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I.  Intro:
1.  Open Bibles to John 17

2.  A few weeks ago I began a new series of messages on the Charlottetown Vineyard’s Ethos and Values
A. I told you that an ethos is:
a. “The distinctive character, spirit, and attitudes of a people, a culture or an era.”

3.  We have 4 distinctives to our ethos and they are:
A. Passion: 
a. We are passionate people; we love God, people and life passionately.
B. Freedom: 
a. It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. We are exploring the fullness of that freedom and living in it out as best we can.
C. Spirit: 
a. We are not content to live an intellectual and academic faith only; we want to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit. We want to know God personally, intimately and experientially.
D. Destiny: 
a. We want to fulfill our God given destiny and help other do the same.

4.  And I identified 4 values, they are:
A. Worship: 
a. That touches the heart of God and inspires His people.
i.  My highest personal value
B. The Word: 
a. Our standard, inerrant, and Divinely inspired.
C. Relationship: 
a. Friendships that are authentic, gracious, loving, and trustworthy.
D. Reaching Out: 
a. Giving what we've got to who we can, no strings attached.
i.  Over the past few weeks I have been speaking on each

5.  Last week we took a look at our third value: Relationships
A. I told you that we have been commanded to love as Jesus loves
a. That love was THE distinguishing characteristic of discipleship
i.  It is THE proof that we are followers of Jesus
B. I told you that the very origin of relationship and love itself is found in the Trinity
a. That love exists because it first existed between the Father, Son and Spirit
C. I told you that we value relationships that are:
a. Authentic, gracious, loving, and trustworthy
D. And I offered some practical tips
a. Circles of Relationship
b. Paul, Barnabas and Timothy type Relationships
c. Intimacy is painful and messy but worth the price
d. Three Phases of any Relationship
i.   Superficial, Familiar, Intimate
· Bridges of Conflict
e. We looked at Matthew 18
i.  What to do if a brother sins against you
E. And I clarified the relational differences between:
a. Forgiveness, reconciliation and trust

6.  Today I will finish up this series with a look at our fourth value: Outreach
A. Read and Pray: John 17:13-19
a. Jesus is praying…

“I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.
B. This is a portion of Jesus’ Hight Priestly prayer
a. Here Son is speaking with Father
i.  And he says of us in verse 18:
· As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.
C. We have been sent by God
a. In Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus states it this way:
i.  Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
ii.  We have been sent into the world
· Just as the Father sent the Son
iii.  And we have been commissioned to GO to all nations
· By Jesus’ authority
· And with the promise that he would ALWAYS be with us
iv.  And we have been empowered by the Holy Spirit to do it
· In Acts 1:4-5, 8 the resurrected Jesus said to his friends:
· On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” “… But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
D. There are many ways of fulfilling this commission
a. One way is outreach
i.  Giving what we’ve got to who we can…
· No strings attached.

II.  Outreach
1.  What do I mean by outreach?
A. Is it evangelism?
a. Not necessarily 
i.  But it may help people get further along on their spiritual journeys 
B. Is it church growth?
a. Not really
i.  But sometimes it can help a church grow spiritually as well as numerically 
C. Outreach is selfless
a. It is other focused
i.  It is reaching out to others without agenda or ulterior motives
· It is giving what we’ve got to who we can…
· No strings attached
D. I think the church makes a mistake
a. It does itself and others a great dis-service
i.  When it confuses, or combines evangelism, church growth and evangelism.
b. All three are valuable and important
i.  But they are absolutely NOT the same
· Let me explain

2.  What is Evangelism: 
A. It’s the name given to the activity of helping someone begin a relationship with Christ
B. The word evangelism isn’t found in the bible
a. The word evangelist is found 3 times
i.  All by Saint Paul
· In Acts 21:8 when referring to the house of:
· “Phillip the Evangelist”
· In 2 Timothy 4:5 when Paul is exhorting Timothy to: 
· “Do the work of an evangelist”
· And in Ephesians 4:11 listed among the five-fold gifts:
· “So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers…”
b. The same Greek word is used all three times
i.  Euaggelistēs (you-onga-lease-taste)
· Meaning: "a messenger of good"
· It’s made of two words
· Eu (you) meaning: "well," 
· And angelos: from which we get the word angel, meaning: "a messenger"
ii.  So, an evangelist is a messenger of good news
· Or more specifically a messenger of THE good news
C. Let me note here that from Jesus perspective evangelism and discipleship were one and the same seamless process called friendship
a. It was clearly within the paradigm of friendship that Jesus…
i.  Connected relationally with the likes of Peter, James and John
· And those friends learned the ways of Jesus ways by hanging out with him
· By spending time together and enjoying shared experiences
ii.  Can you see that?
· It’s not so much a finely tuned program as it is a shared journey
· They did life together and in the process, on the journey, became more like Jesus
· That’s evangelism

3.  What is Church Growth?
A. Church growth is something entirely different
a. It might or it might not be the result of those shared journeys
i.  Church growth is simply a strategy for increasing church attendance and participation
· A worthy endeavor for sure
· But something completely other than the relationship I just defined as evangelism
B. In 2017 Anyone can grow a church
a. All you need is enough time, energy and money to set up:
i.  An outstanding worship band
· Including quality audio and visual systems
ii.  World class children’s ministry
iii.  Culturally relevant youth group
iv.  A dynamic public speaker for senior pastor
v.  And all housed in an impressive facility
vi.  Throw in some effective TV, radio or print advertising and you’re good to go
· Do those things and you are sure to draw a crowd
· And there’s absolutely nothing wrong with any of that
· It’s just something very different than evangelism as I’ve defined it… 
· Or outreach

4.  What is Outreach?
A. Outreach is simply a “God Touch”
a. It is a spiritual nudge in the God direction
i.  Anybody ever play pool?
· Ever make one of those trick shots where one ball hits another ball which hits another ball that finally hits your ball into the corner pocket?
· That’s out reach
ii.  God’s holding the cue stick
· You’re his cue ball and he uses you to GENTLY nudge someone into his pocket.
B. We had the super bowl last week
a. What a game, what a comeback!
i.  Let me use a football analogy
· If a touchdown, if crossing the goal line represents someone entering into a relationship with Jesus…
· Most of the people I have meet doing an outreach are on the 2 yard line
· They’ve got 98 yards to go for a touchdown
· Most have a LONG way to go before entering a relationship with Jesus
· I don’t have many plays in my book that go for 98 yards
ii.  All too often, when I’ve pushed too hard, too fast
· I get sacked or I the ball is fumbled
· And instead of gaining ground, I lose ground with the person
· But I have discovered that I can move the spiritual ball forward in their life 2, 3 or maybe even 5 yards at a time With a gentle nudge
· I’ve got a ton of 2-5 yard plays in my book
iii.  All the while trusting the Savior to get them across the goal line
· Just like he did for me
C. Honestly guys, It’s NOT my job to get people saved
a. And neither is it your job 
i.  The job title of Savior is fulfilled and He’s doing a GREAT job
· My Job is to love people into the Kingdom, 
· One God Touch at a time
· Now THAT’S outreach

III.  Types of Outreach
1.  I have done many types of outreaches over the years
A. We have done a few here
a. Most notably with: 
i.  The Upper Room Food Panty
ii.  And Operation Christmas Child
B. West Virginia 
a. We did all kinds of fun outreaches
i.  We enjoyed showing God’s love in simple and practical ways
b. Gave away free hot dogs and offered face painting in the local park
c. Made a couple dozen of our best homemade cookie recipes and delivered them to the local police and fire stations to thank them for their service 
d. Free car washes
e. We set up cleaning crews and visited all the gas stations in town asking if we could clean their bathroom
i.  Wow, the surprised looks we got!
· It was awesome
f. Simple acts of service
i.  Little God touches
· No agenda, no strings attached
C. Washington
a. We trained our people how to interpret dreams
i.  And how to give prophetic words to the unchurched
· Using non-religious language
b. Boat Races
i.  We set up a tent on the bank of the river with big red and white signs that read:
· Free Dream Interpretation
· Free Life Readings
· Our non-religious term for a prophetic word
ii.  Very first encounter
· Security guard’s girlfriend’s dancing with a vampire dream
iii.  Last encounter
· Families that eventually brought over the dads
· “You’re a good man, a very good man.”
c. County Fair
i.  1000 + encounters over a 5-6 day event
· Multiple teams plus intercessors scheduled throughout the day
· We rented a booth and put up our signs
· So many wonderful encounters
ii.  The guy who came back with his dad
· “I want you to hear what they said about you”
iii.  The psychic lady and her kids
iv.  Prophesying to Emily
· Months later she got engaged
· Her fiancé was sitting in the back of the church the morning I prophesied over her
· It was the first time he had visited us 
· Because of an encounter, he and his brother has with us at the county fair
v.  Dark angry woman
· Guy quoted a bible verse at her
· We lost ground on that one
vi.  First time we did this I made time on Sunday for people to share stories of their encounters
· We never did get to a sermon that day
· People were off-the-chart excited
· And they had FUN!
D. New York
a. We did some similar things in NY
i.  An amazing food pantry program
· We’d feed dozens of families a week
· Thousands of people a year
b. Spoon Coffee Shop
i.  Some people would come back week after week
· Girls sweet 16 party
· They all left with life readings

IV.  My Favorite Outreach is Prophetic Evangelism
1.  I love all the things we have done over the years and in different place
A. But personally, I love the prophetic evangelism stuff the best
a. The dream interpretation and “life reading” events
i.  If outreach is giving what we’ve got to who we can no strings attached…
· Well, I have prophetic stuff to freely give away
· It’s what I got

2.  Let me tell you a story of how I got involved with Prophetic Evangelism
A. For 8 years in WV I pastored many prophetic people
a. God bless them
i.  They were awesome
· But it was hard on me
· God used them to blow up my God box and propel me toward my destiny
B. By the time I got to WA I was pretty much done with the Gifts of the Spirit
a. I wanted to love God and love people
i.  If the gifts showed up fine, but I had no plan to push them
· God had different plans
b. Six months in, on a personal retreat God spoke to me
· He said to preach on the Fruit of the Spirit and invite three prophets to speak at my church
· Larry Randolph, John Paul Jackson and Paul Cain
· I actually remember struggling between Paul Cain and Bob Jones
· Paul Cain never came but Bob did
c. Six months after God spoke Larry did a conference for us
i.  And then came back with all his friends
· Bob Jones, Bobby Conner, Paul Keith Davis, and Don Potter lead worship
· It was amazing!
· And suddenly I the guy who was done with the gifts…
· was the pastor of the prophetic church in town
· Go figue
ii.  I remember thinking to myself that if I was going down this prophetic gifts path again… 
· I wanted to see the gifts operate outside the 4 walls of the church
C. On JPJ’s website
a. I had invited JPJ but at the time he was booked solid for two years
i.  Doug Addison blurb in the corner
· “Prophetic Evangelism Training
· I had no idea what it was but it sounded like taking the gifts outside the church
· AND I knew Doug!
· Doug came and rocked our church!
· Worship that final night almost collapsed that our church building
ii.  Monday morning I contacted Streams Ministries and scheduled all their classes
· A year or so later JPJ did come
· It all led us on a ten year journey deeper into dreams, visions and the prophetic
· And many, many, many prophetic evangelism outreaches
D. Burning Man
a. Streams would gather people from all over the US for high intensity outreach to the burning man festival
i.  50K plus in the Nevada desert for a week
· I went three times, Nadine joined me the last time
· First year we gave away 20K bottle of water
· and hope to the hopeless
ii.  It is an incarnational outreach
· The Jesus in us goes to them
· To where they are
· To be light in their darkness
· Water to their thirsty souls
· And be love to the unchurched an often the unloved
b. Encounter Tent and Coffee Dome
i.  Menu Board
· Dream Interpretation
· Life Readings
· Spiritual Cleansings
· Healing Touch
· Mother / Father Blessings
c. Some many powerful stories
i.  I am damned
ii.  Light in my eyes
iii.  Young Asian woman
iv.  I was the old wise papa on the team
· Often the most hurting and wounded young girls were sent to my teams
· Lives were touched, tears would flow, and hearts were healed
· Priceless memories of God touch after God touch
E. Let me end with this:
a. Guest book quotes:
i.  “Thank you so very much. I am leaving here feeling like a new and refreshed spirit.” ~ Sumeeta
ii.  “Dear Burning Man Spirit Dream Team your visions and readings lifted a lot of dead weight and dark matter off me. You have enlightened me and I feel I have a lot to look forward to! Thank you for the blessings.” ~ Powow

iii.  My destiny was stolen away from me and you restored it. Thank you for being an amazing part of my journey. ~ Nalper

iv.  These women looked right into my soul. I felt so emotional as if they were my family who has known me forever. They were dead on. ~ So much love, Linda

v.  To Ladybug and Ember – What a place I was in before your four piercing blue eyes; nervous – lost. But with your touch and soothing words, I’ve become untangled. You’ve freed me in a way I never anticipated, and my gratitude glows brightly and blindingly from within. I can feel that freedom you spoke of. It was dormant but now it’s awake and stirring – coaxing me to the next rung on the ladder. Thank you for 
our tremendous love and intuition. ~ Nasuna

vi.  I just had a beautiful healing with Sheila and Melody. I’ve had back pain for almost 10 years. They did a gentle, but miraculous healing on me. We cleared out old, old, negative energy. I feel completely free of physical and emotional pain and finally aligned with my destiny. Yay! ~ Love John

· There are dozens and dozens more, reports and feedback, just like these
· [bookmark: _GoBack]God touch, after God touch, after God touch

3.  Since I got here on PEI, it has been my desire to establish some of these types of outreaches
A. Wouldn’t that be great?
a. I hope these stories have whet your spiritual appetite
i.  Let’s pray


V.  Ministry Time
1.  Pray for creative inspiration
A. Outreaches here on PEI
2.  Words of knowledge
A. Please share
3.  Need prayer for anything at all
A. Please come forward
4.  Final song
