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The Lord not only commanded His followers to be baptized, He modeled it Himself.

I.  Baptismis a humbling admission. (v. Mt. 3:1-12)

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If
we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us. (1 John
1:7-10)

How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself
unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve
the living God! (Hebrews 9:14)

The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves. For
this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect
those who draw near to worship. Otherwise, would they not have stopped being offered? For
the worshipers would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for
their sins. But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins. It is impossible for the blood of
bulls and goats to take away sins. (Hebrews 10:1-4)

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood... (Revelation 1:5b)

I[I. Baptism is a visual representation. (Mt. 3:13-17)

But | have a baptism to undergo, and what constraint | am under until it is completed! (Luke
12:50)

“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be
baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?” (Mark 10:38)

... for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. (Galatians
3:27)

...having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through
your faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead. (Colossians 2:12)



Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
(Romans 6:3-4)

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He
was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. After being made alive, He went and
made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits— to those who were disobedient long ago when
God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people,
eight in all, were saved through water, and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you
also—mnot the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It
saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ... (1 Peter 3:18-21)

1. Baptism is a royal obligation.

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you.
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized in the name of Paul? | thank
God that | did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, so no one can say that you were
baptized in my name. (Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t
remember if | baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the
gospel—not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. (1
Corinthians 1:13-17)

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the
gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9)

IV. Baptism is an expected public profession.

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you
and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”

With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this
corrupt generation.” Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand
were added to their number that day. (Acts 2:38-41)

But when they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news of the kingdom of God and the
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. (Acts 8:12)



As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is
water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?”” And he gave orders to stop the
chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him.
%9 \When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and
the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. (Acts 8:36-39)

Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and
was baptized... (Acts 9:18)

“A man named Ananias came to see me. He was a devout observer of the law and highly
respected by all the Jews living there. He stood beside me and said, ‘Brother Saul, receive your
sight!” And at that very moment I was able to see him.

“Then he said: ‘The God of our ancestors has chosen you to know his will and to see the
Righteous One and to hear words from his mouth. You will be his witness to all people of what
you have seen and heard. And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash
your sins away, calling on his name.” (Acts 22:12-16)

When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you

consider me a believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded
us. (Acts 16:15)

At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and
all his household were baptized. (Acts 16:33)

Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many of the
Corinthians who heard Paul believed and were baptized. (Acts 18:8)



