Burning Man 2010
1 Open Bibles to Matthew 5:14-16
A In two and a half weeks Nadine and I leave for Burning Man and today I want to talk about it.
a What is Burning Man

b Why I go to Burning Man

c How you can help us with Burning Man

B Read & Pray: Matthew 5:14-16 

a In his sermon on the mount, Jesus said…
i "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.

b I LOVE the way the Message puts this…

i 14-16"Here's another way to put it: You're here to be light, bringing out the God-colors in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We're going public with this, as public as a city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, you don't think I'm going to hide you under a bucket, do you? I'm putting you on a light stand. Now that I've put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine! Keep open house; be generous with your lives. By opening up to others, you'll prompt people to open up with God, this generous Father in heaven.
ii It describes well what we do at burning man

· We are light in the darkness bring out the God colors… in the world.

II What is Burning Man

1 Burning Man was born in the cultural underground of San Francisco in the 1980s, the festival has become the largest counter- cultural event in North America. 
A Burning Man is the largest pagan festival in the United States. 

a It’s a place where people come to express themselves free of judgment
b Just about anything goes at Burning Man

B Approximately 50,000 people gather annually the last week of August in the Black Rock desert of Nevada about 2 hours north of Reno.
2 History of Burning Man

A What began with 20 people in 1986 has grown to a high of almost 50,000 in 2008 and over 43,000 in 2009

B Burning Man is radical

a It’s a radical art festival
i Massive displays out in the desert flats

b It’s a radical demonstration of self expression and self reliance
c At night It’s a radical party

d In the day time it’s a placed filled with radical spiritual seekers

e And it takes place in one of the most radical and extreme locations in North America…
i …an ancient lakebed, known as the playa
C In 1995 they began have given each year’s event a theme… including

a Good & Evil in 1995

b Beyond Belief in 2003

c The Vault of heaven in 2005

d Hope & Fear in 2006

e The Green Man in 2007 (my first burn)

f The American Dream in 2008 (my second burn)

g And this year’s there is Metropolis

D Who attends Burning Man? Statistically speaking…
a 67% are between 21-40 years old

b 69% are college graduates

c 43% make over $50K a year

d 54% male, 40% female, 6% no response… hmmm?

3 For a lot more information on Burning Man check out

A www.burningman.com or

B http://dustandillusions.com/
a It’s documentary on the history of burning man by Oliver Bonin
b There  is a movie trailer and a couple of clips
4 Our History with Burning Man
A The name of our camp is Spirit Dream Interpretation Cafe

a Our camp's history is rooted in what some others have done. One of those people is Randy Bohlender.  Randy (a then pastor with IHOP) came to Burning Man in 2000 with a handful of people.

i He went to hand out 5000 bottles of water as a prophetic expression of what God wanted to do – 
· bring water to dry places in people’s lives. 
· Also to learn how to engage the people there. 
b John Paul sent a team of seven to join Randy in 2004. That team included Recie Saunders, Scott Evelyn and Rob Mazza. 

i Randy liked what he saw in us and handed the camp over to them at the end of that year
ii In 2007 (my first year) Recie and Scott passed the baton to Rob Mazza and Lisa Matschek

c Since 2004 the Streams team has grown from seven to over forty

i With more than a hundred participants

ii I’m honored to be numbered among them

B Our team

a Has given out as many as 20,000 bottles of water a year
b We offer dream interpretation, life readings , free espresso and so much more
c We love people extravagantly, most of who have never been loved before

d Out there we have become known as the mothers and fathers of the playa

i A very high honor that we greatly respect and do not take lightly

III Why I go to Burning Man

1 Because I LOVE loving on the burners!

2 I’m a seed planter and these people are my mission field

A In 1 Corinthians 3:5-9 Saint Paul said…

a 5What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. 7So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 8The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labor. 9For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.
B Some pastor’s are called to the harvest

a I’m called to plant the seeds

b I LOVE doing it

c I have great faith for it

i Isaiah 55:10-11 faith

d And without the seeds planted, guess what… there will never be anything to harvest!

i Isaiah 55:10-11

10 As the rain and the snow 
       come down from heaven, 
       and do not return to it 
       without watering the earth 
       and making it bud and flourish, 
       so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,

 11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 
       It will not return to me empty, 
       but will accomplish what I desire 
       and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.

3 Missions

A I’ve never been on a traditional mission trip to places like Africa, India or Mexico

a But this will be my third trip back to the counter culture of Black Rock City

b A humanistic pagan mission field is there ever was one

B This is my mission field

a It’s where I get to be bright light in the very heart of darkness
b Not a Marine on the frontlines but a paratrooper dropped in the center of enemy territory

IV Let me show you some pictures (Show Videos)
1 A picture’s worth a thousand words

2 2 brief videos produced by one our 2008 team members
3 The first one is a general overview of what happens at Burning Man

4 The Second is pictures of the encounters we have

5 I’ll add some commentary as they play

V How you can help with Burning Man

1 Intercession

A Every team member has to have a personal intercessor

a Ginnie has agreed to be ours

b We would be delighted if the rest of you would keep us covered in prayer as well

B It’s Hard

a Hot, Dirty, Messy
b Porta Potties

c Not showers for a week

d Long difficult travel

e Intense encounters

f Intense warfare

g Please PRAY
C We’ll be gone from August 25th till about September 7

a We are helping drive our own mutant vehicle across the county and back

b Giant Shopping Cart called “The Blue Light Special”

2 Gifting – 

A Bracelets

B Necklaces

3 Giving

A Burning Man is about as expensive as any other mission trip

B Tickets to enter were over $200 each

C It costs $1000 a couple to join the team (cover expenses)

D Plus the cost of personal equipment

E And travel expenses

F I think it will cost us about $2,500 this year

G If you felt inspired to help us with the cost we would be grateful

VI Guest book (Show Power Point Here)
1 Let me end with this…

A Guest Book excerpts

B Comments right after their encounter with us

C This is why I go
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Slide 1

This was exactly what I needed. Why I come back to Burning Man each year. A community that holds the space for others to grow and come into their own.

Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

- Raven
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Thank you for a wonderful experience in connecting with Jesus. I feel my feet are stronger and my heart is warmer. Thank you healers who sat by me as I broke down, and felt a new kind of love.
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Thank you for reminding me life is good. That I can love myself which will make me love others more. I know who I am.
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Thank you so much for the “other” side of what Burning Man is all about. The quiet, specified side of things for reminding me of the great abundance of what is out there. You guys are so special and wonderful.

Thank you for being here!!! 

- Dupree
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Last year I waited and missed you guys and it taught me about intention and importance. Your energy and love and grace and insight and beauty and support is the thing I most look forward to in my entire week. I’ve sent others and they’ve been blessed abundantly. So incredibly thankful to you for your presence and truth. 

Thank you Godfather and Songbird and the entire flock of angels! 
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Thank you Godfather, your impeccable insight was dead on and perfect to my feelings and my continued journey of enlightenment. I’ve always believed in trusting my instincts, right or wrong and hopefully inspiring and learning from others along the way. Thank you for sharing words of comfort and peace. 

- Michael Horwitz, Los Angeles
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Wow, what a blessing I have just received from Godfather and Songbird. I felt as though they looked into my soul and told me everything I needed to hear. I feel so blessed and I can’t express enough appreciation for the guidance I have received. There really are no words for it. Love joyful blessings,

- Lacey V.
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Incredible experience . . . the gal out front said you would change my life and you have. I will continue to connect with the creator and stay on my path. Namaste.

- Playa Kat
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Brennan – Navigator – Love – Gift – Voyager

They say the best things in life are free . . . how can this be more true today? How can something so valuable as this connection to the Divine Light be so freely given? You are such beautiful fellow ripples on the ocean, reflecting such sparkle to us. Blessings to you.
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Totally fantastic. I feel I found myself. I feel free.

- Emma
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Godfather –

You are an amazing guide – thank you for opening up my walls and letting me fly to my great potential. I have a reason to live again. I won’t forget!

- Kimmi
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Godfather,

Amazing. I’m so incredibly grateful. He was point on and when he put his hands against my belly I felt a stream or energy and relief. My whole posture changed. I was no longer bloated. What a gift. Love is what comes to mind.

- Shara
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It’s taken me a long time to get here and when I find people like you, I realize how beautiful life is. I thank you for your words, for healing me and freeing me. I don’t know how to word these emotions I’m feeling right now. So I think I’ll just leave it for now. You will forever be in my heart. Eyes of kindness . . . 

Thank you! Kit (akit)
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I’ve been searching for people like you. I’ve been searching for this place, Burning Man. It’s been filling up inside of me, an excitement that I knew I would find, no matter who laughed or doubted the existence of this world. I am a very open minded and loving person and I want to share this and find others who feel this way. You guys gave me so much love and hope in that short moment in time. I am filled. I am blessed. I am hopeful!! Love is my religion. 

- Addie (Lady Sunshine)

Slide 15

Thank you for remind me who I am and what I’m here for. My and soul glows.

- Daniel Bratta
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Well who would of thunk it?  These people are really real. Thaks, thanks, thanks. 

- John Goetz aka Bear
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I feel inspired. I feel loved. I feel respected and nurtured. So much love and gratitude. My heart to yours.

- Dhyana
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You know me better than my friends.
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It was the most helpful healing I have ever had. I was taken to a place I have not ever visited. I felt a true caring and warmth from al these women. I felt release from the bondage of the past and a new direction to move forward and live. Thank you.

- Ernie
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I came here today for a cleansing, connection and clarity. That is what I found.
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I’m not going to lie. I was skeptical coming in here but it turned out to be exactly what I needed. I have been searching for clarity for so long and I think I finally have it. Thank you so much.

- Liz
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Hearing so many kind, positive words was a new experience for me, as my life if full of criticism. Thank you for helping me realize that I am worth more than what people tell me I am. 

- Rachel.

2 THIS is why I go, Let’s pray.

