Mercy 6 - 2013

I Intro

1 Open Bibles to Matthew 20:29-34

2 I’ve been taking a closer look at Mercy.
A. Change of spiritual seasons from a Ruler Season to a Mercy Season
B. The 7 Redemptive Gifts of the Spirit in Romans 12
a.   Including the 7th Redemptive Gift: Mercy
C. The 5th Beatitude: 
a.  “Blessed are the merciful for they shall receive mercy.” From Matthew 5
D. Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10

3 We’ve looked at Jesus’ statement concerning mercy:
A. “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.”
B. Three times in scripture God is recorded as saying this
a.  Hosea 6:6, Matthew 9:13 and Matthew 12:7 
i It’s always important when God repeats himself
C. Twice Jesus challenges our understanding of it... 
a.  “Go and learn what this means” Matthew 9:13
b.  If you had known what these words mean,” Matthew 12:7
D. Jesus is having a similar conflict with the Pharisees in Matthew 12 as he did in Matthew 9
a.  Be it eating with sinners, working on the Sabbath, eating heads of grain or healing the sick
E. Twice in confrontation with the Pharisees Jesus quotes the prophet Hosea
a.  Both times saying that he desired mercy not Sacrifice
i That relationships trump rituals, that people trump the law

4 Last Time we took a closer look at the prophet Jesus quotes twice: Hosea
A. Hosea’s life was a prophetic message of mercy over sacrifice
B. As The Message says it: God told Hosea: “Find a whore and marry her”
C. Hosea marries Gomer and she is continually unfaithful to him
D. Her adulterous life leads her into prostitution and finally slavery
E. All the while Hosea loves her and provides for her, even in her unfaithfulness
F. And when her looks were gone and her lovers not longer wanted her…
a.  Hosea buys her out of slavery and takes her home
b.  Not as his slave but as his wife.
G. The law permitted Hosea to stone Gomer
a.  Hosea’s love for her extended mercy instead
b.  “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.”

5 Today: I want to glean some additional distinctives of mercy from Jesus’ encounter with two blind men in Matthew 20.

6 Read & Pray: Matthew 20:29-34

29 As Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed him. 30 Two blind men were sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was going by, they shouted, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!”
 31 The crowd rebuked them and told them to be quiet, but they shouted all the louder, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!”
 32 Jesus stopped and called them. “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked.
 33 “Lord,” they answered, “we want our sight.”
 34 Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes. Immediately they received their sight and followed him.
7 Matthew’s Gospel is a wonderful study in Mercy
A. Nine separate events Jesus addresses mercy
a.  Would be a great personal study for you
b.  Biblically Jesus never denied a request for mercy – now that’s interesting!

II What can we learn of mercy from this Matthew 20 encounter?

1 Jesus is THE personification of mercy
A. He is the highest and most perfect expression of all 7 Redemptive Gifts
a.  Prophet, Servant, Teacher, Encourager, Giver, Ruler & Mercy

2 Mercy responds to the least likely
A. They were beggars
a.  Mark’s gospel tells us His name was Bartimaeus 
i Meaning “son of the highly prized”
b.  Both Mark & Luke’s gospels refer to him as a beggar
B. As beggars it is most likely that they were homeless
a.  I remember working at the Empire State Building
b.  I’d take the LIRR from Queens Village to Penn Station
c.  Exiting everyday from the station thousands of people would pass by and even step over the homeless
d.  Annoyed by their hindrance, their appearance and their odor
e.  I imagine if wasn’t much different for these two blind beggars
C. Yet on this day Mercy responds to these two most unlikely of people

3 Mercy responds to the socially inappropriate
A. They didn’t care what other’s thought of them
B. They were desperate
a.  These blind men were desperate for Jesus
b.  They won’t be embarrassed, and they won’t be shut up. 
c.  They knew who Jesus was (Son of David, a Messianic title) and they want him!
C. The interrupted the parade
D. They were messy
E. These blind beggars didn’t have much class, but he did have persistence and determination

4 Mercy responds to the passionate
A. Shouted all the louder
a.  This wasn’t a polite “excuse me, excuse me”
b.  This was “HEY JESUS, SON OF DAVID HAVE MERCY ON ME!”
B. These blind men knew what they needed from Jesus - mercy. 
a.  They didn’t come thinking that God owed them anything.
b.  All he wanted from Jesus is mercy.
C. In Matthew 11:12 Jesus says 
a.   12"From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and violent men take it by force.
b.  The amplified Bibles says it this way
i the kingdom of heaven has endured violent assault, and violent men seize it by force [as a precious prize--a share in the heavenly kingdom is sought with most ardent zeal and intense exertion].
c.  That’s a great description of the passion these blind beggars displayed
i Their share in the heavenly kingdom (healing) was sought with most ardent zeal and intense exertion
ii This was a passion that would not be ignored!
iii And Mercy responded to it
D. In John 2:16 the disciple quote Psalm 69:9 describing Jesus
a.  "Zeal for your house will consume me”
b.  Zeal in Hebrew is Qin'ah 
c.  The same word Qin'ah, is translated Jealousy in Song of Solomon 8:6 
i We sing it in worship - Misty Edward’s “You Won’t Relent”
“I'll set You as a seal upon my heart
As a seal upon my arm
For there is love that is as strong as death
Jealousy demanding as the grave
And many waters cannot quench this love”
d.  Solomon describes and Misty Edwards sings of God’s Qin’ah
i God’s strong, jealous, unquenchable and passionate love.
e.  According to Strong’s Concordance 
i Qin'ah is the passionate, jealous, zealous love of…
· men for God
· men for the house of God
· God for his people
ii Could it be that the Qin’ah in Jesus resonated with the Qin’ah in these blind beggars and that He who is Mercy personified was moved to compassion and as a result those who were blind could now see?
f.  In Luke 4:18-19 Jesus quotes Isaiah 61:1-2 saying…
i 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
   because he has anointed me 
   to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
   and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to set the oppressed free, 
   19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
ii This is Jesus’ mission statement
· With it he launches his public ministry
iii And in Matthew 20:34 he does it for these passionate blind beggars

5 Mercy is manifested in many ways
A. Redeeming Love (Last week’s look at Hosea)
a.  Hosea 3:1-2
b.   1 Then the LORD said to me, “Go and love your wife again, even though she commits adultery with another lover…   2 So I bought her back for fifteen pieces of silver and five bushels of barley and a measure of wine.
B. Healing: (Today’s encounter with two blind men)
a.  Matthew 20:34
b.   34 Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes. Immediately they received their sight and followed him.
c.  Compassion = Jesus was moved to the depth of his being
C. Freedom:
a.  Matthew 15:22, 28
i 22 A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering terribly…. 28 Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter was healed at that moment.
b.  Matthew 17:15, 18
i 15 “Lord, have mercy on my son,” he said. “He has seizures and is suffering greatly. He often falls into the fire or into the water… Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was healed at that moment.
D. Forgiveness: 
a.  The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant in Matthew 18
i Ends with verses 32-35 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.  35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

III The Mercy Season

1 Could it be that in the Mercy Season we will see…
A. The least likely, the most inappropriate, and the most passionate…
B. Responded to, recognized and restored?

IV Let’s Pray

1 Lord have mercy on us
A. Heal us
B. Set us free
C. Stir up passion in us for you

V Ministry Time
1 Who needs Mercy today?
A. Who needs…
a.  Healing?
b.  Redeeming Love?
c.  Freedom?
d.  Forgiveness?
B. Do you feel like the least likely?
a.  The least worthy?
b.  Mercy is exactly for you!
c.  Come and get some prayer
