The Hebrides Revival

Intro
· Open Bibles to Isaiah 44:1-4
· The past few weeks I have been looking at revival
· We have examined the McDonaldite Revival of 1829
· Right here on PEI
· And The Toronto Blessing
· Maybe the greatest revival in Canadian history
· This morning I want to look at another revival
· The Hebrides Revival of 1949-1952
· Let’s begin with scripture and prayer
· Read and Pray: Isaiah 44:1-4
· “But now listen, Jacob, my servant, Israel, whom I have chosen. This is what the Lord says - he who made you, who formed you in the womb, and who will help you: Do not be afraid, Jacob, my servant, Jeshurun, (ya-sha-ruine) whom I have chosen. For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour out my Spirit on your offspring, and my blessing on your descendants. they will spring up like grass in a meadow, like poplar trees by flowing streams."
· Verse 3a KJV
· For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground
· This promise from the Lord became the heart’s cry of the Hebrides revival.
· The Hebrides Revival is considered one of the greatest revivals of all time.

It Began with Prayer
· Following World War II, 
· Spiritual life was waning.
· Then two women began to pray.


· Two Old Ladies
· Peggy Smith 84 and crippled and Christine Smith 82, blind.
· These two dear ladies prayed constantly for revival from their little cottage.
· They lived near Barvas village on the Isle of Lewis, the largest of the Hebrides Islands in the northwest of Scotland. 
· God showed Peggy in a dream that revival was coming. 
· Months later, early one winter morning as the sisters were praying, God gave them and I quote: 
· “An unshakable conviction that revival was near.”
· Peggy exhorted her minister James Murray Mackay to call the church leaders to prayer. 
· Three nights a week the leaders prayed together for months. 
· Peggy and Christine in their cottage
· The church leaders in a local barn.
· One night, kneeling there in the barn, they were crying out to God 
· Praying God’s promises back to God from Isaiah 44:3a
· "I will pour water on him that is thirsty, floods upon the dry ground"
· They were spiritually the thirsty people and their land was spiritually dry ground!
· That’s when a young man, a deacon in the church got up and read Psalm 24:3-6
· Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord? Who may stand in his holy place? The one who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not trust in an idol or swear by a false god. They will receive blessing from the Lord and vindication from God their Savior. Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek your face, God of Jacob.
· When he finished this young deacon challenged the minister and everyone else in the room to repentance.
· Then he lifted his two hands and prayed, "God, are my hands clean? Is my heart pure?” But he got no further. 
· The young man fell to his knees and then fell into a trance.
· And in the words of the minister, James Murray Mackay - at that moment, he and the other church leaders were gripped by the conviction of God.
· When that happened in the barn, the power of God swept into the parish. 
· And an awareness of God gripped the community such as hadn't been seen for over 100 years.
· They were unaware, then they were.

· One article states:
· “The following day, the looms were silent, little work was done on the farms as men and women gave themselves to thinking on eternal things gripped by eternal realities.”
· Guys, I’m convinced that’s the key to revival.
· Not more of God but an increased awareness of His Presence.

· Then one of the sisters had a vision. 
· In the vision she saw the church of her fathers crowded with young people. 
· Packed to the doors, and a strange minister standing in the pulpit. 
· She was so impacted by the vision that she again sent for the parish minister.
· She told him to find a guest speaker for the church



· Man Says No, God Says Yes
· Mackay invited Duncan Campbell to come and lead meetings at the church
·  He replied that he could not come until the following year.
· However, God intervened and changed Duncan’s schedule 
· Within 10 days he was on the island of Lewis. 
· The plan was for 10 days of meetings
· Duncan Campbell would end up staying there for the next two years!
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Show picture of Duncan Campbell with Peggy and Christine Smith

Duncan Campbell Describes what happened when he arrived:
· Let me read it to you in his own words:

I shall never forget the night that I arrived at the piers in the mail steamer. I was standing in the presence of the minister whom I had never seen and two of his elders that I never knew. The minister turned to me and said, "I know Mr. Campbell that you are very tired-you have been traveling all day by train to begin with and then by steamer. And I am sure that you are ready for your supper and ready for your bed. But I wonder if you would be prepared to address a meeting in the parish church at 9 o'clock tonight on our way home. It will be a short meeting and then we will make for the manse and you will get your supper and your bed and rest until tomorrow evening." Well, it will interest you to know that I never got that supper.

We got to the church about quarter to nine to find about 300 people gathered. I would say about 300 people. And I gave an address. Nothing really happened during the service. It was a good meeting. A sense of God, a consciousness of His Spirit moving but nothing beyond that. So I pronounced the benediction and we were leaving the church I would say about a quarter to eleven.

Just as I am walking down the aisle, along with this young deacon who read the Psalm in the barn. He suddenly stood in the aisle and looking up to the heavens he said, "God, You can't fail us. God, You can't fail us. You promised to pour water on the thirsty and floods upon the dry ground! God, You can't fail us!"
Soon He is on his knees in the aisle and he is still praying and then he falls into a trance again. Just then the door opened - it is now eleven o'clock. The door of the church opens and the local blacksmith comes back into the church and says, "Mr. Campbell, something wonderful has happened. Oh, we were praying that God would pour water on the thirsty and floods upon the dry ground and listen, He's done it! He's done it!"

When I went to the door of the church I saw a congregation of approximately 600 people. Six hundred people - where had they come from? What had happened? I believe that that very night God swept in Pentecostal power - the power of the Holy Ghost. And what happened in the early days of the apostles was happening now in the parish of Barvas.

Over 100 young people were at the dance in the parish hall and they weren't thinking of God or eternity. God was not in all of their thoughts. They were there to have a good night when suddenly the power of God fell upon the dance. The music ceased and in a matter of minutes, the hall was empty. They fled from the hall as a man fleeing from a plague. And they made for the church. They are now standing outside. Oh, yes -they saw lights in the church. That was a house of God and they were going to it and they went. Men and women who had gone to bed rose, dressed, and made for the church. Nothing in the way of publicity - no mention of a special effort except and intonation from the pulpit on Sabbath that a certain man was going to be conducting a series of meetings in the parish covering 10 days. But God took the situation in hand - oh, He became His own publicity agent. A hunger and a thirst gripped the people. 600 of them now are at the church standing outside.
· Next they all go back into the church
· A building that could seat 800 people is now filled beyond capacity
· The service went on until 4:00 in the morning!
· Again they try to leave for the Manse
· Campbell says:
· “…just as I was leaving the church, a young man came to me and said, "Mr. Campbell, I would like you to go to the police station." I said, "The police station? What's wrong?" "Oh," he said, "There's nothing wrong but there must be at least 400 people gathered around the police station just now."
· 400 people gathered at 4:00 AM!!
· By the way - Those two praying ladies lived next to the police station
· Campbell continues:
· Now when I got to the police station, I saw something that will live with me as long as I live. I didn't preach - there was no need of preaching. We didn't even sing. The people are crying to God for mercy. Oh, the confessions that were made! There was one old man crying out, "Oh, God, hell is too good for me! Hell is too good for me!" This is Holy Ghost conviction! Now mind you, that was on the very first night of a mighty demonstration that shook the island. Oh, let me say again, that wasn't the beginning of revival - revival began in a prayer meeting. Revival began in an awareness of God. Revival began when the Holy Ghost began to grip men and that was how it began.
· It went on like this for the next three years
· Until the whole island was swept up b the power of God
· I want that for this Island!

· Describing the revival Campbell goes on to say:
· Now perhaps I should go into some of the features that characterized this remarkable movement. Well, already I have mentioned to you that men were found in trances. Perhaps I should say this that in the Lewis revival we never saw anybody healed, that wasn't a feature of it. We never heard anybody speaking in tongues - in a strange language. Personally, I never heard anybody speak in tongues until a year or two ago. And that was in England. We knew nothing whatsoever about such manifestations. Don't misunderstand me - I believe in every gift mentioned in the word of God but it wasn't God's plan or purpose that we should be visited in that way and we weren't. But we saw strange manifestations.

· Then he offers this example of a particularly dry meeting on a neighboring island:
· But oh, I tell you, the going was hard. The going was hard. I looked down and I saw a little boy named Donald sitting there in the seat. And I saw that his head was bowed and I saw that the floor was wet with his tears. And I said to myself, "Well, now, there is a young lad nearer to God that you or I. Oh, there is a young lad who is in touch with God." And I stopped preaching. And looking down at this young lad, I said, "Donald, I believe God would have you lead us in prayer. " It was right in the midst of my address. And that young lad stood to his feet.
· Now that morning at family worship they were reading Revelation 4 where John has the vision of the open door. "I saw a door opened in heaven." And as that young man stood, that vision came before him. And this is what he said in his prayers. "God, I seem to be gazing in through the open door. And I seem to see the Lamb standing in the midst of the Throne. He has the keys of death and of hell at his girdle" Then he stopped and began to weep. And for a minute or so he wept and he wept. Oh, the brokenness. And when he was able to control himself, he lifted his eyes towards the heavens and he cried out, "God, there is power there - let it loose! Let it loose!" And suddenly, the power of God fell upon the congregation. Of course in Lewis and in other islands of the Hebrides, they stand to pray, they sit to sing. And now, one side of the church threw their hands up like this. Threw their heads back and you would almost declare that they were in an epileptic fit, but they were not. Oh, I can't explain it. And the other side they slumped on top of each other. But God, the Holy Ghost moved. Those who had their hands like this stayed that way for two hours. Now you try to remain like that with your hands up for a few minutes and you will find it hard - but you would break their hands before you could take them down. Now, I can't explain it - this is what happened.

· Does that sound familiar to you?
· Exciting, isn’t it?
· It’s like gas on my fire!
· But why am I sharing this with you today?

James Goll
· There are many great revivals throughout history
· Why did I pick this one to share about today?
· Because it has a prophetic connection to PEI

· James Goll, a gifted, creditable and well know prophetic voice 
· Gave this word in the Spring of 2004 while speaking at a conference in Abbotsford, B.C.

· "The victory of the Lord is going to visit some place called Prince Edward Island where there is going to be an apostolic move. I don't even know where in the world this is. There is going to be an apostolic move of God that is going to come upon Prince Edward Island. It is going to be an invasion, an invasion. Something similar to what occurred in the Hebrides Islands in the late 40's and early 50's. It is going to overwhelm some place called Prince Edward Island. It is going to come upon it. It is going to be a glory cloud that is going to be seen. Mark this down and pray this into being. This shall happen. It shall be seen. There are going to be actual cloud formations over this island, and signs will be seen in the heavens, and wonders will begin to occur in the earth beneath."
· Victory
· An apostolic move
· An invasion of God
· Similar to the Hebrides
· It is going to overwhelm Prince Edward Island
· A glory cloud will be seen
· Pray this into being
· It shall happen and shall be seen
· Signs in the heavens and wonders on the earth
· Worship team please come up

Let’s Pray
· Do it Lord
· Invade us like to you invaded them
· Pour water on the thirsty and flood this dry ground!
· Bring revival to Prince Edward Island Lord!

· If you want or need prayer for anything this morning
· Please come forward as we sing a final song


