Gifts of the Spirit 6

I Intro
1. Open Bibles to 1 Corinthians 12:4-11

2. Gifts of the Spirit 1& 2 
A. Laid a foundation for the series
a. The gifts of the spirit are of course biblical
b. The gifts are for the common good
c. The gifts are for today

3. Gifts of the Spirit 3, 4 & 5
A. We looked at the Gifts of Discernment: The Eyes of God
B. The Word of Wisdom, Word of Knowledge and Discernment of Spirits
C. For each we:
a. Defined the Gift
b. Explained its purpose?
c. How does it work?
d. And offer some biblical examples for each
D. Last week: Discernment of Spirits
a. Discernment of Spirits is spiritual insight to confidently distinguish between human, demonic or divine activity.
b. John Arnott TACF example:
i. Four people on the floor shaking
· One’s being healed physically
· Another’s being healed emotionally
· The next one is manifesting a demon
· And the last guy is mimicking the others because he does want to be left out.
c. Biblical Examples
i. Jesus knowing Nathaniel’s nature in John 1
ii. Samuel choosing a king in 1 Samuel 16
iii. Peter knowing that Jesus is the Messiah in Matthew 16
iv. Jesus knowing the source of Peter’s rebuke in Matthew 16
v. Paul casting a demon out of a slave girl in Acts 16
E. The entire series is available free online.
a. The church website
b. My personal website
c. Podcast via iTunes

4. Today we’ll begin looking at the Gifts of Power: The Hand of God
A. Faith, Healing and Miracles
B. We’ll start with the Gift of Faith and once again we will
a. We’ll define it
b. Explain its purpose
c. How it works
d. Offer some biblical examples
e. We’ll end with a ministry time – Doin’ the Stuff

5. Read and pray 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
A. 4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons 7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.

B. I’m preaching this series for two main reasons?
a. To help foster healthier, better and more intimate communication between you and God.
b. And by that help you do what God has called you to do more effectively.

6. Four Categories of Gifting
A. We’re breaking the gifts into four categories utilizing the metaphoric language of the physical body
a. Gifts of Discernment: The Eyes of God
i. Wisdom, knowledge and discernment
b. Gifts of Power: The Hand of God
i. Faith, Healing and Miracles
c. Gifts of Speech: The Mouth of God
i. Prophecy, Tongues and Interpretation of Tongues
d. Gifts of Passion: The Heart of God
i. Mercy (compassion), Encouragement and Helps (service)
B. Today we begin looking at the Gifts of Power Section
a. The Hand of God
i. Faith, Healing and Miracles

7. Concerning Gifts of Power: The Hand of God
A. “Where the Gifts of Discernment have to do with spiritual insight or seeing God’s perspective, the Gifts of Power have to do with the Power of God.
a. Faith, healing and miracles are Gifts of the Spirit in which the supernatural power of God is seen.
B. These gifts are acts of God.
a. They are the divine power of God working through an individual to accomplish a particular result
C. There is significant overlap or interrelationship between these three gifts: faith, healing and miracles.
a. They work in concert together in a similar fashion to wisdom, knowledge and discernment.
D. Today we’ll look at the Gift of Faith


II Define The Gift of Faith
1. The Gift of Faith is: 
A. A supernatural surge of confidence from the Spirit of God.
a. The Gift of Faith arises in a person faced with a specific situation or need.
B. That person receives from the Holy Spirit a trans-rational certainty and assurance that God is about to act.
a. It’s a confident certainty beyond human logic or reason

2. The Gift of Faith is:
A. The special ability that God gives to certain members of the body of Christ to discern with extraordinary confidence the will and purpose of God for his works.
B. It is both
a. The irresistible knowledge that God’s intervention is certain
b. And…  the authority to realize God’s intervention through the power of the Holy Spirit.
C. The Gift of Faith is mountain moving faith

3. There are Four Kinds of Faith in the New Testament.
A. There is faith which is a creed - the doctrine we profess to believe 
a. For example Ephesians 4:11-13
i.  11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”
B. There is faith which is the basic trust which one has in God for salvation
a. For example Ephesians 2:8-9
i. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.
b. ABC’s of Faith:
i. Faith is An Action
ii. Based upon a Belief
iii. Sustained by Confidence
c. In other words - Trust
i. This is trust type faith
ii. It’s Relational
d. Hebrews 11:1-3
i. Now faith (trust) is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 2 This is what the ancients were commended for. 3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.
e. Hebrews 11:6
i. And without faith (trust) it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
C. There is faith which is a fruit of the Spirit
a. A loyalty which is produced by the Holy Spirit and cultivated by the believer
i. The fruit of the Spirit: faithfulness
ii. Also relational
b. Galatians 5: 22-23
i. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 
D. And there is a faith which is a gift of the Spirit
a. This is a mountain-moving surge of faith
i. Both Jesus and Paul referred to this type of faith
b. Jesus in Matthew 17:20
i. “Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.”
c. Jesus in Matthew 21: 21
i. “Truly I tell you, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only can you do what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and it will be done.
d.  Paul in 1 Corinthians 13:1-3
i. If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.
E. This last category is the one which Paul has in mind when he speaks of the gift of faith in our main text from 1 Corinthians 12
a. James also implies this kind of faith in James 5:15
i. And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven.
ii. This kind of faith, like saving faith, is given sovereignly by God. 


III Purpose of The Gift of Faith:
1. The purpose of the Gift of Faith is to move mountains
A. It is to see the impossible realized.

2. The Gift of Faith enables us to believe God in impossible circumstances.
A. It’s the ability to say with extreme confidence regardless of the circumstances: I KNOW this!
a. I know this is… right!
b. I know this is… going to work out!
c. I know this is… the way to go!
d. I know that God is about to do THIS!

3. The Gift of Faith enables us to believe God for:
A. Healing the Sick
B. Miracles
C. Supernatural Provision
D. The Promises of God over our lives fulfilled
E. God for God sized things
F. Something beyond our natural resources or capabilities
G. The Supernatural

IV How does The Gift of Faith work?
1. Let me begin by telling you how the Gift of Faith does not work.
A. Though it can be very exciting when it happens…
a. It’s not produced by hype, flamboyance, or emotions.
B. It’s not something we can work up with great worship, an impassioned plea or loudly quoting scripture. 
C. It’s not positive thinking or a positive attitude
D. It’s not being optimistic.
E. It’s not seeing the glass as half full

2. The Gift of Faith is a Sovereign Anointing
A. It just comes on a person at God’s initiation 
a. It isn’t there and then it is
b. There isn’t confidence for a supernatural manifestation of the Holy Spirit’s power and then there suddenly is.
B. I didn’t know and then I do.
a. I KNOW that I know!

3. Personal Experience
A. I’ve only experienced it a few times
a. And usually in concert with my prophetic gifts
b. Often when I prophecy I couch my remarks based on my level of confidence / faith
c. Then there are other times where it feels like it bubbles up from somewhere deep inside and explodes forth with much more confidence, authority and boldness then I would typically use.
B. Emily “you’re going to fall in love within the next year” story
a. It was Steve’s first day at church

V Biblical Examples of The Gift of Faith
1. David concerning Goliath: 1 Samuel 17
A. Goliath has been taunting King Saul and the Israelite army
a. Every day and night for 40 days
B. Upon hearing Goliath’s taught David says in verse 26
a. “What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and removes this disgrace from Israel? Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God?”
C. David is brought before king Saul and says in verse 32
a. “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him.”
D. Saul’s reply verse 33
a. “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a young man, and he has been a warrior from his youth.”
E. And David says (verses 34-37)	
a. “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35 I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 36 Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 37 The LORD who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.” Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you.”
F. The Rest of the Story (verses 42-50)
a. 42 He looked David over and saw that he was little more than a boy, glowing with health and handsome, and he despised him. 43 He said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 “Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give your flesh to the birds and the wild animals!”
b. 45 David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the LORD will deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. This very day I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47 All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.”
c. 48 As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him.49 Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell face down on the ground.
d. 50 So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand he struck down the Philistine and killed him.
G. David had the Gift of Faith
a. A supernatural confidence in God to defeat this gigantic, experience, well equipped warrior.

2. Jesus sleeping in the boat: Mark 4:35-41
A. 35 That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.”36 Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. 37 A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 38 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” 39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was completely calm. 40 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” 41 They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!”
B. The Gift of Faith can
a. Rest amid the storm
b. Or calm the storm with three little words
c. Jesus said they were going to the other side
i. On, under or over the water they were getting there
ii. Because Jesus said so.

3. The Faith of the Centurion: Luke 7:1-10
A. When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people who were listening, he entered Capernaum.2 There a centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. 3 The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his servant. 4 When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, “This man deserves to have you do this, 5 because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue.” 6 So Jesus went with them. He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: “Lord, don’t trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. 7 That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8 For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” 10 Then the men who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well.
B. The Centurion impressed Jesus
a. He had the Gift of Faith
i. He had the supernatural assurance that Jesus’ word was as powerful as his touch.

4. Peter Acts 3:1-8
A. One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at three in the afternoon. 2 Now a man who was lame from birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts. 3 When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money. 4 Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, “Look at us!” 5 So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them. 6 Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” 7 Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man’s feet and ankles became strong. 8 He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God.
B. With a word of command
a. “Look at us!” – explanation point
i. Sounds like that bubble up experience I described earlier
b. The lame walk.

5. The Gift of Faith can move mountains
A. It can Defeat Giants
B. Calm storms
C. The heal the sick, even at a distance and with just a word
D. And with the Gift of Faith the lame can walk again

6. Next Week: 
A. We’ll look at The Gift of Healing


VI Ministry Time
1. I want to add experience to instruction with this series
A. So each week we’ll be making space for the Holy Spirit to minister 
a. If you want to learn how to swim, we have to get in the water

2. Everybody please stand
A. Let’s pray
B. Holy Spirit come and move with your gifts among us
C. Lord give us Words of Knowledge about what you want to do this morning
D. Go where the Holy Spirit leads
E. Ask for words of knowledge


