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I.  Intro:
1.  Open Bibles to Revelation 5:11-14

2.  A few weeks ago I began a new series of messages on the Charlottetown Vineyard’s Ethos and Values
A.  I told you that an ethos is:
a. “The distinctive character, spirit, and attitudes of a people, a culture or an era.”

3.  We have 4 distinctives to our ethos and they are:
A.  Passion: 
a. We are passionate people; we love God, people and life passionately.
B.  Freedom: 
a. It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. We are exploring the fullness of that freedom and living in it out as best we can.
C.  Spirit: 
a. We are not content to live an intellectual and academic faith only; we want to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit. We want to know God personally, intimately and experientially.
D.  Destiny: 
a. We want to fulfill our God given destiny and help other do the same.

4.  And I identified 4 values, they are:
A.  Worship: 
a. That touches the heart of God and inspires His people.
i.  My highest personal value
B.  The Word: 
a. Our standard, inerrant, and Divinely inspired.
C.  Relationship: 
a. Friendships that are authentic, gracious, loving, and trustworthy.
D.  Reaching Out: 
a. Giving what we've got to who we can, no strings attached.
i.  Over the coming weeks I will speak on each

5.  Last week we took a look the fourth distinctive of our ethos: Destiny
A.  I offered clear biblical evidence that God had forethought concerning our lives 
a. And therefore, we have a divine destiny
B.  I told you it matters that it matters be it’s proof that God cares about us – about you.
C.  I exhorted you passionately to pursue that God give destiny
a. To that end I told you to 
i.  Follow your godly passions
ii.  Listen to the voice of God and follow where he leads
iii.  And that it’s not too late
· That God has factored our stupidity into our destiny
· To quote Larry Randolph
b. That completed a look at the four distinctives of our ethos
i.  Passion, Freedom, Spirit and Destiny

6.  Today I will begin a look at our four values
A.  With a look at the first value: Worship
B.  Read and Pray: Revelation 5:11-14
a. Close your eyes and let yourself enter into the scene as I read
i.  Saint John tells us:
11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud voice they were saying:
“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,
    to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength
    and honor and glory and praise!”
13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, saying:
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
    be praise and honor and glory and power,
for ever and ever!”
14 The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped.
C.  Pray… Oh Lord, give us a heavenly understanding of worship today
a. Such a powerful picture
i.  OK, let’s take a look at worship

II.  Worship
1.  What is worship?
A.  Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words states:
a. That the most common word for worship in the New Testament is:
i.  Proskyneō (pros-coo-nay-oo) meaning: 
· "to pay respect to, or to do reverence to"
· From two Greek words:
· Pros meaning “towards” 
· And kuneo meaning "to kiss" 
· It is the act of homage or reverence
· Think bowing to kiss a hand, a ring, or someone’s feet.
· It’s a humble act f great honor and respect
B.  Strong’s Concordance tells us that the most common Hebrew word for worship is “shachah” (sha-ka)
a. Meaning to bow down, prostrate oneself before God in worship
i.  Ancient Hebrew defines “shachah as:
· To pay homage to another by bowing low or getting on your knees with your face to the ground.
C.  Merriam Webster’s Dictionary defines worship 4 ways:
a. The one that best suits our discussion is this:
i.  Reverence offered a divine being or supernatural power; 
· Also:  an act of expressing such reverence
b. Webster’s also offers this:
i.  A form of religious practice with its creed and ritual
· In some denominations, the word worship refers to the entirety of the Sunday morning church service.


2.  What do I mean when I use the word worship?
A.  I’m speaking of adoration and affection expressed to God
a. It can be expressed privately or publicly
i.  By yourself or in a group
· With or without musical accompaniment
B.  But mostly, for the context of this message…
a. I am referring to the singing portion of our group gatherings
i.  Specifically, at our Sunday morning services
· What we just finished a few minutes ago

3.  Why worship?
A.  Simply because our God is worthy to be praised
a. The awesomeness of his majesty
i.  The awe and wonder of his nature
· The magnificence of his love, mercy and grace toward us
· Makes Him vastly more than worthy of our praise
B.  Because it is the activity of heaven
a. The verses I opened up with from Revelation 5 make that clear
i.  But there is more
· Listen to the words of Revelation 4 and once again allow yourself to enter into the scene
· The Apostle John speaking says:

After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.” 2 At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it. 3 And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper and ruby. A rainbow that shone like an emerald encircled the throne. 4 Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads. 5 From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder. In front of the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the seven spirits of God. 6 Also in front of the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal.
In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back. 7 The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle. 8 Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under its wings. Day and night they never stop saying:
“‘Holy, holy, holy
is the Lord God Almighty,’
who was, and is, and is to come.”
9 Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say:
11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God,
    to receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things,
    and by your will they were created
    and have their being.”
b. Wow, so incredibly powerful!
i.  I can’t wait to join in with this very worship around the throne.
C.  Why worship? 
a. Because it is one of the primary ways that we experience the presence of God
i.  This is the main reason why worship is my highest personal value.
b. Psalm 100 makes this point perfectly!
Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.
2     Worship the LORD with gladness;
    come before him with joyful songs.
3 Know that the LORD is God.
    It is he who made us, and we are his;
    we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving
    and his courts with praise;
    give thanks to him and praise his name.
5 For the LORD is good and his love endures forever;
    his faithfulness continues through all generations.
c. I want to experience the manifest presence of God
i.  And I want to help others experience the manifest presence of God
· Worship helps us to get us from here to there
d. There is something uniquely special about worship
i.  God in his great grace blesses us as we worship him
· As we worship Him he blesses us in return
D.  Why Worship?
a. Because in it God has the power to wiggle past all of our defenses and touch the deepest places in our hearts
i.  Tell the story of turning off my feelings and not being able to turn them back on
· OK, I’ve defined what worship is
· And explained from my perspective at least some of the reasons why we worship
· Now let’s take a look at how we worship

4.  How do we worship?
A.  History and architecture of church
a. Catholic: Eucharist centric service
i.  Ornate alters with a service centered around communion
b. Protestant: Preaching centric service
i.  Huge, ornate pulpits
· The preaching of the word was the highlight of the service
c. Charismatic: Worship centric service
i.  Gone are the alters and gigantic pulpits
· Replaced by sound equipment, music stands and instruments
d. This is part of our Vineyard heritage
i.  Long before Bethel Worship or Jesus Culture or Hillsong there was Vineyard Music
· We introduced this style of worship to the world
· We were the forerunners
· What began as an exclusively “Spirit-filled” style of worship can now be found in nearly all churches across the theological spectrum.
· Worship bands with guitars, drums, keyboards, sounds systems and video projectors instead of hymnals began with us.
ii.  It was and is foundational to my personal spiritual journey
· And I know to many of yours as well
· Speaking of the Vineyard…
· Listen to this…

5.  This is what the Vineyard USA Website says about worship:
A.  God is eager to be known and experienced by all. We believe that God is searching for lost humanity in order to draw us into intimate relationship with Himself. In response to God’s initiative, we value the life-changing power of the experience of His presence.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
B.  The primary place where that relationship is nurtured and developed is in the act of worship–both private and corporate. So, experience-based worship is the central activity of all that we do in the Vineyard. It is worship that causes all else that we do to become an act of worship. We experience God’s presence as a palpable reality when we worship. As we worship we become increasingly sensitive and responsive to the Spirit’s presence so that we can do as Jesus did: “See what the Father is doing,” (john 5:19) and support His work with our lives.

C.  The experience of God flowing out of a life of worship affects all aspects of our life so that all division between the secular and the sacred vanish. We believe that the Spirit distributes His gifts to us resulting in prophecy, prayer languages, healing, miracles and many other gifts as we joyfully experience His presence.
a. Just one of the many reasons I love the Vineyard!


6.  Before I close let me say a few words about leading worship
A.  I was a worship leader long before I pastored my own church
a. I have been leading worship for more than 30 years now
i.  Over that time, I’ve learned a few things:
B.  I’ve learned that:
a. If I sing, the people will sing
i.  However, If I worship, they will worship
· That there is a profound difference between preforming a song and worshipping God
b. I’ve learned that is a corporate setting the sound guy and the people operating the PowerPoint slides are just as important and the singers and musicians
i.  A sound guy can make you or break you
· Same thing with the PowerPoint presentation
· Done well and you never even notice them
· Done poorly and the sights and sounds can actually be a distraction to corporate worship
· You guys are priceless
· And I appreciate all of you!
c. I’ve always envisioned the role of a worship leader as a door man
i.  I open the door that allows you to enter into the presence of God
· If I do my job well, you won’t notice me either
· Your entire gaze will be fixed on the magnificence of our amazing God
· It’s all about Him!
d. I’ve learned that the goal is simply this:
i.  The Presence of God
· To that end I usually have a progression of songs that will take us from:
· Gathering to praise
· And from praise to intimacy 
· Then stay intimate for as long as possible
· Remembering that the Holy Spirit is allowed to edit at anytime
ii.  It’s like cupping water in your hands
· Too lose and it slips away
· Too tight and you squeeze it out
e. And finally, intimate public worship is cultivated by intimate times of private worship
i.  It’s absolutely not a performance
· It’s a service
· It’s a high honor and privilege
· Let’s pray

III.  Ministry Time
1.  Words of knowledge
A.  Please share
2.  Need help to worship
A.  Please come up for prayer
3.  Do you feel called to be a worship leader?
A.  Please come up for prayer
4.  Need prayer for anything at all
A.  Please come forward
5.  Final song
