God’s Ways 3 - Gideon
I Intro

1 Open Bible to Judges 6
2 Series on God’s Ways

A. God’s Way’s 1

a.  Followed the Holy Spirit’s lead

i Fun and powerful ministry time

b.  Shared briefly my thoughts and insights on Isaiah 55:8-9

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
       neither are your ways my ways," 
       declares the LORD.

 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
       so are my ways higher than your ways 
       and my thoughts than your thoughts.

c.  If God’s ways and our ways do not mach up – who changes?

i Let me save you some pain on your spiritual journey…

· You change

B. Last week: Ways 2  - The Life of Moses

a.  Unusual Preparation
i 40 years in Egypt

ii 40 years in Desert as a fugitive
b.  Unusual Call
i Burning Bush

ii Called to service as an 80 year old
c.  Unusual Service
i Looked specifically at the parting of the Red Sea

· God sent them to that specific location

· Between the Sea and the most powerful army of the day

· God hardened Pharaoh‘s heart and sent him after them

· In those impossible circumstances, orchestrated by God…

· God did a God sized thing
d.  What does it mean for us?
i His ways are not our ways

· His ways may often offend our sense of logic, reason and fairness

ii If he operated this way with Moses, what might he do with us?
3 Today: God’s Ways 3 – Gideon

A. Gideon’s Call

B. Gideon’s Army

4 Read & Pray Judges 6:11-16
11 The angel of the LORD came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites. 12 When the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, he said, "The LORD is with you, mighty warrior."

 13 "But sir," Gideon replied, "if the LORD is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our fathers told us about when they said, 'Did not the LORD bring us up out of Egypt?' But now the LORD has abandoned us and put us into the hand of Midian."

 14 The LORD turned to him and said, "Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian's hand. Am I not sending you?"

 15 "But Lord , [a] " Gideon asked, "how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family."

 16 The LORD answered, "I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites together."

A. Gideon’s Back Story
a.  Judges 6:1-10 give us some of the back story
b.  For 7 years the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord 

i Usually by serving other gods

ii As a result the Lord gave the Israelites into the hands of the Midianities

· The Midianites were so oppressive that the Israelites where living and hiding in mountain cliffs and caves.

· Scripture describes the oppression this way…. (Judges 6:3-5)
· “Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern peoples invaded the country. 4They camped on the land and ruined the crops all the way to Gaza and did not spare a living thing for Israel, neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys. 5 They came up with their livestock and their tents like swarms of locusts. It was impossible to count the men and their camels; they invaded the land to ravage it.”
c.  The Israelites were so improvised  that they cried out to God for help and Gideon is God’s response

i Why is it that so often we have to go through hell before we cry out for heaven’s help?
II Gideon’s Calling
1 Where is Gideon?
A. In a wine press

a.  A sunken place a hole in the ground

2 What is he doing?

A. Threshing wheat

a.  Usually done in open places

b.  Like a hill top where the wind can assist you in the process of separating the chaff from the wheat.
3 Why is Gideon threshing wheat in a hole?

A. To hid it from his enemy

a.  It the hope that it will not be stolen from him

4 The Call

A. In this place, under these circumstances, God calls Gideon
a.  And what does he call him?

B. Judges 6:12
a.  “When the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, he said, "The LORD is with you, mighty warrior."

C. Mighty Warrior?

a.  Would a mighty warrior be hiding in a hole in the hopes of making some bread?
b.  Romans 4:17 tells that faith “…calls things that are not as though they were.”

i And then they are

· The one who said let there be light and there was light called Gideon a Mighty Warrior

· What does God call you?

c.  God’s ways are not our ways

i He knows what we do not know

ii He sees what we do not see

iii He calls those we would not call

D. Gideon receives a visitation from God 

a.  Most theologians agree that “Angel of the Lord” referred to in the Old Testament is the Pre- Incarnate Jesus

i Subsequent verses refer to this “Angel of the Lord” as Lord

b.  God visits Gideon

i And Gideon what’s to argue, debate and complain
c.  Even still Gideon is given his mission (verse 14)

i "Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian's hand. Am I not sending you?"

d.  Gideon’s response…

i "how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family."
E. Two Perspectives
a.  God is saying look at who is sending you
b.  Gideon is saying look at who you’re sending

c.  His ways are not our ways

i 1 Corinthians 1:26-29

· 26Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may boast before him.
d.  It’s all about Him, not us

i Judges 6:16

· "I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites…"
· That should have settled the issue but no…

5 The dialogue continues

A. Gideon prepares and offering

B. God touched it with his staff and it’s consumed with fire

C. Now Gideon freaks out

D. God reassures him

E. God tells Gideon to tear down his father’s idols and scarfice his bull

a.  In essence turn away from your old life

b.  Gideon obey but does so in fear doing it at night

F. Then we have the whole fleece deal

a.  Read all of chapter 6 for the play by play

b.  Gideon is a real guys, just like us

i This encourages me

ii But I want to move on to Gideon’s army as yet one more example of God’s ways not being our ways

III Gideon’s Army
1 Judges 7:2-8
2 The LORD said to Gideon, "You have too many men for me to deliver Midian into their hands. In order that Israel may not boast against me that her own strength has saved her, 3 announce now to the people, 'Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.' " So twenty-two thousand men left, while ten thousand remained.

 4 But the LORD said to Gideon, "There are still too many men. Take them down to the water, and I will sift them for you there. If I say, 'This one shall go with you,' he shall go; but if I say, 'This one shall not go with you,' he shall not go."

 5 So Gideon took the men down to the water. There the LORD told him, "Separate those who lap the water with their tongues like a dog from those who kneel down to drink." 6 Three hundred men lapped with their hands to their mouths. All the rest got down on their knees to drink.

 7 The LORD said to Gideon, "With the three hundred men that lapped I will save you and give the Midianites into your hands. Let all the other men go, each to his own place." 8 So Gideon sent the rest of the Israelites to their tents but kept the three hundred, who took over the provisions and trumpets of the others. 
A. These people have lived under oppression for seven years

a.  The fact that Gideon could muster 32,000 men is miraculous

b.  But God’s ways are not our ways

B. God filters out the fearful

a.  2/3 leave

b.  Wow – astonishing

c.  Not only does God let them go, he’s still not finished pruning

C. He whittles 10,000 to 300
a.  By the way they drank water

b.  I make the cut or don’t by the way I drink water?

c.  I’ve heard all kinds of theories why

i But the bottom line is because God said so

D. By the way – their only weapons where

a.   Trumpets and empty jars with torches in them

i Judges 7:19-22

Gideon and the hundred men with him reached the edge of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, just after they had changed the guard. They blew their trumpets and broke the jars that were in their hands. 20 The three companies blew the trumpets and smashed the jars. Grasping the torches in their left hands and holding in their right hands the trumpets they were to blow, they shouted, "A sword for the LORD and for Gideon!" 21 While each man held his position around the camp, all the Midianites ran, crying out as they fled. 22 When the three hundred trumpets sounded, the LORD caused the men throughout the camp to turn on each other with their swords. 
E. And God did what he said he would do in Judges 6:16

a.  "I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites…"
IV What does this mean for us?

1 His ways are NOT our ways

A. His ways are very different than our ways

B. His ways WILL offend our logic, reason, and understanding

C. Little is much in His hands

a.  God doesn’t need our resources

b.  He wants our yes

2 Two things I have share before…

A. What vs. How

a.  Faith always ask what before how

i Asking how first would never have defeated the Midianities

ii God’s what may frighten us

iii God’s how may confuse us

iv But God way will amaze us

v Asking How before what gives you the best that man can offer

vi Asking what before how sets you up for God sized things

B. Two Truths

a.  Touching on this as we work through the Shack on Thursday nights

b.  Tom Zawacki’s Two Undeniable Truths of the Universe

c.  #1 God is Good

d.  #2 God loves me

e.  Everything else begins at number 3

f.  It is the foundation of trust

g.  Without trust we will never yield our ways to His ways.

V Ministry Time

1 Invite Holy Spirit to Come
