Relationship 4 - Marriage
I. Intro
1. Open Bibles to Ephesians 5
2. Three Weeks Ago: New Series on Relationships
A. God

B. Spouses

C. Children

D. Friendships

E. Outsiders

3. In Relationships 1: Loving Relationship with God vs. Performance Based Christianity
A. Thinking Generationally is a key to overcoming PBC

B. Looked at the differences between a Family an a Team

C. Looked at Difference between PBC and A Loving Relationship
4. In Relationships 2 we looked at Friendship with God
A. In John 15 Jesus calls us friends and the only command is to love
B. They type of friendship referred to here is “a best friend” type of a relationship

C. Relationship is measured in time

a. Jesus spent time with his friends

b. They ate together, traveled together, ministered together publically, discussed it together privately, the celebrated together, mourned together and even argued with one another.

c. They shared life, they experienced life together.

d. With the Disciples Jesus modeled relationship – Our Relationship with God

D. Old Ways and New Ways

a. Old = Spiritual disciplines

b. New Way = Go where the life is

i. Jesus said “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” John 14:6

ii. If there’s no life, He’s not in it

iii. Find the way that has life in it

5. Last Week in Relationship 3 – Marriage

A. Nadine and I shared practical tips to a healthy marriage.

B. We’re not experts in marriage but we have been doing it for a long time and we still love one another, so…
C. We covered a variety of topics such as
a. Top Three Tips

b. Different Seasons of Marriage

c. How to Fight Fair

d. Thoughts on Sex, Money Issues and The Hard Times

6. Today: Relationships 4 – Male/Female Relationships

A. Plan to be brief today so we can get over to the Spring Festival Outreach

B. Difference between men and boys

C. Five basic needs of a women

D. Five basic needs of a man
7. Read & Pray: Ephesians 5:21-33 (The Message)
A. 21 Out of respect for Christ, be courteously reverent to one another. 22-24 Wives, understand and support your husbands in ways that show your support for Christ. The husband provides leadership to his wife the way Christ does to his church, not by domineering but by cherishing. So just as the church submits to Christ as he exercises such leadership, wives should likewise submit to their husbands.  25-28 Husbands, go all out in your love for your wives, exactly as Christ did for the church—a love marked by giving, not getting. Christ's love makes the church whole. His words evoke her beauty. Everything he does and says is designed to bring the best out of her, dressing her in dazzling white silk, radiant with holiness. And that is how husbands ought to love their wives. They're really doing themselves a favor—since they're already "one" in marriage.  29-33 No one abuses his own body, does he? No, he feeds and pampers it. That's how Christ treats us, the church, since we are part of his body. And this is why a man leaves father and mother and cherishes his wife. No longer two, they become "one flesh." This is a huge mystery, and I don't pretend to understand it all. What is clearest to me is the way Christ treats the church. And this provides a good picture of how each husband is to treat his wife, loving himself in loving her, and how each wife is to honor her husband.

B. Today’s message was heavily influenced by the writings of two men: John Eldridge and Dr Willard Harley
II. Start with a Challenge to the Men
1. This morning I want to share with you some personal insights into male / female relationships

A. Things I wish my father had told me
B. Things I want to share with you man to man.
2. Seeds of Greatness
A. As I look at you guys I see within each of you the seeds of greatness
a. You’re called to do great things
b. JPJ “Small battles, small victories, small men. Great battles…”
3. Braveheart

A. All Time favorite movie

B. I want to be a man like William Wallace

a. At least how he was portrayed in that movie.
C. William Wallace was…
a. Loved by men and women alike.
b. His men admired him because he fought passionately.
c. Women admired him because he loved passionately.
d. I challenge you – each of you to be MEN like William Wallace
e. As your pastor, as a father, as a man of God and as your brother in Christ, I challenge each of you to come up higher and become men like William Wallace!
f. Like St. Paul challenged the Ephesians (4:1). I challenge each of you to…
i. Live a life worthy of your calling.
ii. To be the men of God you were created to be
iii. And to never ever compromise or settle for anything less.

III. Let’s talk about the Male/Female Relationship
1. Lisa
A. Once asked my daughter if she was interested in any of the men at her college
a. She said “Dad there are no men here only boys and I don’t want to be anyone’s mother!
2. What’s the difference between men and boys:
A. The directional flow of life & strength
B. Boys derive strength & life from the woman.
C. Men give life and strength, literally put life and strength into the woman.
a. Boys selfishly take.
b. Men selflessly give.
3. Weakness & Strength
A. I’ve never seen a healthy marriage where the woman is spiritually and emotionally stronger than the man.
a. I’m not saying women shouldn’t be strong, they should be.

i. I’m saying that men need to be stronger still

B. There are many unhealthy, dysfunctional ways that men interact with women
a. I want to mention two that I’ve seen most often

i. They use their weakness to manipulate the woman and draw upon her maternal instincts.

ii.  Or they control and dominate the woman treating her like a child.

· This is to mask their fears and insecurities
· It’s really weakness disguised as strength

C. A healthy relationship is made up of equal partners who love, trust and respect one another

D. This is what known as being equally yoked.

a. What you want is a partner not a pet.
4. Q&A

A. Question: How does a weak man put strength into a strong woman?

a. Answer: He can’t. He must become stronger.

B. Question: How does a man become stronger?

a. Answer: He cultivates a passionate relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.
b. He goes where the life is and here is the evidence….
i. He’s intimate with God
ii. He’s a worshipper.

iii. He prays for his loved ones, for his friends, for his enemies.

iv. He knows the word of God – he reads it, meditates on it and studies it.

v. He’s generous with his time, energy and money.

vi. He’s humble.

vii. He has a servant’s heart.

viii. He’s sensitive to the leading and moving of the Holy Spirit.

ix. He takes responsibility for his life

x. He tenaciously pursues healing of his hurts and wounds

· Especially the wounds created by his father.

xi. He refuses to allow his past to dictate his future.

xii. He eats the meat and throws away the bones from the good and bad experiences of his life

xiii. He learns how to be a Godly man, husband and father from both the positive and negative role models in his life.
5. Sex and Romance

A. A woman will give sex to receive romance/love

B. A man will give romance/love to get sex.

C. This is evil, don’t do it!
 

6. Manipulation - Men

A. Because she has a strong maternal instinct and a compassionate heart, a woman may be attracted to a broken and wounded man.

B. However, if he remains broken and wounded, she will lose respect for him and grow to despise him.

C. A man may “play” a women by faking weakness, thus pulling on her materials instincts.

D. This too is evil, don’t do it!

7. Manipulation – Women
A. A man may love the experience of being a white knight in shinning armor who rescues a damsel in distress.
B. However, if he has to rescue her, and rescue her, and rescue her, and rescue her – the relationship gets old and wearisome and the man loses respect for the woman.

C. Rescuing is wonderful but it should not become the on going model and standard of your relationship
8. Husbands Give thought to the verbiage of the traditional wedding vows

A. In the Name of God, I, Tom, take you, Nadine, to be my wife, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until we are parted by death. This is my solemn vow.
B. All relationships are easy in the better, rich and healthy times.

C. A true test of a relationship comes in the worse, poor and unhealthy times.
9. In Ephesians 5 Paul challenges husbands to love their wives as Christ loved the church
A. I ask you this question, how did Christ love the church?

B. He laid down his life for her.

C. It wasn’t all about Him.

D. And men, it’s not all about you
IV. His Needs / Her Needs (by Dr Willard Harley)
**these are not bullets to load your gun against one another but helpful hints on how to understand one another’s needs**

1. Her Needs

A. Affection.

a. To most women affection symbolizes security, protection, comfort, and approval.

i. When a husband shows his wife affection, he sends the following messages:

ii. I'll take care of you and protect you

iii. He’s saying 

· “I'm concerned about the problems you face, and I am with you

· “I think you've done a good job, and I'm so proud of you.”
b. Men need to understand how strongly women need these affirmations.

i. For the typical wife, there can hardly be enough of them.

ii. Sometimes a hug can communicate all of the affirmations of the previous paragraph.

iii. But, affection can be shown in many ways such as:

· kisses, cards, flowers…

· dinners out, opening the car door, holding hands…

· walks after dinner, back rubs & phone calls…

· There are a thousand ways to say "I love you."
· (Men notice I didn’t say sex)
iv. From a woman's point of view, affection is the essential cement of her relationship with a man.
B. Conversation.

a. Wives need their husbands to talk to them and to listen to them

i. they need lots of two-way conversation.

b. In dating life prior to marriage, most couples spent time showing each other affection and talking.

i. This shouldn't be dropped after the wedding.

c. When two people get married, each partner has a right to expect the same loving care and attention that prevailed during courtship to continue after the wedding.

i. The man who takes time to talk to a woman will have an inside track to her heart.
C.  The third need is honesty and openness.

a. A wife needs to trust her husband totally.

b. A sense of security is the common thread woven through all of a woman's five basic needs.

c. If a husband does not keep up honest and open communication with his wife, he undermines her trust and eventually destroys her security.

d. To feel secure, a wife must trust her husband to give her accurate information about his past, the present, and the future.

e. If she can't trust the signals he sends, she has no foundation on which to build a solid relationship.

f. Instead of adjusting to him, she always feels off balance; instead of growing toward him, she grows away from him.

 
D. Financial commitment is a fourth need a wife experiences.

a. She needs enough money to live comfortably:

b. She needs financial support.

c. No matter how successful a career a woman might have, she usually wants her husband to earn enough money to allow her to feel supported and to feel cared for.
E. The fifth need is family commitment.

a. A wife needs her husband to be a good father and have a family commitment.

b. he vast majority of women who get married have a powerful instinct to create a home and have children.

c. Above all, wives want their husbands to take a leadership role in the family and to commit themselves to the moral and educational development of their children.

2. His Needs 

**OK, ladies I have been hard on the men all morning, now let me help them out a bit**
A. According to Dr. Harley - The first is sexual fulfillment.

a. The typical wife doesn't understand her husband's deep need for sex anymore than the typical husband understands his wife's deep need for affection.

b. But these two ingredients can work very closely together in a happy, fulfilled marriage. Sex can come naturally and often, if there is enough affection.
B. The second need for a man is recreational companionship.

a. He needs her to be his playmate.

i. It is not uncommon for women, when they are single, to join men in pursuing their interests.

ii. They find themselves hunting, fishing, playing football, and watching sports and movies they would never have chosen on their own.

iii. After marriage wives often try to interest their husbands in activities more to their own liking.

b. Men need recreational companionship, wives can fulfill some of this need but men need other men as well
i. Ladies leave space for men to do men things
C. According to Dr. Harley - A husband's third need is an attractive spouse.

a. A man needs a wife who looks good to HIM.
i. Not what magazines and TV commercial say is attractive but what is attractive to HIM!
b. Dr. Harley states that in sexual relationships most men find it nearly impossible to appreciate a woman for her inner qualities alone—for men there must be more.

c. A man's need for physical attractiveness in a mate is profound.
D. The fourth need for a man is domestic support.

a. He needs peace and quiet at home

b. He needs his home to be a safe place he WANTS to come home to
E. The fifth need of a man is admiration.

a. He needs her to be proud of him.

b. Wives need to learn how to express the admiration they already feel for their husbands instead of pressuring them to greater achievements.

c. Honest admiration is a great motivator for men.

d. When a woman tells a man she thinks he's wonderful, that inspires him to achieve more.

e. He sees himself capable of handling new responsibilities and perfecting skills far above those of his present level.

3. Dr. Harley wrote His Needs/Her Needs to married couple on how to avoid adultery

A. There are Five Basic Needs Each
B. If any of a spouse's five basic needs go unmet, that person becomes vulnerable to the temptation of an affair

C. A good way to help prevent adultery is to meet the needs of your spouse and make your marriage strong.

V. Ministry Time
1. s I have already said

A. There is resident within each one of you seeds of greatness.

B. Why would any of you settle for mediocrity?

C. Gal. 5:1 – It is freedom that Christ set you free. Do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.

D. Too many generations of men before us have submitted to a yoke of slavery called mediocrity and compromise.

E. Do not be numbered among such men.

2. Let’s Pray & Then Let me pray for each of you

A. Repentance

B. God’s Heart for the women in our lives

C. Courage to Step it Up Spiritually

D. Take responsibility for our lives

E. Be the men we were created to be

