Holding Ground or Taking Ground?
I Intro

1.  Open Bibles to Matthew 9:1-37
2.  February 11

A.  Thank you for praying

B.  God is very kind and gracious to me

a.  He is showing me things again

b.  It seems to be following a similar pattern to 2008 and 2009

i.  If that is so I anticipate another 40 day journey
ii.  Please continue to pray

C.  So far 

a.  The Lord has been ministering to me personally and

b.  Teaching me about truth, love and faith

c.  Truth, Wisdom & Revelation:

i.  I can see truth reaching her fingers into my mind, she’s removing small dark slivers, they look like splinters or thorns. Revelation whispers in my right ear “these are the words of men” Wisdom adds “lies that have taken root and now hinder your ability to hear, see and know the truth.” Truth says “They have remained here much too long; I have wanted to get rid of these for a long time.” Some of the roots go deep; I feel the pull all the way down to my heart. How could such a small splinter have such a deep root? With each root released I see a flash, a burst of white light in my eyes. Pop, pop, pop, like flash bulbs. Truth speaks “Specks become logs like sparks become wildfires. Fear not, truth will set you free and your mind will be renewed with the washing of the word.” Water flows from the tips of Truth’s fingers cleaning and cleansing all the way down to my heart. It feels so good, so freeing. 
d.  Love said to me:
i.  I find myself cradled in the arms of Love. With her right hand she cresses the top of my head and speaks tenderly to me. “What the enemy meant for evil I have meant for good.”  (This feels so good, I could stay here forever!) I can feel healing flow from Love’s hand; it’s absorbed into my mind, down to my heart. With her left hand Love touched my heart, my throat (voice box) and my lips. I feel warmth and see sparkling light enter me each place I’m touched. Love reaches up, places her thumb on my left eye and index finger on my right and gently removes a thick, hard brown crusty coating from my eyes. Each had but a tiny pin hole to see through. I hear Love say “You won’t be needing these any longer.” …Love sits me up, squares my shoulders to hers, looks me in the eyes and says “Things change now, you’ll see with much greater clarity and with fuller understanding. She leans forward, kisses my forehead and with that the vision ends. 

e.  Faith said to me:

i.  Faith was simple, it was like a walk in the park, that peace was the evidence of faith and faith was fun, like children playing fun.

f.  Spirit of Counsel this morning.
g.  I’m sure I’ll share more soon, I’m still processing

3.  Read & Pray

A.  I’m going to read the whole chapter, it’s only 37 verses 

a.  Please bear with me, it’s worth it

Jesus Heals a Paralytic

 1Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and came to his own town. 2Some men brought to him a paralytic, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven."

 3At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, "This fellow is blaspheming!"

 4Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, "Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? 5Which is easier: to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up and walk'? 6But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins...." Then he said to the paralytic, "Get up, take your mat and go home." 7And the man got up and went home. 8When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe; and they praised God, who had given such authority to men.

The Calling of Matthew

 9As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector's booth. "Follow me," he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.

 10While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew's house, many tax collectors and "sinners" came and ate with him and his disciples. 11When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 'sinners'?"

 12On hearing this, Jesus said, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13But go and learn what this means: 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners."

Jesus Questioned About Fasting

 14Then John's disciples came and asked him, "How is it that we and the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?"

 15Jesus answered, "How can the guests of the bridegroom mourn while he is with them? The time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them; then they will fast.

 16"No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the patch will pull away from the garment, making the tear worse. 17Neither do men pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the skins will burst, the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved."

A Dead Girl and a Sick Woman

 18While he was saying this, a ruler came and knelt before him and said, "My daughter has just died. But come and put your hand on her, and she will live." 19Jesus got up and went with him, and so did his disciples.

 20Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak. 21She said to herself, "If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed."

 22Jesus turned and saw her. "Take heart, daughter," he said, "your faith has healed you." And the woman was healed from that moment.

 23When Jesus entered the ruler's house and saw the flute players and the noisy crowd, 24he said, "Go away. The girl is not dead but asleep." But they laughed at him. 25After the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got up. 26News of this spread through all that region.

Jesus Heals the Blind and Mute

 27As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, calling out, "Have mercy on us, Son of David!"

 28When he had gone indoors, the blind men came to him, and he asked them, "Do you believe that I am able to do this?" 
      "Yes, Lord," they replied.

 29Then he touched their eyes and said, "According to your faith will it be done to you"; 30and their sight was restored. Jesus warned them sternly, "See that no one knows about this." 31But they went out and spread the news about him all over that region.

 32While they were going out, a man who was demon-possessed and could not talk was brought to Jesus. 33And when the demon was driven out, the man who had been mute spoke. The crowd was amazed and said, "Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel."

 34But the Pharisees said, "It is by the prince of demons that he drives out demons."

The Workers Are Few

 35Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field."

4.  Matthew 9

A.  In Chapter 9 Jesus…

a.  Heals a paralytic after a boat trip

b.  Has a theological debate with the teachers of the law over his methodology of healing

i.  Forgiving sins

c.  Calls Matthew, eats dinner at Matthew’s house with all his “sinner” friends and has another theological debate over his actions

i.  Ending with “For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners."
d.  Raises Jairus’ Daughter from the dead
e.  Heal the woman with the issue of blood

f.  Heals two blind men

g.  Delivers a demonized mute and heals him too

h.  Chapter 9 ends telling us that 

i.  35Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 
ii.  Jesus announcing that the harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. (37)
B.  In the middle of this (verses 14-17)

a.  Jesus has a discussion with John the Baptist’s disciples concerning fasting

i.  Maybe they wondered why Jesus’ crew could enjoy the feast at Matthew’s house and they couldn’t?

b.  In the midst of all Jesus did in Matthew chapter 9 he says this…

i.  16"No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the patch will pull away from the garment, making the tear worse. 17Neither do men pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the skins will burst, the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved."

c.  Could it be that Jesus was modeling the new wineskin and the new wine by his actions?

5.  Recent messages

A.  UnChristian Series

B.  Why Church Group Discussion

C.  The Great Emergence video by Phyllis Tickle

6.  Activities

A.  Streams Courses

B.  Book Clubs

C.  Guest Speakers

D.  Prophetic Evangelism Workshop

7.  Have you recognized a theme?

A.  I lead with a decidedly outward focus

B.  And I’ve structured training from that perspective

a.  I know it’s difficult for some of you

b.  I’d like to talk about why today, explain why it’s so difficult
8.  Facebook Status Wednesday

A.  Snow day

a.  Thinking… 
i.  There's a difference between holding ground and taking ground. Between being home and being on the frontlines of the battle. Hmmm.. Thinking

9.  What I’ve been reading…
A.  Posted a Don Williams Article on my blog “Emancipation of the Freed”
a.  Radically Rethinking Church with Alan Hirsch

i.  Don Williams: Ph.D., Columbia University & Union Theological Seminary: Pastor emeritus and founder of Coast Vineyard in La Jolla, CA
ii.  Rocked my world back in 1985, Ashland, OH

iii.  Cool website: www.kingdomrain.net
b.  Alan Hirsch: Author multiple books, leader and an out of the box thinker

i.  Cool website too: www.theforgottenways.org
c.  This article struck a chord with me

i.  Resonated with the question I posted on Facebook

· Are we holding ground or taking ground?

B.  Another excellent article
a.  kenwilsononline.com

i.   “Advice to young pastors: the ground is shifting beneath your feet”

b.  Change is at hand, it’s “The Great Emergence”

C.  Here’s a quote from the Don Williams post

a.  There must be a fundamental return to the New Testament church and a consequent change in priorities. This begins with the surrender of the traditional church model, which is: Christology produces ecclesiology, which produces missiology (Or Christ comes and builds his church which then moves out in mission.). The New Testament church model must replace this: Christology produces missiology, which produces ecclesiology (Or Christ comes and moves out in mission which then creates communities to serve that mission). This produces church structures, which are flexible, organic, relative and accommodating to the changing cultural context of mission. The missional church forms communities within the social fabric of those it is trying to reach, which are relative to that fabric.

D.  Two models described here

a.  Jesus builds his church and then it moves out in mission… or

b.  Jesus sends on a mission and community is created to serve that mission

i.  I fear we has created communities (churches) that are self sustaining only

E.  Mission, hmmm…

a.  We all know Proverbs 29:11

i.  “Where there is no vision the people perish”

ii.  Some translations say “prophetic vision” or “revelation”

iii.  It’s speaking of Divine Direction
· In other words a mission or a purpose
II Questions

1.  Honestly, what do you want? 

A.  Do you want a community church with primarily a pastoral emphasis

B.  Or – do you want something else, like a mission?
C.  Do you want to hold ground or take ground?

D.  Would you rather be home or on the frontlines of the battle?

E.  Do you want to be a “come church” or a “go church”?

a.  Do you want to be a 
i.  “come and join us” church - or a 
ii.  “go into all the world and make disciple” church?

2.  We can hold on to what we have or in faith reach for the new

A.  God is going a new thing

B.  He’s pouring out new wine, can our skins contain it?

a.  Or are we content with the old wine?

C.  Is it OK to resist the new and stick with the old?
a.  In Luke 5:39 Jesus says

i.  “And no one after drinking old wine wants the new, for he says, the old is better.”

ii.  There is a very real appeal to the old wine

· It refined, matured, settled

· You’re accustomed to the taste

D.  Yes, but remember this:

a.  When you choose for one thing you choose again another.

E.  I walk in primarily two gifting: pastoral and prophetic

a.  Which means; I can see the new and feel your pain trying to let go of the old.

b.  It also means I can see the new and lead you into it – if you want to go.

3.  In my heart I believe that God is indeed doing a new thing

A.  I don’t know exactly what it looks like

a.  It’s an adventure

b.  It’s a mystery in many ways

c.  I know it’s not what we had in our yesterdays and I know its not this, it’s new

B.  John Paul Jackson Quotes from ABC Conference last month (Emergence Churches)
a.  "Emergence: from chaos God's plan will be revealed."

b.  "Is there a place in scripture where God promises that he is going to do a new thing that chaos does not occur before the new thing?" 

c.  "God doing a new thing is God annihilating and replacing the old thing."

d.  "Chaos is needed when tradition becomes equal to scripture."

e.  "Men who lose their passion will allow administration to rule."

f.  "Men without passion who are ruled by administration will try to administrate those with passion." 

g.  "We will not be shackled by tradition." 

h.  Change is life"

C.  I want to lead you into that new thing

a.  But I don’t want to drag you kicking and screaming into something you really don’t want.

b.  So… I think this has been in the back of most of your minds

i.  I’d like to ring it to the front of your mind

c.  I believe that The Bridge – Long Island can survive for years as nice community church with a primarily internal focus

i.  Or we can risk, venture forth into the unknown and maybe do something amazing

d.  Process for yourselves, give my questions some serious thought

i.   and then, one way or another let me know what you think, what you want, what you honestly, really want.

ii.  I could ask for a show of hands or even a dialogue now but I think we’d get a less than fully honest response

iii.  Instead think, really think and then get back to me.

III Ministry Time

1.  Come Holy Spirit

