The Gospel of John 10:22-42

Introduction:
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· Working our way through The Gospel of John
· Today we’ll finish up John 10
· Vineyard Pastor Retreat: Thursday through Saturday
· Andrew and Shirley Bryce
· David and Anita Ruis, New National Leaders
· Updates and Highlights…
· Read and Pray John 10:22-42

22 Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was in the temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The Jews who were there gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”
25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name testify about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”
31 Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him, 32 but Jesus said to them, “I have shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?”
33 “We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God.”
34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I have said you are “gods”’? 35 If he called them ‘gods,’ to whom the word of God came - and Scripture cannot be set aside - 36 what about the one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? 37 Do not believe me unless I do the works of my Father. 38 But if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father.” 39 Again they tried to seize him, but he escaped their grasp.
40 Then Jesus went back across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing in the early days. There he stayed, 41 and many people came to him. They said, “Though John never performed a sign, all that John said about this man was true.” 42 And in that place many believed in Jesus.
· Note: 
· David Guzik’s Commentary on John’s Gospel
· And the IVP (Inter Varsity Press) New testament Commentary on John 10
· Both were extremely helpful in the preparation of today’s message.
· So here at the end of John 10 come to the climax of Jesus' public ministry. 
· In a sense his ministry remains public until chapter 13, 
· But this encounter is the last public teaching before the triumphal entry into Jerusalem, 
· Which is the beginning of his Passion
· Here he speaks as clearly as possible about himself and his opponents. 
· This exchange is his last effort to get them to understand who he is. 
· Later, when they try to raise the issue again he simply calls upon them to respond to the light he has already given them. 
· We’ll get to that soon enough in Chapter 12 verses 34-36

Verse 22 
· Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter
· The Feast of Dedication: 
· This is about two months after the Feast of Tabernacles.
· Most of us know this feast as Hanukkah
· It celebrated the cleansing and re-dedication of the temple after three years of desecration by the king of Syria
· Which took place in 164 B.C., the time of the Maccabees
· At that time the Jews were forbidden to practice their religion and were being forced to worship Zeus. 
· The King had an altar set up in the temple in Jerusalem and pagan sacrifices were offered on it
· This led to what is known as the Maccabean Revolt in 167 B.C.
· The revolt was initiated by a priest named Mattathias and then carried on under the leadership of his son Judas, known as Maccabeus, "the hammer" 
· The revolt was successful
· The temple was restored and rededicated, with proper sacrifice once again being offered 
· In 164 B.C. an eight-day feast was held and has continued each year from that time
· That feast is known today as Hanukkah. 
· A hallmark of the festival is the lighting of lamps and a sense of great joy.

Verses 23-24
· 23 and Jesus was in the temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The Jews who were there gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”
· Solomon’s Colonnade
· This is the portico built by Solomon in the eastern part of the temple.
· It was left undamaged when the Babylonians destroyed the rest of the temple in 587 BC
· It remained down to the time of King Agrippa.
· The care of the temple was entrusted to Agrippa by the emperor Claudius
· Because of it’s historical value, Claudius didn’t want it demolished and rebuilt
· So they left it be
· Solomon's Colonnade was an open, roofed 45-foot walkway with double columns that were 38 feet tall. 
· It was situated along the east side of the Court of Gentiles 
· And although it was part of the temple complex…
· it was not considered to be part of the actual temple proper
· As evidenced by the fact that Gentiles were not allowed into the temple but they could be present in Solomon's Colonnade
· Tell us plainly
· Jesus has communicated plainly and repeatedly that he is indeed the Messiah
· These Jewish leaders are the epitome of Ezekiel 12:1-2
· The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “Son of man, you are living among a rebellious people. They have eyes to see but do not see and ears to hear but do not hear, for they are a rebellious people.
· So far in John’s Gospel alone Jesus clearly states
· First to the Samaritan Woman’s question concerning the Messiah in John 4 
· Jesus answers – “I am he” in verse 26
· And he tells the Jews
· I am the bread of life in John 5:36
· I am the light of the world in John 8:12
· I am the gate in John 10:9
· And I am the Good Shepherd in John 10:11
· They could not understand because their assumptions concerning the Messiah blinded their eyes and dulled their hearing
· But now, right next to the temple, at a feast commemorating the rededication of the temple, Jesus gives his clearest teaching about his own identity. 
· It is this identity that is the grounds for his replacement of the temple as the place where forgiveness of sins is available and where God is to be met. 
· Here Jesus clearly spells out the separation between himself and the Jewish leaders.

Verses 25-29
· 25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name testify about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.

· The works I do in my Father’s name testify about me: 
· The works Jesus did communicated that He was from God, 
· And that He was true to His word.
· The Jewish leaders are tired of the figures of speech
· Jesus hasn't said simply, "I am the Messiah." To the Jews
· Though he did to the Samaritan Woman
· But he can honestly reply, I did tell you in verse 25
· Because if you put Jesus’ words and deeds together, the message is plain. 
· The problem lies not in his lack of clarity, 
· but in their lack of trust
· Because they are not his sheep, verse 26 
· And let’s be honest, they’re asking not so they can follow Jesus as their long awaited Messiah
· But so they can justify their desire to kill him
· you do not believe because you are not my sheep: 
· Their lack of belief betrays the fact that they are not the sheep of Jesus.
· Benefits of being Jesus’ sheep
· After saying that these Jewish leaders are not his sheep Jesus describes some of the blessings of those who are his sheep. 
· He repeats his earlier teaching that each of his sheep:
· Hear his voice:
· Are known by him: 
· And follow him: 
· Verse 27 here
· Verses 3, 4, 14, and 16 earlier in chapter 10
· And have eternal life: 
· Verse 28 here
· And verses 9-10 earlier in chapter 10
· But here Jesus adds a profound statement
· A dramatic emphasis on the security of his sheep in verse 28:
· no one will snatch them out of my hand 
· In the light of the danger to the sheep from thieves, robbers and wolves this comes as a great comfort. 
· The security of the sheep rests on the shepherd, not on the sheep.
· Jesus in indeed The Good Shepherd!
· Jesus' reference to himself as the one able to protect his flock from all dangers is yet another aspect of the incredible claims he is making in this chapter. 
· But as always, Jesus is not acting on his own apart from the Father: 
· My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.  Verse 29
· Again Jesus honors the Father, 
· We as Jesus’ sheep are safe in his hands and in the Father’s hands.
· Could we be any more secure?

Verses 30-33
· Jesus declares His unity with the Father.
· 30 I and the Father are one.”
31 Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him, 32 but Jesus said to them, “I have shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?”
33 “We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God.”
· This is an important statement regarding the deity of Jesus and the nature of the godhead. 
· I and the Father are one: 
· There is an eternal unity and oneness that has existed since before creation
· A divine community or love and intimate relationship between the Father Son and Spirit
· And we’re invited in
· Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him: 
· The Jews asked for clarity
· Jesus gave it to them
· He told them plainly that he was the Son of God, one with the Father
· And they didn’t like what they heard
· They were offended to the point of murder
· Why?
· Because it wasn’t what they expected
· Jesus didn’t fit in their Messiah box
· So, they called the manifest presence of God almighty blasphemy
· The same problem the Pharisees had with the manifest presence of God in Jesus…
· Present day Pharisees have with the manifest presence of God in the Holy Spirit
· The Holy Spirit doesn’t fit their God box either
· Some have tried to lessen the power of Jesus’ statement I and the Father are one by claiming it only refers to a unity of purpose and will, but not of essence
· Yet how could a statement like that be considered blasphemy by the Jews who heard Jesus say these words?
· You’d expect any religious leader would be aligned with the purpose and will of their God
· Jesus refereed to oneness with the very essence of God, they knew it and they hated him for it
· Their move to stone Jesus is the proof
· Jesus wants us to be one as He and the Father are one.
· John 17:10-11 
· All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one.
· John 17:20-21 
· “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
· Such oneness cannot exist without an equality of essence, 
· And all believers have this equality even as the Father and Son have this equality.
· Galatians 3:26-28, 
· So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
· So, what if the Christian life isn’t about dos and don’ts, rules and regulations, attendance and tithing?
· What if it’s all about oneness with God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit?
· What if it all really is about relationship?

Verses 34-39
· Jesus reasons with them on the basis of Scripture (quoting from Psalm 82 and His works.
· 34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I have said you are “gods”’? 35 If he called them ‘gods,’ to whom the word of God came - and Scripture cannot be set aside - 36 what about the one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? 37 Do not believe me unless I do the works of my Father. 38 But if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father.” 39 Again they tried to seize him, but he escaped their grasp.
· This really is a most amazing scene. 
· They are standing there with stones and are ready to kill Jesus, 
· And he calmly tries to help them see their error. 
· Here is sovereign calmness that comes from being centered in God's will, the will of the Father who is greater than all. 
· And by continuing to try to help them come to faith even as they are seeking to stone him Jesus manifests amazing grace. 
· He is graciously calling them to reconsider, for they know not what they do. 
· These men are seeking to kill the one who is offering them life
· Offering it to them even in the midst of their attack against him. 
· The glory of God, which is his grace, continues to shine brightly at this point.
· Is it not written in your law, "I said, 'You are gods 
· The judges of Psalm 82 were called "gods" because in their office they determined the fate of other men. 
· Also, in Exodus 21:6 and 22:8-9, God calls earthly judges "gods."
· Jesus is saying "If God gives these unjust judges the title 'gods' because of their office, why do you consider it blasphemy that I call Myself the 'Son of God' in light of the testimony of Me and My works?"
· Jesus is not taking the statement "you are gods" in Psalm 82 and applying it to all humanity, or to all believers. 
· The use of the term gods in Psalm 82 was a metaphor
· Jesus is using it here to expose both the ignorance and inconsistency of His accusers.

Verses 40-42
· Many believe on Jesus.
· 40 Then Jesus went back across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing in the early days. There he stayed, 41 and many people came to him. They said, “Though John never performed a sign, all that John said about this man was true.” 42 And in that place many believed in Jesus.
· Despite the considerable religious, social and political influence of the Pharisees…
· Pharisees who were blind, as shown in John 9
· Pharisees who were bad shepherds, as shown in John 10
· Many people still came to Jesus. 
· God's work goes on, despite the opposition of man.
· God’s work always goes on

Monday Morning Take Away
· As I said earlier…
· What if the Christian life isn’t about dos and don’ts, rules and regulations, attendance and tithing?
· What if it’s all about oneness with God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit?
· What if it all really is about relationship?
· Think about the healthiest relationship you’ve ever had
· What made it healthy
· Honesty, authenticity, quality time, fun, intimacy
· Find creative ways to do that with God this week
· Start anywhere and cultivate friendship
· Talk, listen, talk some more, listen again

Let’s Pray
· Father make us one  with you and Jesus
· Lord, give us the Holy Spirit 
· Change our thinking from performance of religious duties to intimate relationship with you
· Take us from here to there

