to update his friends on his situation
A. He wanted them to know that he was not discouraged by his circumstances, even though he was imprisoned
a.  And he wanted them to also not be discouraged
B. Philippians 1:12-14
a.  Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel. As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. Because of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have been encouraged to speak the word of God more courageously and fearlessly.

6 So, do you get the context?
A. Paul is not writing from the Jacuzzi of some mountain top Christian retreat center with hot and cold running pina coladas
B. He’s writing from a cold damp Roman dungeon
C. By the way - Roman prisoners were commonly put to death
a.  So, verse 10 “Becoming like him in his death” wasn’t poetic
D. Now that we have some context let me share my insights


III Insights
1 Questions
A. What’s the prize?
B. What’s the prize that the Apostle Paul want to press on to win
C. What is the one thing he does?
D. For what is it that he is willing to forget the past and strain ahead?
E. What’s the goal?
F. For what is it that Paul has been called heavenward in Christ Jesus? 
G. Philippians 3:13-14
a.  But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.
2 It can’t be salvation
A. You can’t win a free gift
B. You can’t strain for a free gift
a.  Romans 6:23
i For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (NASB)
b.  Ephesians 2:8-9
i For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast.

3 Answers
A. If it’s not Salvation what is it?
a.  Relationship!
i Intimate and experiential
B. Powerful indicators in earlier verses
a.  Philippians 3:8
i “…I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord…”
b.  Philippians 3:10
i “I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death…”
C. Let’s take a closer look at this “KNOWING”

4 Knowing = Gnōsis from same root Greek word as Know = Ginosko
A. Strong’s = ginōskō
a.  to learn to know, come to know, get a knowledge of perceive, feel
i to become known
b.  to know, understand, perceive, have knowledge of
i to understand
ii to know
c.  Jewish idiom for sexual intercourse between a man and a woman
d.  to become acquainted with, to know
B. Jamieson, Fausset & Brown Bible Commentary
a.  [bookmark: 0.1_01000001]That I may know him - experimentally. This verse …more fully explains, "the excellency of the knowledge of Christ" (in Philippians 3:8). 
b.  To know HIM is more than merely to know a doctrine about Him.
c.  It’s much more than a theology or a philosophy
d.  Believers are brought not only to redemption, but to the Redeemer Himself. 
C. Great quote from Francis Frangipane’s “The Stronghold of God”
a.  “The Bible is the historical record of man's experiences with the Almighty. Out of personal encounters people had with the living God, our theological perspectives have developed. But knowledge about God is only the first step toward entering the presence of God. As much as the Bible is a book of truths, it is also a map to God. As Christians, we study and debate the map yet too often fail to make the journey...”
D. Taking the journey, knowing Him intimately, personally and experientially is worth it all.
a.  It’s worth loss, suffering, prison – anything
i Doctrinal knowledge isn’t
ii Religious philosophy - no
iii Theological concepts, not so much
iv Church membership – isn’t
b.  But Him
i His heart, His touch, His breath, His face… 
ii Yes! Worth everything and anything
· It was worth it to Paul, he gave his life for it.
· It was worth it to the apostles; they gave their life for it as well…
· and it’s worth it to me!
iii King David said it this way in Psalm 27:4
One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his temple.
c.  And this is exactly what’s offered and available to you, to me, to us:
i Dwelling with God all the days of our lives

E. Question: What’s your “One Thing”?
a.  Good IS enemy of Best
b.  Urgent is enemy of Important
c.  The second commandment to love your neighbor as yourself can actually become an idol displacing the first commandment to love God with all your heart, mind, soul and strength.
i Like the church of Ephesus in Revelation 2 many need to return to their first love.
· He needs to once again become our one thing

F. I love the Amplified Bible’s take on Philippians 3:10
a.  “[For my determined purpose is] that I may know Him [that I may progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him, perceiving and recognizing and understanding the wonders of His Person more strongly and more clearly], and that I may in that same way come to know the power outflowing from His resurrection [which it exerts over believers], and that I may so share His sufferings as to be continually transformed [in spirit into His likeness even] to His death…”
b.  I especially like it’s definition of “Know”
i “that I may progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him, perceiving and recognizing and understanding the wonders of His Person more strongly and more clearly” 
c.  Thanks exactly what I want
i I want to progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him
ii I want to perceive and recognize and understand the wonders of His Person
iii And I want to do it more strongly and more clearly everyday

5 Nothing compares to Him
A. Not church, ministry, so called truth, fame, fortune, success, power, sex, nothing!
B. All of those other things are cheap counterfeits and poor substitutes for true and intimate relationship with God.
a.  Don’t settle
b.  Don’t compromise
C. Instead do this one things
a.  Forget what is behind!
b.  Strain toward what is ahead!
c.  Press on toward the goal!
d.  Win the prize!
i Intimate Relationship with Jesus!
· Go for friendship with God



Friendship with God
I. In John 15:15 (NASB) Jesus said
1. "No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you. 

II. What’s the setting?
1. What’s the context of this dialogue?
A. When: 
a. Passover
b. During the Last Supper
c. The Night he was betrayed
B. Where: The Upper Room
a. After he washes the disciple’s feet
b. After he predicts Judas’ betrayal
c. After he predicts Peter’s denial
d. Before his High Priestly prayer in John 17
e. Before his arrest
C. Who: Alone with his disciple
a. This is private not public time
b. Jesus is with his buddies, his pals, his brothers, his closest friends
c. These are the ones who have been with him the past three years
d. They were there when Jesus
i. Healed the sick
ii. Raised the dead
iii. Cast out demons
iv. Preached the Sermon on the Mount
v. Feed the multitudes
vi. Walked on water
vii. Calmed the storm
viii. Rebuked the Pharisees
ix. Turned over the tables of the money changers
e. They have history, they have stories, they have bonded
f. They walked together, sailed together, ate, laughed, prayed and fought together
g. He LOVED these men and they Loved him!
D. Jesus knew what the next few days held
a. He’s encouraging his friends
i. They don’t know it but they have some extremely hard days ahead
b. He’s telling them what’s most important
c. In this setting, this context Jesus talks about friendship
d. In verse 15 Jesus says…
i. "No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you.” 
e. The NLT says it this way…
i. “I no longer call you slaves, because a master doesn’t confide in his slaves. Now you are my friends, since I have told you everything the Father told me.”

2. Slave vs. Friend
A. Define Slave
a. Vine’s: doulos means:
i. a slave, the lowest term in the scale of servitude, it came also to mean " the one who gives himself up to the will of another," a servant, attendant
· to be in bondage
b. Strong’s: From the root word “deo” meaning bondage
i. to bind, fasten with chains, to throw into chains
ii. to bind, put under obligation, of the law, of duty
c. Slave does not “know” what his master is doing
i. The master hasn’t confided in them
B. Define Friend
a. Strong’s: philos (fē'-los)
i. A friend, an associate
ii. “One of the bridegroom's friends who on his behalf asked the hand of the bride and rendered him various services in closing the marriage and celebrating the nuptials.
iii. Today we’d call this guy “The Best Man”
· Who was your best man?
· Why did you choose him? 
· The closeness of the relationship
· That’s the concept here
· My brother Robert
iv. A position of honor reflecting their closeness.
b. Friends are in the know
i. They do know
ii. Friends “know” everything Jesus heard from the Father
C. Friendship with God is a Biblical concept – both Old and New Testament
a. Abraham:
i. 2 Chronicles 20:7, Isaiah 41:8 and James 2:23 refer to Abraham as God’s friend
ii. And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend. James 2:23
b. Moses:
i. Exodus 33:11 says of Moses that…
· The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend.
c. Job
i. In chapter 29:4 Job laments
· Oh, for the days when I was in my prime, when God's intimate friendship blessed my house,
d. John the Baptist
i. In John 3:29 John the Baptist refers to himself as the “Friend of the Bridegroom” Jesus
e. Lazarus
i. In John 11:11 Jesus talking to his disciples refers to Lazarus as “our friend”
f. Judas
i. Matthew 26:50 makes it clear that it is friendship that was betrayed
ii. While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: "The one I kiss is the man; arrest him." Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, "Greetings, Rabbi!" and kissed him.  Jesus replied, "Friend, do what you came for.
g. We’ve been satisfied with a cheap substitute, a counterfeit
i. We’ve traded Religion for Relationship for Religion
· Intimacy and love for traditions, rules, rituals, and regulations
· Just as sex is a poor substitute for true love, ministry is a poor substitute for true friendship - intimacy with God
ii. Or we’ve traded God for the World
· James 4:4 You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.

III. Practical Application
1. So, which are you?
A. Slave or Friend?
a. Functional or relational?

2. Basic Truths of Relationship…
A. They take time, their messy and trust is required
a. True of relationships with people and with God
B. You can expect….
a. The need of patience (time)
b. Grace or the ability to cope with chaos (messy)
c. Faith (trust)
i. God is good and he loves me, everything else begins at #3
ii. Where there is no trust, there is no relationship
iii. With the absence of trust is the absence of authentic relationship.

3. What I have learned about Friendship with God
A. I’m no expert but I’ve picked up a few things along the way
a. It’s THE highest place
i. It easily and vastly surpasses power, fame or success
b. It will cost you everything
i. People, possessions and positions
c. And yet it is STILL the best deal you’ve ever been offered
i. And it has been offered to YOU!

4. Practical Tips for Friensdhip with God
A. Don’t keep score
a. Daily Bible reading charts
b. Journal entries
c. Memorizing verses
i. All good stuff but it’s knowledge building not relationship building
ii. And it’s not about performance anyway
iii. In Galatians 5:1 Saint Paul said:
· “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”
· Performance Based Christianity is a relationship killer.
· Study Paul’s letter to the Galatians you discover that the yoke of slavery referred to here is a performance based relationship with God
· Christ has set of free from a performance based relationship - don’t submit to it ever again!
· No matter how much bling you put on it a yoke of slavery is still a yoke of slavery!
B. Instead…Go where the life is!
a. What has life on it?
b. Do that
c. For me, meditating on scripture has been very effective in this season of my life
C. A little is better than nothing
a. 15 minutes is better than nothing
b. Jim Driscoll “we have to become good at doing things badly”
i. Or we’ll never do anything at all
D. Undivided Time
a. Which is becoming more and more difficult in this day and age
i. How many of you are on the computer while you watch TV?
ii. How many text while talking with someone else?
iii. Multitasking is not an asset to building relationship
b. Intimacy is built when you are alone with someone
c. It’s hard to be intimate
i. In a crowd
ii. With an audience
iii. While you’re doing something else
d. I like to think of it as pillow talk
E. Listen
a. Take time to listen
b. Life giving communication is a two-way street
c. Expect the unexpected
i. He may communicate in unusual ways
· A verse, a song, the wind, a sight, a dream, the face of a child, a friend, heck even a sermon!!
· He’s outside our box and often communicates from that place
F. Recap
a. Don’t keep score – no more PBC!
b. Go where the life is
c. A little is better than nothing
d. Undivided time
e. Listen

IV. Ministry Time and Close in prayer
1. One of the very first visions I ever had. 
A. This is back in our West Virginia days
2. I standing on Jesus’ right side and he points
A. I look up to see a baseball diamond
B. Large open field, beautiful green grass, smooth clean brown base paths… backstop
C. Children are playing
a. Boys and girls, maybe 9 or 10 years old
b. Their having a blast
c. No intense, overbearing parents around to ruin the fun
3. I franticly try to figure out what it all means
A. Green, what does green mean?
B. There are four bases?
C. Nine kids on each side, two teams, that much mean something?
4. Finally, exasperated I look to Jesus and say “I don’t get it, what’s the point? It’s just a bunch of kids playing.
A. He says to me – “That is the point”
5. Guys, this relationship with God is supposed to be fun, not work.
6. In Matthew 18:3 Jesus said:
A. "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
7. In chapter 19:14 he adds:
A. "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these."
B. That’s exactly what he was communicating to me
a. The Kingdom is for the childlike, it belongs to them.
8. There is a radical and transformational change at hand in the church - from servanthood to sonship
A. No one will join our church to become a servant.
B. But the fatherless will come to be fathered, to fully be sons and daughters of the King
C. In a dream the Lord had me look over a room full of pastors and he told me that “they don’t need another pastor, prophet or apostle, what they need is a father.”
a. The same is true of the church and the world – sons and daughters need mothers and fathers. They need the freedom to be sons and daughters and they need relationship with their loving Father!

Let’s Pray…
1. Lord, I want to know you.  As Saint Paul describes, I want to progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with You, perceiving and recognizing and understanding the wonders of Your Person more strongly and more clearly every day.  I want to experience you and the power that raised you from the dead, no matter what, no matter the cost. 

Ministry Time
1. Words of knowledge
2. Worship team

