The Father’s Love 5

I Intro
1 Open Bibles to Acts 9:1-18

2 New series The Father’s Love
A Inspired by Wayne Jacobsen’s “He Loves Me

3 The 3 Main Points of this new series titled “Living in Papa’s Affection”
A God loves us extravagantly
B Unfortunately most of us don’t know it
C To a significant degree, the fault lies at the feet of organized religion

4 The Father’s Love 1 
A We looked at:
a 1 John 3:1 “See what great love the Father has lavished on us.”
b Daisy Pedal Christianity
c And Performance Based Christianity

5 In The Father’s Love 2
A We looked at:
a The Attributes of God
b The Incarnation
c Friendship with God from John chapters 14 and 15

6 In The Father’s Love 3
A We looked at:
a Motives: Why do we do what we do?
i Did you become a Christian just to receive a “get-out-of-hell-free-card?
ii If so, you’re missing the best part – relationship with a God who is rich in mercy and loves you extravagantly!
b Papa: Angry Judge or Loving Father?
i If you want to know who the Father is look at Jesus
· He is the perfect representation of the Father

7 Last Week: The Father’s Love 4
A We took a unique looked at the story of the Prodigal Son
a In this parable Jesus is painting a picture of the Father for us.
b And what an amazing Father he is!
B At each point in this story the father acted completely the opposite of how we’d expect a loving father to act?
a He should never have given such an irresponsible son an early inheritance
b He shouldn’t have stood by while his son wasted away
c He certainly shouldn’t have welcomed him home so extravagantly without making him pay for his stupidity
d The father’s actions make no sense at all, unless he wanted something more from his son then mere responsible behavior
C The father wanted intimate friendship with his sons
a He wanted them to know how deeply they were loved
i And he wanted to experience that love in return
ii The father didn’t want the son’s obedience, he wanted their hearts
D What the son’s represent
a The younger son represents those who run from God in rebellion
b The older son represents those who try to impress God with their religious commitment
i Neither come to the depths of relationship the father wants with them
c Rebellion or religion, the result is the same
i We miss out on intimacy with Papa
ii And He misses out on the relationship he wants with us
E The only constant in the parable is the Father’s love
a It’s the only way the parable makes sense
b In its telling Jesus wanted us to know Papa’s heart toward us
8 Today: The Father’s Love 5
A The Tyranny of the Favor Line

9 Read & Pray: Acts 9:1-18 – Saul’s Conversion
1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”
 5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.
   “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”
 7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything.
 10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!”
   “Yes, Lord,” he answered.
 11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.”
 13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.”
 15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.”
 17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some food, he regained his strength.
A Verse 15
a “But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel.”
b God’s ways are not our ways
c Hold on to this story, I’ll get back to it

II The Tyranny of the Favor Line
1 What is the “Favor Line”?
A It’s the invisible line that tells us whether or not we’ve met enough of someone’s expectations to merit their approval.

2 It’s impossible to live in this world without recognizing the favor line’s impact on everyday life.
A Our parents had one
a We knew what made them proud of us
b We knew what brought their displeasure or anger
B If their expectations were fair you could play the favor line
a Act “properly” when you wanted something from them
b Or hide from them what you didn’t want them to know
C On the other hand, if their expectations were unreasonable…	Maybe you grew up without any approval at all

3 School
A We found the same favor line when we went to school
a The higher the expectation we met
b The better grade we received
c And the better the approval from parents and teachers

4 Friends
A Our friends had favor lines as well
B Surpass the line and you get the benefits of friendship
C Disappoint them and they could turn on you in a heartbeat

5 On the Job
A Those who achieved or exceeded expectations found themselves in the bosses’ good graces
a The best performers get raises, promotions, perks and favor…
i Usually.

6 God
A Our whole lives we’ve been conditioned
a Parents, school, jobs, church and friends
i We learn to survive by currying favor where we need it
b So it’s only natural that we assume God has a favor line as well
i We assume God operates the way the world operates
B When everything’s going well in our lives we might not even think about it
a But let our circumstances turn sour and it jumps to the forefront of our minds…
i Does God love?
ii Have I offended him?
iii Am I doing enough for him to like me?
C These are the questions that bring us face to face with the favor line


7 Favor Lines in Scripture
A King David express eloquently how the favor line superimposes itself on our pursuit of God (Psalm 15:1-3)
1 LORD, who may dwell in your sacred tent? 
   Who may live on your holy mountain?
 2 The one whose walk is blameless, 
   who does what is righteous, 
   who speaks the truth from their heart; 
3 whose tongue utters no slander, 
   who does no wrong to a neighbor, 
   and casts no slur on others; 
a The lists goes on – traits that qualify people to come before a Holy God
B There are other lists in Scripture that seem to back up King David’s list:
a The Ten Commandments
b The Great Commission
c The Fruit of the Spirit
i Just to name a few
C It’s easy to see why people who seriously pursue God end up with a favor line written across their lives
a And why we feel we can assess at any moment how God feels about us
i We just look at the line…
ii Figure out where we are…
iii Are we living above or below it?
D How about favor lines in the Church?
a Bible reading
b Prayer
c Church involvement
d Giving
e Helping others
i All push us above the favor line… right?
f Selfish motives and sinful actions push us below it… right?

E That seems easy enough but… how much is enough?
a How many of you think you…
i Pray enough?
ii Read the bible enough?
iii Share your faith enough?
b If I pray an hour a day, couldn’t I pray two?
c If I read two chapters a day, shouldn’t I be reading four?
d Do I need to witness once a month, once a week, to every stranger I meet?
F And concerning sin…
a Are we ever entirely free from sin?
i Not just our actions…
ii But what about our thoughts, our motives, our doubts?
iii Just how many of our failures is God willing to put up with?

8 That’s why it’s called the “Tyranny of the Favor” line!
A Trying to live under the weight of King David’s line or anyone else’s would disqualify every one of us from God’s presence and favor.
B If you’ve tried it you know how hard it is to do everything you THINK he requires
C The only way to feel good about it is to compare yourself to others…
a Hey, at least I’m better than that guy!
b But inside, if you’re honest, you know – you’ll never be good enough
D The problem is compounded exponentially when we experience hardships and trials and pain
a A job loss… a serious illness… a broken relationship… death…
b In those difficult circumstances we can’t help but wonder if we’re being punished by God for not being good enough.
E The Tyranny of the Favor Line is unrelenting
a The favor line will make us question – endlessly, how does God really feel about us?
F Jacobsen open chapter six with the example of a 15 year old summing up an evening at her youth group
a God is Good - You are Bad - Try Harder!
b People, that’s pitiful
i Unfortunately, too many people think that’s the essence of the gospel
ii On that basis none of us could ever stand before God
iii We have to offer the world a better message than that!
iv And we can

III A Far Better Plan
1 Even King David knew there was a better way
A Desperate in a cave, hiding from those who were trying to kill him, David cried out for mercy (Psalm 143:1-2)
a 1 LORD, hear my prayer, 
   listen to my cry for mercy; 
in your faithfulness and righteousness 
   come to my relief. 
2 Do not bring your servant into judgment, 
   for no one living is righteous before you. 
b Aware of his own weaknesses he was not willing to stake God’s favor on his performance
B Later as David prostrated himself over the public exposure of his adultery and the murder of a cheated husband, and as he grieved the loss of the son his affair produced…
a David again sought another standard (Psalm 51:17)
i My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; 
   a broken and contrite heart 
   you, God, will not despise.

2 The Truth of the Matter
A The same scriptures that give us a list of qualifications to earn God’s favor tell us that “none is righteous, no not one.” Romans 3:10
a There’s not enough goodness in anyone of us to fulfill those requirements
b Only Jesus would be able to do so
c No matter how much we try to earn God’s favor we will ALWAYS fall short
d The more effort we give the more distant we seem
B Why?
a Because the favor line cause us to swing between periods self-pity and self-righteousness
i When we fall short we want to give up
ii When we do “well” we’re puffed up
b God never wanted us to end up in either place
i He instead invites us NOT to walk the tightrope of the favor line but to discover a far better way to know him

3 Back To Saul
A At a young age he had already advanced well beyond his peers
a Educated in the best schools
b He was recognized as one of the most influential religious leaders…
c In one of the best known cities of the known world
d By all outward, religious appearances he was impeccable
B But what did it produce?
a He was a religious zealot who killed people thinking he was doing God’s will
b Think about it…
i Saul of Tarsus was the Osama Bin Laden of his day
C All was not well on the inside
a For all his diligence and wisdom something ate at him deep within
b He was an angry man
c And it was blackening his soul
D His zeal to be the best servant of God in his generation
a Hadn’t led him to the lap of a Loving Father
b But to the cruel tyranny of the favor line
c What started as a desire to serve God was quickly consumed by a desire for spiritual status
i I’ve seen the story repeated too many times
· Oh the ministry, the ministry
· The mistress that leads so many astray from the heart of Bridegroom
E Then one day Saul comes face to face with the living God
a A dramatic spiritual encounter
i Far more dramatic than most people ever have
b A bright light appears out of nowhere
i Knocks him to the ground
ii Blinding his eyes
c Laying in the dirt he hears the audible voice of God
i “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”
d Saul replies: “Who are you Lord?”
e Then he hears these EARTH SHATTERING words:
i “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting”
F Saul’s worst possible fears are realized
a Saul had killed many of Jesus’ followers
i He was on his way to kill many more
b He regarded them as heretics
i And sought to crush their teaching before they could destroy the faith he’d embraced since his youth
c His worst fears realized
i The people he had killed in the name of God were in fact God’s people
G Now what?
a What would happen to him now?
b What punishment awaited him?
c I can imagine Saul crouched and cringing – waiting to get hammered
d But the hammer never dropped
i No anger
ii No vengeance
G Saul actively warred against Jesus
a Now they are face to face
b And in that moment all he found was Love
c The Jesus he persecuted didn’t hate him or punish him
d Instead Jesus loved him

4 Paul experienced a Divine visitation
A Most of us have been taught that only the special, super spiritual, holy people get to experience a divine visitation
a How do they explain Acts 9
B This is another case of our perceptions and God’s reality not matching up
a God opened Saul’s eyes so he could see God not as he imagined him to be but as he really was
C In that moment Saul experienced God’s favor when he’d done absolutely nothing to earn it
a Instead of punishment he received an invitation to join the family he tried so hard to destroy
b Instead of the death he brought to others
i He was offered life
ii A life he never knew existed
D People, God’s ways are not our ways!
a Not one of us would have chosen Saul
b He’d been last on all of our lists

5 One Inescapable Fact
A Saul had done nothing to propel himself above the favor line
a But he found himself there none-the-less
B Jesus loved Saul 
a Even when Saul had no idea who he was
C Jesus shattered the favor line to free Saul from its tyranny
a And it changed him more than all he’d previously learned about God
D The Tyranny of the Favor Line or Performance Based Christianity
a Will never get you where you’re hoping it will go
b It’s a lie
c No wonder you’re so frustrated
d Such thinking will never lead you closer to Him
e Instead of teaching you to love him…
i It will leave you frustrated and angry thinking that you can’t do enough – or that he isn’t being fair
E Remember “God is Good; You are Bad, Try Harder”?
a You don’t have to try harder to be good enough to win Papa’s affection – it’s already yours!
b Papa wants to break this cycle the only way he can
i By making his favor a gift instead of something you earn
c Finding favor with God has nothing to do with what you do for him, but what he has already done for you.

II Ministry Time
1 Set us free from the Tyranny of the Favor Line
2 Help us see the deep truth revealed in Saul’s conversion
3 Set us free from our misperceptions of who you are
4 Open our eyes to see you are you truly are
5 Lead us into a deep abiding intimacy with you
6 Papa help us to live in the affection you have for us!
