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Week 6

KEYS TO EFFECTIVE WITNESSING – PART 1

DON’T BE SURPRISED if they don’t repent, believe and receive.
According to those who have done research…
It takes an average of 7 times hearing the Gospel before conversion.
You will typically be just a link in the chain that God uses to bring someone to faith. That does not mean that we should not pray for, hope for and even expect that someone might respond in faith the first time we share with them. God can and does use the very first sharing of the Gospel to save someone. But, it seems according to the research, that multiple different people will often have shared the Gospel before the individual responds in faith. Often there are family members (a mother, father, brothers, sisters, uncles, aunts, grandparents and so on) who have previously shared and anxiously prayed for that person to whom you are now giving the Gospel. Their efforts on God’s behalf will be a big part of the fruit God allows you to bear.

The Holy Spirit must be at work in order for you to have success in sharing Christ.

The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. (1 Corinthians 2:14)

I have known multiple instances of Sunday School teachers and preachers who have routinely shared the Gospel with their classes or congregations, to no response. Then a substitute teacher, a VBS presenter or a guest preacher comes and boom, someone gets saved. I think God does this so that we are unable to take credit or pride for our evangelistic efforts. And we shouldn’t… 

I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow… (1 Corinthians 3:6)


Two Scenarios

This section is indebted to Bill Hybels’ “Becoming a Contagious Christian”

Scenario I: Woman sits alone at a table in the Food Court at the Mall. She appears upset and has been crying. You go up to her & ask, “Are you OK? What’s wrong?” She replies, “I’m fine thank you for asking.” You say, “Come on, it’s obvious that something’s wrong. Tell me what it is.” She says, “I’ve just been diagnosed with cancer.” You say, “Wow, that’s too bad, but you know I know the best oncologist in the city. He can cure anyone. Let me give you his card.” 

Scenario II: Your neighbor seems to be down. You suggest round of golf thinking that it might cheer him up. He agrees but doesn’t play well, seeming tired and perhaps even in pain. Over burgers in the clubhouse you mention that you’ve noticed that he seems somewhat off, and ask what’s wrong. He breaks down crying and says that he has just been diagnosed with cancer. You get up and put your arm around him until he calms down. You tell him that you’ve been concerned and that you’ve been praying for him. He knows that you once battled cancer and won because you’ve shared various details of your life with him over the past months and years. You tell him that your oncologist is the best in town and that you would be glad to introduce him to your neighbor, even if it would only be for a second opinion.

What’s the difference between the Scenario I and II?  RELATIONSHIP


Reasons why we might Witness:
Martyrdom - Suffering for Christ
So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God… (2 Timothy 1:8)
Duty - Obedience to Christ
And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning… (John 15:27)
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)
Caring - Love for Christ & our Neighbors
If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing right… (James 2:8)
We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us. (1 Thessalonians 2:8)
“ As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:20)





Who is our neighbor?
The story of the Good Samaritan: 
25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”
27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii[e] and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’
36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”
37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”  (Luke 10:25-37)

The best prospects for effective evangelism are those already in your sphere of influence. 

· Family (close to extended)
· Friends
· Co-workers
· Acquaintances 
· People next door
· People we repeatedly interact with (Service Professionals)
Servers, hairdressers/barbers, workmen, etc.


	Know Your Audience

	Unchurched / Non-Christian
	Unchurched / Christian

	Churched / Non-Christian
	Churched / Christian



Unchurched non-Christians are those with little to no previous exposure to the Bible or Church (beyond weddings or funerals) including those of non-Christian faiths. Hard labor because of lack of common knowledge and if you grew up in the church common experience.
Churched non-Christians are those who have some level of familiarity with the message of the Bible and/or have attended a Christian Church in the past or a supposedly Christian church currently, but have never understood the Gospel or have accepted Christ.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Unchurched Christians have come to faith in Jesus but for whatever reason have not seen fit to unite with other believers as a member of a church family. (orphans, worship on the lake… invite to grow)
Churched Christians are attending (at least sometimes) a “Christian” church. These people should not be our targets for invitation unless we know their church to be apostatizing. 

· Strangers are unlikely prospects for evangelism
Fear will be a demotivating force
General mistrust on both sides
You have very limited credibility (wouldn’t buy toothpaste)
With no relationship you have no insight into reaching them (needs, problems, etc)
Only someone with the spiritual gift of evangelism has much hope of success of reaching a total stranger.
For everyone else, you probably need to move from stranger to some level of relationship before trying to share.

The cost of loving your Neighbor
· Time
· Energy
· Money
· Inconvenience
· Discomfort or pain

Relationships with Sinners?
Wait a minute, is that a good idea?

Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the Lord… (2 Corinthians 6:17a)
You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. (James 4:4)
·  “World” means the sin and evil people commit
· Not the people themselves
My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. (John 17:15-18)
Jesus came to “seek and save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10)
I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world. (1 Corinthians 5:9-10)
· Most Christians discontinue relationships with non-Christians over a few years
· Need to intentionally re-develop relationships with non-Christians

Two Dangers of Relationships with Sinners
Corruption of our Character
Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character.” (1 Corinthians 15:33)
Ruining our Reputation
Jesus was accused of being a “friend of tax collectors and sinners” (Luke 7:34)

Keys to developing relationships with non-believers
· Spend time with them
· Genuinely Care about them
· They’ll see we have their best interests at heart
· We’ll earn trust and respect
· Start on natural, non-threatening grounds
· As God provides opportunities, move on to spiritual issues in relational context
Ways to Develop Relationships
Social Events
 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others were eating with them. (Luke 5:29)
Parties
4th of July, Christmas, Barbecues, Birthdays
Church Events
Services, studies, Teas, Breakfasts
Group Outings
Golf, Bowling, Biking, Ice Skating, retreats, book clubs, crafting, etc.
Daily Activities
· Eating together
· Watching the Game
· Movies
· Sports and Activities
· Exercise / Walking
· Babysitting / Work exchange
· Children’s Activities
· Workplace Relationships
Rekindle an old relationship
· Contact an old classmate, co-worker, etc.
Strategic Consumerism
· Reach out to people you see regularly when shopping, dining, etc.

The Opportunity According to the Experts
We need to have faith that the harvest is ripe as Jesus said. (John 4:35)
· 76% of non-Christians said they don’t mind if a friend who values their faith shares with them
· 1.5% said they might be likely to give a Christian a hard time about sharing.
· 50% of un-churched say they would respond positively to an invitation to church or a church event
· 33% of un-churched say they expect they will regularly attend church sometime in the future.
· 150 million unchurched in America
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Becoming a Comfortable and Confldent Witness for Christ.




