Charlottetown Vineyard’s Ethos and Values 4

I.  Intro:
1.  Open Bibles to Ephesians 2:8-10

2.  A few weeks ago I began a new series of messages on the Charlottetown Vineyard’s Ethos and Values
A.  I told you that an ethos is:
a. “The distinctive character, spirit, and attitudes of a people, a culture or an era.”

3.  We have 4 distinctives to our ethos and they are:
A.  Passion: 
a. We are passionate people; we love God, people and life passionately.
B.  Freedom: 
a. It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. We are exploring the fullness of that freedom and living in it out as best we can.
C.  Spirit: 
a. We are not content to live an intellectual and academic faith only; we want to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit. We want to know God personally, intimately and experientially.
D.  Destiny: 
a. We want to fulfill our God given destiny and help other do the same.

4.  And I identified 4 values, they are:
A.  Worship: 
a. That touches the heart of God and inspires His people.
i.  My highest personal value
B.  The Word: 
a. Our standard, inerrant, and Divinely inspired.
C.  Relationship: 
a. Friendships that are authentic, gracious, loving, and trustworthy.
D.  Reaching Out: 
a. Giving what we've got to who we can, no strings attached.
i.  Over the coming weeks I will speak on each

5.  I began with a look at Passion
A.  I told you that the word, in Mark 12, challenges us to love God passionately
a. With all our hearts, minds, souls and strength
i.  In other words:
· Spiritually, intellectually, emotionally and physically
B.  Also, I told you that:
a. Passion is your God given - the built in from the manufacturer - homing device to your destiny
i.  That hunger fuels passion and passion points to destiny
C.  I exhorted you to dream God sized dreams
a. Follow your Godly passions
i.  That it is never too late to fulfil your God given destiny

6.  Next we looked at the second distinctive of our ethos: Freedom
A.  We are indeed free 
a. Jesus has already set us free
i.  And he did a great job!
· Galatians 5:1 says:
· It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
B.  Free FROM religious rules and regulations
a. Not matter what the religious systems of the world tell you
i.  You are free from their controls
C.  Free TO Love and Free to Live by the Spirit
a. We are called to live in the fullness of that freedom
D.  Practical Application
a. Freedom’s responsibility is to remain free
b. Simple test: If the system you’re in employs manipulation, intimidation, shame, coercion or fear to control you…
i.  That’s NOT freedom

7.  After that we took a look at the third distinctive of our Ethos: Spirit
A.  Living Supernatural lives in the power of the Holy Spirit
a. We used 1 Corinthians 14:1 as our main text
i.  Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy.
· And broke it down piece by piece
b. Follow the way of love
i.  The importance of living Loved and living love
c. Eagerly desiring the gifts of the Spirit
i.  I showed you how biblically how operating in the Spirit is essential not optional
d. Especially prophecy
i.  Because it fosters communication with God
B.  I told you that
a. We are a people who live supernatural lives in the power of the Holy Spirit
i.  Because 
· Jesus told us to
· Because it isn’t optional but essential
· And it fosters a deeply relational connection to our God
ii.  We do this:
· By asking God
· By learning from others
· By taking risks
· By making mistakes
· And learning from them
· We do not throw out the baby with the bath water

8.  Today we will look at the fourth distinctive of our ethos: Destiny
A.  Read and Pray: Ephesians 2:8-10
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.


II.  Destiny
1.  We all have a God given destiny
A.  I am convinced of it
a. You have a destiny
b. I have destiny
c. Together, we have a destiny
B.  You might be thinking: “How can I say that, Tom?”
a. I don’t feel like I have a God given destiny
i.  I can understand that you feel that way
ii.  I can understand if you are unaware of your destiny
· But I am here today to encourage you with the truth that there is divine purpose and God-given destiny to your life
· To each of our lives.
· How can I say that?
· Well, let’s look at God’s word.

III.  Destiny Scriptures
1.  It’s important to me that I not take scripture out of context
A.  And that I offer you truth based upon the whole of scripture
a. Without cherry picking text to support my opinion
i.  To that end I want to offer you 8 portions of scripture that support the position that God had forethought concerning us

2.  Let’s begin with my main text
A.  Ephesians 2:10
a. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
i.  We are God’s handiwork
· Some translations say God’s workmanship
ii.  Created in Christ Jesus for what?
·  Good works
iii.  Which God prepared in advance
· Obvious forethought
iv.  Why?
· For us to do
· The NASB says: “So that we would walk in them”
· Guys, that alone is clearly purpose and destiny
· But there is more
B.  Jeremiah 29:11
a. For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
i.  God has plans
· He has plans for you
· And they are good plans
· Plans to prosper you
· Plans NOT to harm you
· Plans to give you hope
· And a future
· Clearly forethought
b. The Message says it this way:
i.  I know what I’m doing. I have it all planned out - plans to take care of you, not abandon you, plans to give you the future you hope for.
· So good
· So encouraging 
C.  Ephesians 1:3-6
a. Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will - to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.
i.  Paul is the king of the run-on sentence 
· Before the world was created
· He chose us in Him
· He predestined us
· In love
· For adoption as His children
· Clearly forethought about us on the part of God
D.  Jeremiah 1:5 (God to the Prophet Jeremiah)
a. “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”
i.  Clear forethought for a specific individual
· Acts 10:34 makes it clear that our God is:
· No respecter of persons
· He does not show favoritism
· That he doesn’t show partiality 
· Hebrews 13:8 states that:
· Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
· What God knew about Jeremiah, he knows about you!
· You are NOT a mystery to God!
· God has not forgotten you!

3.  General Destiny for all Followers of Jesus
A.  Acts 1:8 (The Promise of the Holy Spirit)
a. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
i.  The Holy Spirit
· The Father’s gift
· Promised to us by Jesus
· Given that we would be Christ’s witnesses locally, regionally and globally
· Yet again clear forethought about us on the part of God
B.  Matthew 28:18-20 (The Great Commission)
a. Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
i.  Here we are commissioned by God
· Given a significant responsibility
· To do with others what God has done with us
· To give to others what God has given us
· To spiritually pay it forward
· As I said earlier, we want to fulfill our God given destinies and help others do the same.
C.  Ephesian 4:11-13
a. So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
i.  I love these verses
· So personally significant to me
· Leaders are gifted by God not to Lord it over their followers but…
· To train and equip people to do the stuff!
· And we’re to keep on doing this so…
· “…that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”
· Guys we still have work to do
D.  1 Corinthians 12
a. The entire chapter is significant, and speaks to purpose and destiny.
i.  Please read and study it for yourself
b. Take note of Verses 7-11
i.  Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.
· These gifts are given for everyone’s benefit
· Clearly, different gifts are given to different people
· Wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, etc.…
c. Verse 11
i.  All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.
· All as God determines
· Again, clearly forethought

4.  Can we agree that scripture is clear that God had forethought concerning you?
A.  That God has a plan
a. And thus, you have a destiny
i.  A God given destiny?
· Good.
B.  Why does all this matter?
a. Because it means that God cares!
i.  Because some have the mistaken idea that God created the earth, gave it a spin and then disengaged with his creation
· Nothing could be further from the truth
b. It matters because God cares about YOU!
i.  Not just the corporate you
· The individual you!
c. The incarnation alone if proof 
i.  As is Pentecost 
· Our God is fully engaged, not disengaged
· The goal of God is more than engagement, 
· It’s oneness with us!
d. And it is found in John 17:20-23
i.  “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one - I in them and you in me - so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
· It’s entirely relational
· Close intimate oneness
· Guys this is very good news
C.  Scripture makes it clear that we have God given destinies
a. We may or may not choose to follow it
i.  But we absolutely have one

IV.  How Do I discover My God Given Destiny?
1.  Ethos 1 – Passion
A.  God given built in homing device to your destiny
a. What is your passion?
i.  What Godly passion burns within you?
· Maybe it’s for ministry?
· Or business
· Or government
· Or the arts
· Maybe it’s for a people group
· Or your neighborhood
· Follow that passion
· Maybe it’s creative, innovative, unique, unusual or way outside the box?
· It doesn’t matter, follow that passion!

2.  Ethos 3 – Spirit
A.  1 Cor 14:1
a. Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy.
i.  Eagerly desire spirit gifts especially prophetic gifts 
· Because it will help you communicate more effectively with God

3.  Verse of the year
A.  John 10: 27
a. My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.
i.  Listen and Follow
· It’s harder to follow if you cannot hear his voice
· Some need help in learning how to listen
· We still have the choice to follow or not
· But the sound of his voice is so loving, so kind, so powerful…
· That it’s hard to say no

4.  But What if I Mess Up?
A.  What if on the way to my destiny I fall into sin
a. Or I make some stupid decisions
i.  Or some massive mistakes
B.  Know this…
a. God is bigger than your mess, your sin, your stupidity or your mistakes
b. Larry Randolph says it this way:
i.  “God has factored your stupidity into your destiny.”
c. Saint Paul put it this way in Romans 8:28-30
i.  And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.
C.  Our God is known as The Redeemer
a. He turns our worst into His best
i.  He loves us THAT much!
· I believe this with all my heart
· My life is testimony to this truth
· The illegitimate son of two poor under aged kids from Brooklyn
· The skinny kid who was bullied and beat up every day through the 8th grade
· The teenager who in his personal rage beat up his best friend and put him in the hospital
· The 16-year-old who in utter brokenness gave his life to Jesus
· The janitor who became a preacher
· And stands before you today a new creation
b. Our God is a loving Redeemer who chooses the flawed likes of:
i.  Abraham, Moses, David, Peter, Paul, me and you.
· Paul wrote this concerning God’s choosing in 1 Corinthians 1:26-31
· Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things - and the things that are not - to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him. It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God - that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”
c. Your Destiny is not beyond reach!
i.  It’s Not too late!
· Our God is more than able!

5.  This is part of my personal and our corporate ethos
A.  We have God-given destinies
a. We want to fulfill them
i.  And we want to help others fulfill theirs
6.  My passionate exhortation to you today is this!
A.  Listen for the voice of God
a. Then go for it! - 
i.  Follow where ever he leads
ii.  Take the trip
iii.  Write the book
iv.  Make the phone call
v.  Pick up that paint brush
vi.  Write the song
vii.  Escape your comfort zone
viii.  Create – innovate – invent!
ix.  Risk – Dream – Trust God
x.  Do it!!
xi.  You were created for this

7.  Let’s Pray
A.  Oh God give us ears to hear
a. Give of grace to follow
i.  Encourage the discourage
· Give us hope
· Stoke our passions
· Reveal our God-given destinies
· Thank you for factoring our stupidity into our destinies!

V.  Ministry Time
1.  Any words of knowledge?
A.  Please come up and share

2.  John, please come up and lead us in a final song
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3.  If you need help discovering your God given destiny
A.  Please come up for prayer

4.  If you need prayer for anything
A.  Please come up for prayer

