The Gospel of John 13:18-30

Intro
· Open bibles to John 13
· We are working our way through the Gospel of John
· We’re up to the point where:
· Jesus is sharing the final Passover
· Just before his crucifixion
· With his disciples in the upper room
· Last week: Jesus washing the disciple feet
· Today: Jesus announcing that he would be betrayed
· Read and pray
· Jesus speaking to his disciples says:

“I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfill this passage of Scripture: ‘He who shared my bread has turned against me.’

“I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that I am who I am. Very truly I tell you, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me.”

After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, “Very truly I tell you, one of you is going to betray me.”

His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, “Ask him which one he means.”

Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?”

Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him.

So Jesus told him, “What you are about to do, do quickly.” But no one at the meal understood why Jesus said this to him. Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for the festival, or to give something to the poor. As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night.
· Let me do two things this morning
· First, let me address the text
· Second, let me address the topic of betrayal

Verse 18
· “I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfill this passage of Scripture: ‘He who shared my bread has turned against me.’
· Jesus knows who he has chosen
· There’s no mistakes here
· Jesus isn’t caught by suprise
· The scripture Jesus is referring to is: Psalm 41:9
· Even my close friend, someone I trusted, one who shared my bread, has turned against me.
· Instead of “turned against me” The KJV uses the term “Lifted his heel against me”
· The term “lifted his heel against me” means
· The person has “given me a great fall" or 
· "Has taken cruel advantage of me." 
· To the eastern idea of hospitality
· For one who eats bread with me to lift up his heel against me was considered a great betrayal and treachery.
· Think of a dear friend who has shared your table on many occasions only to betray you later on
· This is Judas
· The one who has walked with Jesus for three years
· He saw the miracles first hand
· The sick healed
· The dead raised
· Food multiplied
· Storms rebuked and silenced
· Demons cast out
· He had a front row seat for the sermon on the mount
· He’s at the table for this last supper
· And Jesus has just washed his feet!
· This is the close friend, someone Jesus trusted, one who shared His bread, has turned against Him
Verses 19
· “I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that I am who I am. 
· Remember from last week’s message
· Jesus knows where he’s come from and where he’s going
· To the Father
· He also know that the Father has put all things under his power
· John 13:3
· Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God
· Jesus knows what’s about to happen
· He literally tells them:
· I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that I am who I am.
· In other words: so when my prophetic words come to pass you will know that I am God!
· Any Hebrew worth his salt would recognize this as a reference to Moses before God at the burning bush - Exodus 3:14
· Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?” God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’”
Verse 20
· Very truly I tell you, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me.” 
· Here in this simple sentence Jesus is communicating his role as a bridge between The Father and Humanity
· That’s he is the point of connection
· The common denominator
· The significance of this connection stirs Jesus when he thinks of Judas and his betrayal

Verse 21
· After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, “Very truly I tell you, one of you is going to betray me.”
· Jesus was not unfeeling or emotionally detached from the events surrounding His passion. 
· He loved Judas, and was troubled for Judas' sake
· Revealing that he was about to be betrayed is just one more bit of evidence of Jesus supernatural knowledge and power
· Jesus is in control of these events; 
· He is not being taken by surprise.

Verse 22-25
· His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, “Ask him which one he means.” Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?”
· How successful was Judas’ deception that only Jesus knew the truth
· The rest of the disciples had no idea
· Peter's question to John (the disciple whom Jesus loved) may have been prompted by a desire to take preventative action. 
· At the table Peter couldn't discreetly ask Jesus
· so he asked John who was seat closer to Jesus
· At a special ceremonial meal like this they would lay on their stomachs around a U shaped table
· They’d lean on their left elbow while eating with their right hand.
· From that posture it would have been easier and more discreet to whisper to John then to get up and walk over to Jesus.

Verse 26-27
Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. So Jesus told him, “What you are about to do, do quickly.”
· The giving of the dipped bread designated special honor, 
· Like a toast; it was a mark of courtesy, honor and esteem.
· Jesus showed great love to Judas
· Even in the face of betrayal, Jesus offers Judas an out
· Giving him the chance to repent. 
· Had Judas repented, his past intention would have been secret before the disciples.
· Instead of uncovering him announcing “It’s Judas!”
· He loves on him one last time with this toast, this honor.
· Who is this God we serve!
· Such amazing love!
· Earlier at this dinner, the washing of feet displayed a degree of sacrificial love and service not seen before the cross. 
· Now, the giving of the dipped bread to Judas showed the height of love for enemies, not seen before the cross.
· In my opinion, when Jesus says: 
· “What you are about to do, do quickly.”
· He’s giving orders to Satan
· Not giving instructions to his friend
· Just my opinion
· Jesus loves Judas
· Everything in the texts point to his love for Judas

Verses 28-30
· But no one at the meal understood why Jesus said this to him. Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for the festival, or to give something to the poor. As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night.
· Judas departs into the night. 
· It may have been that the events earlier at the dinner made Judas decide that he didn't want anything to do with a foot-washing Messiah
· a Messiah who would perform such a humble act.
· Or that the demonic presence in Judas was obeying God’s command.
· For Judas what began as offence ended in betrayal
· Judas was offended at Mary’s actions
· And Jesus’ defense of her actions
· The fruit of that offence is betrayal
· Betrayal often begins with offense
· Like Adam and Eve with God in the Garden of Eden
· Judas had every opportunity to enjoy friendship with God
· Jesus loved him and loved him and loved him!
· Welcomed into his inner circle
· Gave him access and opportunity that most of us would envy!
· Instead he chose his own was
· And God didn’t violate that freedom of choice
· Judas rejected Jesus
· He had every opportunity to repentance
· And just like Adam and Eve he did not lack a good example.
·  Judas simply chose his own way
· And he chose poorly.

OK, that’s the text, let’s move on to the topic of Betrayal

Betray
According to Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary
Betray is a verb meaning:
· To give information about (a person, group, country, etc.) to an enemy
· To hurt (someone who trusts you, such as a friend or relative) by not giving help or by doing something morally wrong
· To show (something, such as a feeling or desire) without wanting or trying to
· The first two apply to today’s text
· And what all too many of us have experienced

Personal Experience
· Betrayal is the way of the world
· It’s business as usual in the political arena
· It’s common place in many businesses and industries
· I’ve worked union and management
· And seen evil on both sides
· It’s accepted and even expected in some corners of the world
· Unfortunately, the church isn’t immune to betrayal
· “Men never do evil so completely and cheerfully as when they do it from religious conviction.” ~ Blaise (blaze) Pascal
· Anything is justifiable when you can back it up with religious conviction
· Look at Judas, the High Priests or the Pharisees
· No doubt, in the moment, they were convinced of their rightness
· In their minds not only was betrayal an option, it was righteous.
· Some even thought it was the will of God
· Like flying airplanes into buildings

· Have you ever been betrayed?
· I bet that none of us here have completely escaped betrayal’s sting
· How did you deal with it?
· Are you still managing the pain?
· I’m sure some of you are

· Braveheart
· My all-time favorite movie
· It inspires me to dare greatly as a leader
· In one of the movie’s more powerful scenes Robert the Bruce betrays William Wallace
· No enemy was able to take Wallace out
· Not even an arrow to the chest
· But the betrayal of a trusted friend crushed his spirit
· After this, the scene goes to Robert the Bruce lamenting to his leprosy laden and cloistered father, regretting his actions…

· I quote from the movie:
· Robert the Bruce: Lands, titles, men, power, nothing.
· Robert's Father: Nothing?
· Robert the Bruce: I have nothing. Men fight for me because if they do not, I throw them off my land and I starve their wives and their children. Those men who bled the ground red at Falkirk, they fought for William Wallace, and he fights for something that I never had. And I took it from him, when I betrayed him. I saw it in his face on the battlefield and it's tearing me apart.
· Robert's Father: All men betray. All lose heart.
· Robert the Bruce: I don't want to lose heart. I want to believe as he does.
· Both William Wallace and Robert the Bruce lost heart
· One because he was betrayed
· The other because he was the betrayer
· I don’t want to lose heart
· How about you?

TZ story
· JPJ and Tattoos
· I didn’t handle it well
·  I was crushed
· I was very angry
· Then God spoke to me in a dream
· God has a way even when we can’t see it

What can we learn about responding to betrayal from Jesus in John 13?
· How does Jesus deal with it here in John 13?
· Most of us experience betrayal unaware
· We’re blindsided
· Caught completely off guard
· The knife get’s plunged in our backs and we never see it coming.
· But Jesus knew
· He could have stopped it
· But he didn’t
· Instead He:
· Took the hit
· Felt the feelings
· And then went forward with his life’s purpose 
· Maybe there’s a clue here for us

Betrayal Quotes
· The saddest thing about betrayal is that it never comes from an enemy… it comes from friend and loved ones.” ~ Ash Sweeney 
· Those closest to me have plunged the knife in the deepest
· If they weren’t close, I wouldn’t care
· If they weren’t close, they never would have acess to my heart.

· We have to distrust each other. It is our only defense against betrayal. ~ Tennessee Williams
· Here in lies our problem
· And where we need to be healed and set free
· Where there’s no trust, there’s no relationship
· And we were created for relationship
· It’s the Divine design
· And destroying trust has been the enemy’s objective since the very beginning

Let’s Pray
· Corporate prayer before Ministry Time
· Lord, helps us to…
· Take the hit
· Feel the feelings
· And then went forward with our life’s purpose 

· Lord, bind up our broken heart and set us free


Ministry Time
· If you’re still carry a wound from betrayal
· Please come forward
· I want to pray for you today
· If you’re the betrayer and need ministry 
· Please come forward
· The love of God is here waiting for you
· If you have any need at all today and you want prayer
· Please come forward as the worship team plays a final song
