The Gospel of John 1:35-51

Introduction
· Open Bibles to John 1:35
· Continuing my series on The Gospel of John
· Today we’ll pick up at verse 35
· Read and Pray: John 1:35-51
35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”
37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus 38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?”
They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?”
39 “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.”
So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four in the afternoon.
40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus.
Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter).
43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.”
44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote - Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”
46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked.
“Come and see,” said Philip.
47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.”
48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked.
Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.”
49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.”
50 Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that.” 51 He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on’ the Son of Man.”

Calling of the First Disciple
· John finishes up chapter one with the calling of the first five disciples:
· John, Andrew, Peter, Phillip and Nathanael 
· Let’s walk through these verses one bite at a time

Verse 35-36
· 35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”
· Look, the Lamb of God! 
· John already said this of Jesus in John 1:29-31
· 29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.”
· I wonder, did John say this every time he saw Jesus? 
· Or was it a prophetic declaration of Jesus' destiny at the cross.


Verse 37
· 37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus
· they followed Jesus: 
· John did not care about gathering disciples after himself. 
· He was perfectly satisfied to have these disciples leave his circle and follow Jesus. 
· It fulfilled his ministry; it did not take away from it.
· Pastors can learn much from John’s example
· We don’t own or control the people entrusted to our care
· We’re here to point them to Jesus
· As the years go by I see myself less as a behavior modifier and more a match maker
· My highest calling is to help you fall in love with Jesus
· I tell people I want to do five things:
· 1. I want to be a friend of God.
· 2. I want to comprehensively experience God's extravagant love for me.
· 3. I want to love people as extravagantly as I have been loved.
· 4. I want to introduce my extravagantly loving Friend to everyone I know.
· 5. I want to help others experience this ongoing love affair for themselves.
· What do you want to do? 

Verse 38
· 38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?”
· Astonishing
· Jesus’ very first followers approach him and asks them this question:
· What do you want? (NIV)
· What other god asks such questions?
· None!
· There is a principal in theology called: 
· “The Law of First Mention”
· It requires you go to that portion of the Scriptures where a doctrine is mentioned for the first time and to study the first occurrence in order to get the fundamental inherent meaning of that doctrine.
· Here Jesus encounters his first disciple and what happens?
· He asks them what they want.
· Translations:
· AMP: What are you looking for? [And what is it you wish?]
· MESS: “What are you after?”
· NASB & NKJV: “What do you seek?”
· Greek: zēteō (z-a-t-a-o)
· According to Thayer's Greek Lexicon this a verb meaning:
· “to seek in order to find”
· It’s the same word used by Jesus in Luke 11:9-13
· “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.
· What’s the context here?
· “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
· How would you answer Jesus if he asked you that same question?
· How would you respond to the person you suspected was the Messiah?
· John and Andrew responded with a question of their own: 
· “Where are you staying”
· I wonder if this was a “hummana-hummana-hummana” moment.
· Uh, uh, uh – is he’s talking to us?

Verse 39
· In verse 39 Jesus responds by saying:
· 39 “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.”
· Come and see: 
· In other words Jesus invited John and Andrew to be a part of His life. 
· Take note, Jesus didn't life a cloistered, ultra-private life. 
· Jesus taught and discipled others by allowing them to live with Him.
· Jesus was relational
· Jesus IS relational
· For Jesus evangelism and discipleship was relational
· That should tell us something
· Not institutional
· Not systematic
· Friendship
· Verse 39 goes on to say:
· So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. 
· This is what new friends do when they’re getting to know one another
· Jesus encounters what would prove to be his very first disciple and what does he do with them?
· He ask THEM what THEY want
· And he invites them into friendship
· Astonishing – we have an astonishing God!
· Verse 39 ends with this statement:
· It was about four in the afternoon.
· I love this
· This was such a memorable occasion for the gospel writer that he remembered the exact hour that he met Jesus. 
· This is also a subtle clue that one of the two disciples who came to Jesus from John was indeed the apostle John himself.
· I remember the day I gave my life to Christ
· 9:30 PM, Thursday, July 1, 1976

Verse 40-42
· So after spending the day with Jesus what’s the first thing Andrew does?
· He tells his brother
· 40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus.
· Hey if you find a good restaurant what do you do? You tell your friends.
· You see a great movie – you tell your friends
· Here you have a first century Hebrew who believes he’s just met their long awaited Messiah
· I can only imagine the passion and zeal that must have erupted out of Andrew
· He’s thinking to himself – I have got to tell Peter about this guy!!
· This is Andrew’s testimony about who Jesus is. 
· He knows that he knows that Jesus is the Messiah.
· And that’s what he tells his brother: “We have found the Messiah”
· Verse 42 goes on to say:
· Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter).
· Now, you don’t have to agree with me on this but…
· I think this is prophetic revelation
· “Looked” from the Greek root word “Blepo” meaning to perceive with the senses.
· The same meaning is found in John 5:19 when Jesus says:
·  “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.
· I think Jesus “looked” and saw into Simon and prophesied destiny over him.
· You are a rock
· For all his faults Peter fulfills his destiny in the end
· Walking on water – almost
· Cutting off the servants ear
· Denying he even knew Christ
· But on the day of Pentecost who was the man?
· At the birth of “The Church” who was the man that day – Peter
· There are different applications but in Matthew 16:18 Jesus does say:
· “And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.”
· In light of Pentecost, I’m saying Jesus gave Peter an accurate prophetic word at their first meeting.
· Then we see the very same process play out with Phillip and Nathanael
· Jesus does the very same thing to Nathanael that he does with Peter
· Let’s look at it

Verse 43-44
· 43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida.
· Follow Me: 
· There is nothing dramatic recorded about the call of Philip. Jesus simply says "Follow Me," and Philip does.
· Phillip’s reaction is the same as Andrew
· He has to tell someone about it!

Verse 45
· 45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote - Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
· This is Philip's testimony as a witness of Jesus Christ. 
· He declares that He is the Messiah and Savior predicted in the Old Testament law and prophets.

Verse 46
· 46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. “Come and see,” said Philip.
· Nathanael has a strong reaction
· He obviously has some issues with the people from Nazareth
· It’s kind of like the way people from NY feel about people from NJ
· New Jersey? What are you kidding me? Hey, forgetaboutit! 
· Phillip wisely steps past it and simply offers: Come and see: 
· Then Jesus rocks Nathanael’s world
Verse 47-49
· 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.”
48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked.
Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.”
49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.”
· Again, prophetic revelation at work
· Jesus “saw” him
· It’s possible that Nathanael liked to pray and meditate on the things of the Lord under the shade of an actual fig tree. 
· And in a vision Jesus saw him
· It’s interesting to note that the term:
· “Under the fig tree” was a phrase used by Rabbis to describe meditation on the Scriptures. 
· So maybe Nathanael was spending time with the Lord, meditating on the Scriptures and Jesus tells him "I saw you" there.
· Or maybe he was just hanging out under the shade of a fig tree
· Either way – Jesus rocks his world.
· We can tell from his reaction in verse 49
· 49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.”
Verses 50-51
· We finish up chapter 1 with verses 50-51
· 50 Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that.” 51 He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on’ the Son of Man.”
· Jesus promises Nathanael that he will see even greater signs.
· But what does He mean by the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man?
· This probably connects with the dream of Jacob in Genesis 28:12, where Jacob saw a ladder from earth to heaven, and the angels ascending and descending upon it. 
· I believe that Jesus is saying that He is the ladder
· That the link, between heaven and earth. 
· The way, the door, the portal
· The only mediator between God and man
· This seems like rather obscure reference, but it was extremely meaningful to Nathanael. 
· I wonder, could it be that this the very portion of Scripture Nathaniel meditated on under that fig tree?

A Comment About the Title “Son of Man”:
· Of the title “Son of Man” Commentator David Guzik writes:
· “The idea behind this phrase is not "the perfect man" or "the ideal man" or "the common man." Instead, it is a reference to Daniel 7:13-14, where the King of Glory coming to judge the world is called the Son of Man. Jesus used this title often because in His day, it was a Messianic title free from political and nationalistic sentiment. When a Jewish person of that time heard "King" or "Christ" they often thought of a political or military savior. Jesus emphasized another term, often calling Himself the Son of Man.”

Four Ways and Five Witnesses
· This section of John shows us four different ways that people come to Jesus:
· Andrew & John came to Jesus because of the preaching of John the Baptist.
· Peter came to Jesus on the word of his brother.
· Phillip came to Jesus as a result of the direct call: 
· Jesus said “follow me”
· Nathaniel came to Jesus in spite of his personal prejudices by a supernatural encounter with Jesus.
· And these are not the only ways
· It’s not cookie cutter
· Our study so far into The Gospel of John shows us five different witnesses testifying to the identity of Jesus. 
· How much more testimony does anyone need?
· John the Baptist testified that Jesus is eternal, that He is the one anointed with the Holy Spirit, that He is the Lamb of God, and that he, Jesus is the Son of God.
· Andrew testified that Jesus is the Messiah, the Christ.
· Phillip testified that Jesus is the One prophesied of in the Old Testament.
· Nathaniel testified that Jesus is the Son of God and the King of Israel.
· The Father testifies that: “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”
· That’s from Matthew 3:17

Final Thoughts 
· What I love about this study so far is how it emphasizes both the relational and supernatural aspects of Jesus’ life
· Relational
· His relationship with The Father and the Spirit in the Trinity
· And His relationship with his disciples
· Guys - we serve a relational God
· Truly, there is none like him
· Supernatural
· The audible voice of God
· The Spirit falling like a dove
· John the Baptist’s revelatory gifts in recognizing Jesus
· Jesus’ revelatory gifts with Peter and Nathanael
· The promises of greater things including angelic activity.
· We have a wonder-filled and an awe-inspiring God
· Amazing – there is so much more to this spiritual life.

Ministry Time
· Who needs prayer today?
