Destiny and God’s Unusual Ways (Mosaic)

I. Intro
1. Open Bibles to Isaiah 55:6-11
A. For the month of April Phill and I have been preaching on the topic of Destiny.
B. This morning I want to briefly look at five major biblical characters and God’s unusual ways of interacting with them on the path to their destinies
a. Moses, Gideon, Abraham, David and Jesus
C. Our God is amazing; He loves you lavishly and extravagantly. This morning I want to help you know him and his unusual ways better. 
a. As Saint Paul prayed in Ephesians 1:17
b. “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.”

2. Read & Pray Isaiah 55:6-11
6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; 
       call on him while he is near.
 7 Let the wicked forsake his way 
       and the evil man his thoughts. 
       Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him, 
       and to our God, for he will freely pardon.
 8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
       neither are your ways my ways," 
       declares the LORD.
 9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
       so are my ways higher than your ways 
       and my thoughts than your thoughts.
 10 As the rain and the snow 
       come down from heaven, 
       and do not return to it 
       without watering the earth 
       and making it bud and flourish, 
       so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,
 11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 
       It will not return to me empty, 
       but will accomplish what I desire 
       and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.
A. Verse 6 is powerfully significant right now
a. I believe we are living in an Isaiah 55:6 season
b. Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near.
c. The veil is thin between heaven and earth
B. But today I want to focus on verses 8-9
 8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
       neither are your ways my ways," 
       declares the LORD.
 9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
       so are my ways higher than your ways 
       and my thoughts than your thoughts.
2. Verses 8-9 have been life lessons for me
A. NY, WV, WA, TX and back in NY
a. Everyday seems to include additional Isaiah 55:8-9 lessons

3. Implications of verses 8-9
A. If his thoughts are not our thought who’s thinking needs to change?
a. Mine does
b. Yours does
B. If his ways are not our ways who’s ways need to change?
a. My ways
b. Your ways
c. Our ways
C. How much higher are the heavens above the earth?
a. Infinitely Higher
D. If we want to fulfill our God given destiny, we need to yield our ways and thoughts about our lives to God’s ways and thoughts about us.

II. Let’s consider God’s unusual ways in the lives of our Biblical heroes
1. Moses
A. Unusual Preparation for the great Hebrew Emancipator
a. 40 years in Egypt
i. Raised by his cultural enemies
ii. In an ungodly place
b. 40 years in exile, in the desert as a fugitive for murder
i. He’s got to be thinking
· I’ve missed God
· I’m too old
· I’m a murder and a fugitive
· Got to be thinking I’m a loser, a failure
· In THAT place God calls him to be a deliver for his people
· YOU have NOT been disqualified!
B. Unusual Call
a. Burning Bush
b. Called to service as an 80 year old
c. God says: Here take this stick and tell them I AM sent you
C. Unusual Service
a. Consider the parting of the Red Sea
i. God sent them to that specific location (Exodus 14:1-2)
· Between the Sea and the most powerful army of the day
ii. Then God hardened Pharaoh‘s heart and sent him after them
iii. It wasn’t Moses’ disobedience that Got him into these impossible circumstance but rather it was his obedience.
· In those impossible circumstances, divinely orchestrated by God…
· God did a God sized thing
D. What does it mean for us?
a. His ways are not our ways
i. His ways may often offend our sense of logic, reason and fairness
b. If he operated this way with Moses, what might he do with us?
2. Consider Gideon
A. Gideon’s Back Story - context
a. Israel did evil in the eyes of the Lord and for seven years where under sever oppression from the Midianites
B. Gideon’s Call
a. Romans 4:17 tells us that God calls things that are not as though they are 
i. That’s exactly what God did with Gideon
ii. Calls him a mighty warrior while he’s in a hole hiding from his enemies
· The Lord is with you mighty warrior
b. Gideon’s mission (Judges 6:14)
i. "Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian's hand. Am I not sending you?"
c. Gideon’s response…
i. "how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family."
ii. Two Perspectives
· God is saying look at who is sending you
· Gideon is saying look at who you’re sending
C. Gideon’s Army
a. Bigger is not always better in God’s Kingdom
b. 32,000 to 10,000 to 300 – without conventional weapons
i. You never see this story in church growth books
ii. Trumpets + Torches in jars = Victory
iii. Judges 6:16 "I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites…"
· And that’s exactly what happened
· They blew their trumpets, smashed the jars, shouted and the enemy killed one another
D. His ways are not our ways
a. It makes we wonder what wild and seemingly crazy thing God might ask us, The Mosaic Vineyard do?
b. His ways are very different than our ways
c. His ways WILL offend our logic, reason, and understanding
d. Little is much in His hands
i. God doesn’t need our resources
ii. He wants our yes

3. Abraham
A. I love Abraham!
B. Abraham and Sarah – God’s little helpers
a. You know the story: God’s promise – a son
b. Abraham’s Test: laying down the promise
C. What does this mean for us?
a. Like Abraham, God may call you to leave your home
i. The land of your birth
ii. Your extended family
iii. All that is familiar and comfortable
b. God may only give you general direction
i. Go to Canaan
ii. And it may take a long time and many stops to get there
· It might take a VERY long time to get there
c. God may give you a promise and fulfill it only AFTER it is beyond your strength and power to bring it to pass
i. Abe 100, Sarah 90
d. God may ask you to give up, give away or lay down the very promise he gave you
e. And the fulfillment of the promises may look very different than your expectation
i. One Son
ii. Tell Pastors meeting story
f. The mixture of His ways and our ways in NOT a good thing
i. To this day we live with the ramifications of Abraham and Sarah’s mixture
g. His ways are not our ways.

4. David
A. David’s Back Story
a. King Saul was rejected for mixing his way with God’s ways
b. That mixture cost Saul the anointing and the throne
i. Even though he held the position for another 15 years
ii. Listen to me:
· God may give you anointing without position to test your character and integrity but you never want to have a position without the anointing of God and the favor of God.

B. David’s Call
a. God Chose David
b. Jesse (David’s father) had all his sons pass before Samuel, all except David
i. When the great prophet Samuel looked for the future leader of God's people, he was impressed with Jesse's sons, the ones who were handsome, strong, and charismatic — perfect for the job. 
· But the Lord rejected them in favor of someone too young and too inexperienced to even be invited to the meeting.
· Man looks on the outside, God looks at the heart
ii. God’s ways are not our ways.

C. David’s Battle with Goliath
a. David reject’s Saul’s armor
i. You can’t put new wine into an old wine skin
b. 1 Samuel 17:48 tells us that David ran to the battle
i. And defeated a well equipped, experienced warrior with a slingshot and passionate confidence in his God
c. God may send a boy to do a man’s job
i. Never underestimate the impact of the anointing
ii. An anointed boy is more than enough to defeat a well equipped, experienced gigantic solider
iii. God’s ways are not our ways
· God’s ways will offend our logic, reason and understanding
· We would never send an unarmed boy into such a battle
· But that was exactly what God did… And it worked
D. I’m convinced that God’s ways are NOT our ways
a. If we want the God of Abraham, Moses, Gideon & David to work in our lives we have to…
b. Lay down our preconceived notions of how things ought to operate and begin to expect the unexpected

III. Jesus is Out of the Box!
1. So very much of his life is unexpected and unconventional.
A. The incarnation
a. It is beyond our comprehension how profoundly great the sacrifice was that Jesus would limit himself to human form
b. Would you become a cockroach to save a colony of roaches?
B. Virgin birth
a. Seemingly illegitimate by everyone in Mary’s community
b. Born in a manger vs. The Embassy Suites or LIJ Medical Center
C. The disciples he choose vs. the world’s best and brightest
a. If we wanted to change the world wouldn’t we begin with the world’s smartest, most successful and creative forward thinkers?
b. Wouldn’t we look for the most powerful, the most influential and the wealthiest leaders we could find?
c. No, he picks a rag tag team of guys including fishermen, tax collectors and a thief.
i. He gathers a hand full of friends - pours his life into them and then uses them to change the world!
D. His interactions with the religious leaders of his day vs. his interactions with tax collectors, prostitutes and women caught in the very act of adultery
a. He called the Scribes and Pharisees 
i. “White washed tombs filled with dead men’s bones”
ii. As well as “snakes and a broad of vipers”
· Read Matthew 23 for yourselves
iii. But he ate at the tax collector’s house where other “tax collectors and sinners” ate with them. See Matthew Chapter 9
E. In John 6 Jesus Feeds 5,000 People with a boy’s lunch
a. Then tells the crowd (his disciples)
i. "I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 55For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 56Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him.
b. Verse 66 says that “From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.”
i. Thousands of people!
c. Not only did Jesus let them go, he turned to the 12 in the next verse and says… “do you want to leave too?
i. No pastor in America would do this
ii. People, I tell you that His ways are not our ways
F. The Cross?
a. Not one of us would have chosen the cross
b. Not one of us would have withstood the brutal beating before the cross when was within our power to stop it
G. And consider who Jesus passes the baton to
a. Those who abandoned him in his hour of greatest need
b. Those who publically denied him
c. Those who ran away when the going got tough
d. People just like you and me
e. His ways are NOT our ways

IV.  Jesus and John the Baptist
1. Let’s finish up by looking at Jesus and John the Baptist from Luke 7
A. 18 Then the disciples of John reported to him concerning all these things. 19 And John, calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to Jesus, saying, “Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?” 20 When the men had come to Him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to You, saying, ‘Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?’” 21 And that very hour He cured many of infirmities, afflictions, and evil spirits; and to many blind He gave sight. 22 Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and tell John the things you have seen and heard: that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the gospel preached to them. 23 And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.”

2. The Back Story
A. John the Baptist and Jesus are second cousins
B. Their mothers, Mary and Elizabeth are cousins
C. Jesus and John the Baptist most likely grew up together
D. John is the prophetic forerunner
a. The voice crying in the desert, prepare the way of the Lord
b. John the Baptist is the on who said in Matthew 3:11
i. I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
c. It’s John who baptizes Jesus and publically announces that Jesus is The One – John 1:29-30
i. 29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is the one I meant when I said, 'A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.'
E. Not long after this John is imprisoned for preaching against Herod the Tetrarch – the governmental ruler of Galilee
a. Which brings us to Luke 7

3. Jesus is not meeting John The Baptist’s Expectations
A. John’s in Prison
a. This is a nasty place, a dungeon
B. And Jesus has NOT gotten him out of prison
a. Hey, what about Luke 4:18-19 (Isaiah 61)
i. 18"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
      because he has anointed me 
      to preach good news to the poor. 
   He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
      and recovery of sight for the blind, 
   to release the oppressed, 
    19to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."
b. If I’m John I’m ready for some of that “freedom for the prisoners” part!
c. They are cousins, they’re family, they grew up together they ministered together and now John is questioning
i. “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?” 
C. What happened?
John’s circumstances have changed.
a. John is incarcerated and Jesus hasn’t even made a prison visit
b. So now John questions if Jesus really is The one
i. and what is Jesus’ response?
c. 22 Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and tell John the things you have seen and heard: that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the gospel preached to them. 23 And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.” 

4. What Jesus didn’t do
A. I find it interesting to note what Jesus didn’t do
a. He didn’t apologize, justify or excuse his behavior
i. Oh cuz, I’m so sorry…
ii. The ministry is so demanding… 
iii. The disciples have all these issues…
iv. Sorry I haven’t visited… 
v. I’ll have Dad pull a few strings and have you out by morning!
B. Instead he send this message
a. the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the gospel preached to them.
i. Oh yeah and…
· 23 “…blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.” 
b. Seriously, seriously?
i. Blessed is he who is not OFFENDED because of me?
c. Blessed is he who is not offended because of me…
d. Offend = skandalizō (scon-del-lee-zo)
i. What does that sound like?
· Yep, scandalize
ii. It’s Greek and it means: 
· “to put a stumbling block or impediment in the way, upon which another may trip and fall, metaph. to offend”
e. Luke 7:23 (Amplified Bible)
i. 23And blessed (happy - with life-joy and satisfaction in God's favor and salvation, apart from outward conditions - and to be envied) is he who takes no offense in Me and who is not hurt or resentful or annoyed or repelled or made to stumble [whatever may occur].

V. Application: 
1. So what can we learn from this?
A. On the path to our personal and corporate destinies we can expect that God’s ways will offend our logic, reason and understanding
B. Just because he’s Lord of our lives does not mean we are immune from being offended by him
C. His ways really AREN’T our ways
D. Think about that right now
a. What is your way, your plan, your expectation – it really might not be God’s way

2. So, If he goes outside the box – follow him out there!
a. Unlike John the Baptist - Let us be Unoffendable
b. Especially when comes to the ways Jesus is working in our lives

3. Three Closing Thoughts Concerning Your Destiny
A. The way of faith is to ask WHAT before we ask HOW
a. Asking how first would never have defeated the Midianities for Gideon or the Egyptians for Moses
b. God’s WHAT may frighten us
c. God’s HOW may confuse us
d. But God’s WAY will amaze us
e. Asking how BEFORE what gives you the best that man can offer
f. Asking what before how sets you up for God sized things
B. Passion is homing device to destiny
a. Godly passion is your built in from the manufacturer GPS homing device to your Destiny
b. Follow your God given passions
C. Two Truths
a. Tom Zawacki’s Two Undeniable Truths of the Universe
b. #1 God is Good
c. #2 God loves me
d. Everything else begins at number 3
e. It is The foundation of trust in God
f. Without trust we will never yield our ways to His ways.

4. Ministry Time
A. Let’s stand
B. Let’s pray
C. Come Holy Spirit
a. Pray for Divine Destiny
b. Pray for Trust
c. Pray to yield our ways to God’s ways
d. Pray for passion
