The Gospel of John 17:6-19

Intro 
· Open Bibles to The Gospel of John chapter 17
· We took a break last week from John’s gospel 
· With a look at how God spoke to the prophet Jeremiah 18
· We then put into practice what we discovered
· It was fun, an audio recording can be found on the church website
· This morning 
· We’ll look at Jesus’ prayer for his disciples in verses 6-19
· In verses 1-5 Jesus prayed for himself and The Father’s glory
· In verses 20-26 Jesus prays for us.
· Read and Pray: John 17:6-19
· I’ll be covering a large portion of scripture today
· So, we’ll go through it a bite at a time
· I’ll read a verse or two and follow it up with my thoughts, insights and commentary

Verses 6-8
“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 
· The prayers of Jesus
· It’s to our advantage to pray attention to everything that Jesus says and does in scripture.
· It’s especially helpful to pay attention to his prayers
· They give us unique insight into his heart
· And his relationship with the Father.
· I encourage those of you who enjoy doing personal bible study to take the time to research the prayers of Jesus in the New Testament.
· You will not be disappointed.
· This prayer is to the Father 
· And all about Jesus’ role as connector or bridge between God and man
· It’s about how the Word became flesh and lived among humanity
· I have revealed you 
· KJV uses the word manifest
· Wimber: mani-fest is the dancing hand of God
· Strong’s: Manifest
· To make actual, visible, known or realized what has been hidden or unknown.
· That’s exactly what Jesus does concerning the Father
· To manifest, whether by words, or deeds, or in any other way
· To expose to view, to show one's self, to appear
· To become known, to be plainly recognized and thoroughly understood
· Powerful word
· Jesus pulled back to veil to reveal God to humanity
· Saint Paul communicates the significance of this unveiling so well in his 2nd letter to the Corinthians, chapter 3 verses 12-18
· Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to prevent the Israelites from seeing the end of what was passing away. But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken away. Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
· There is a blindness created by the law that is only removed by grace.
· Grace that ushers us into intimate friendship with the God of the Universe
· Back to verse 6
· “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word.
· Jesus is the connection, the connector to the Father
· The Father gave these men to Jesus
· In Luke 12:12-13 were told that Jesus prayed all night and the next morning chose the 12 from among his followers
· One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God. When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles
· and they have obeyed your word 
· I think the word obey is poorly translated
· KJV: kept your word
· Phillips: accepted your word
· Strong’s: to attend to carefully, to take care of
· I think TPT gets it best
· TPT: They have fastened your Word firmly to their hearts
· Word, capital W as in “The Word made flesh”
· The exact same Greek word is used here in John 17:6 as is used in John 1:14
· Logos.
· The Word became flesh and dwelled among us
· They have connected to the connector
· To Jesus, THE Word.
· Not that they have followed a new upgraded version of the written law,
· Can you see the difference?
· It better fits the context of the Gospel and the prayer
· It’s relational not performance
· To quote Bethel Pastor and Author Danny Silk
· “Jesus invited people in to a connection with him, not a religious reform program.”
· To paraphrase Jesus in verse 6
· “These disciples where yours, you gave them to me, I revealed you to them and they have wholeheartedly embraced me.” TZV

· Verses 7-8 communicates what the results of this connection has been:
· Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me.
· Because of this connection the disciple now know that everything they have received from Jesus has come from the Father.
· The Father spoke to the Son
· And the son shared those words with the disciples
· In John 5:19 Jesus said:
· “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.
· An in John 14:24 Jesus said
· These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.
· Jesus did what he saw the Father doing and spoke the words the Father gave him to speak.
· That’s just how “one” The Father and Son are.
· The disciples accepted these works and words
· And as a result:
· They knew with certainty that Jesus came from The Father, and they believed that The Father sent Him.

Verse 9-10 Jesus begins to pray for his disciples
I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 
· This isn’t a universal prayer but a Son’s request to his Father for his close friends
· Having done all he could to comfort, encourage and instruct his disciples…
· Now Jesus does a great thing… He prays for them.
· These precious souls that Father and Son share 
· These friends that have glorified Jesus
· Or as the KJV says: “I am glorified in them”
· He prays for them
· Jesus goes on to express his concern for his friends to his Father.

Verse 11
I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. 
· I love the power of words
· Small words
· Small transitional words
· Words like “so”
· The disciples have been under Jesus’ protection while he was on earth
· Now is about to return to the Father and he prays for their protection
· Protection by the power of His Name, the name of Jesus
· Just as we sang so passionately this morning:
· There is power in the name of Jesus!
· Power and all Authority!
· And why is Jesus praying for the disciple’s protection?
· so that they may be one as we are one …
· So that the connection would be protected
· So they would share a profound level of oneness!
· so that they may be one as we are one
· It’s ALL about that connection
· It’s the connection that was lost in the garden
· This relational connection is the very reason why “The Word became flesh and dwelled among us”
· It is for restored connection that Jesus goes to the cross
· And it’s for the protection of that connection that Jesus prays.
· There are two ways of looking at this oneness
· That the disciple would be one among themselves to the same level and standard that is shared among the members of the Trinity or…
· That they as a group are one with the Father, Son and Spirit
· That they would share in this relational circle of perfect unity and love.
· I think it’s the latter
· A fair argument for the former could be made if not for verses 20-21 in this same chapter:
· “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
· Now, THAT right there is the gospel message!
· Some would say it’s John 3:16
· For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
· Some would say Luke 19:10
· For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.
· I think we find the heart of the gospel message in John 17:20-21 – in the prayer of Jesus:
· “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
· 
· Guys, it’s ALL about relationship
· It always has been
· Since before creation
· And it always will be
· Until the end of time
· There is a depth of connection with God
· Of intimate relationship with God available to each and every one of us.
· That we can hardly imagine
· And we can go as deep and as far as we want to go.
· Jesus continues his prayer:

Verses 12-13
While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 
· Jesus gave Judas every out
· Loving and honoring him to the very end
· Yet Judas chose personal financial gain and betrayal instead.
· Jesus prays for joy!
· I really like TPT take on verse 13
· Again it get’s the context of relationship and connection
· Listen to this:
· “But now I am returning to you. So Father, I pray that they will experience and enter into my joyous delight in you.”
· There is great joy shared among the Trinity
· And Jesus wants his disciples to get in on it.

Verses 14-16
I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 
· In Matthew 5 Jesus makes it clear that:
· We are the salt of the earth (verse 13)
· We are the light of the world (verse14)
· We are not of the world
· But we surely do live in it
· The plan isn’t that we be removed from the darkness but that we be light in it. Matthew 5:14-16
· “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
· And light overcomes darkness every time
· Go into a dark room and turn on the light
· There is not struggle
· Darkness is instantly annihilated and replaced by light
· God the Holy Spirit dwells within us
· The presence, the power and the life of God almighty lives inside of you and I.
· We ARE the light of the world.
· I use to fear demons
· Now they fear the God inside of me!
· It’s what gave me the faith, courage and boldness to minister in places like Burning Man.
· OK, let’s finish up today’s verses

Verses 17-19
Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.
· Just as the Father sent Jesus to be the light of the world
· Jesus sends us to be the light of the world
· Just as the Father commissioned Jesus
· Jesus commissions us – commissions the disciples.
· What does the word sanctify mean here?
· Think dedicate
· Jesus dedicated himself to us
· So we may be dedicated to God
· Think commitment
· Jesus commits himself to us
· So we may commit ourselves to God
· Think Holy
· Jesus is holy
· As we enter covenant relationship with him
· We too become holy
· Nadine is a Zawacki because she is in covenant relationship with me
· We become what Jesus is through deep abiding relationship.
· Next week we’ll finish of chapter 17 
· With a look at Jesus’ prayer for us.

Let’s Pray
· Oh God
· Set us free from a performance mindset
· Help us, give us the grace we need to live relationally with you
· Let our relationship with you, the Father and the Hoy Spirit be all you intended it to be.

Ministry Time
· If you need prayer for anything at all
· Please come forward as I lead us in a final song
