Gifts of the Spirit 13

I Intro
1. Open Bibles to Romans 12
A. Continue series on The Gifts of the Spirit

2. So far from 1 Corinthians 12 we have looked at 9 Gifts of the Spirit:
A. The Gifts of Discernment: The Eyes of God
a. Wisdom, Knowledge and Discernment
B. The Gifts of Power: The Hand of God
a. Faith, Healing and Miracles
C. The Gifts of Speech: The Mouth of God
a. Tongues, Interpretation of Tongues and Prophecy

3. Last Week 
A. We Began Looking at The Gifts of Passion: The Heart of God
a. Mercy, Encouragement and  Service
B. We’ve moved from 1 Corinthians 12 to Romans 12
a. Last week we focused on the Gift of Mercy
C. We Defined it:
a. The Gift of Mercy is a special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to feel genuine empathy and compassion for individuals.
i. This mercy is toward anyone (Christian or non-Christian) who suffer from distressing physical, mental, or emotional problems.
b. And then translate that compassion into cheerfully done deeds which reflect Christ’s love and alleviate the suffering.
i. This gift is a practical gift. 
ii. People with this gift find themselves taking action and helping those in need.
D. Explained its Purpose:
a. To alleviate suffering. It’s the practical action motivated by compassion, the heart of God.
E. Described How it Works:
a. The application may vary but I can identify three “steps or parts” if you will.
i. See – Feel – Act
· See the Need (naturally or supernaturally)
· Feel the Pain (compassion)
· Moved to Action (mercy)
F. Offered Four Biblical Examples from Matthew’s Gospel
a. Matthew 9:35-38 – 10:1
i. Jesus saw the crowd, was moved with compassion and he sent out his disciples to heal the sick and cast out demons.
b. Matthew 14:13
i. Jesus saw the crowd, had compassion and healed the sick.
c. Matthew 15:32
i. Jesus saw the crowd, was moved with compassion and multiplied loaves and fish to feed thousands.
d. Matthew 20:34
i. Jesus had compassion on a blind man and healed him, restoring his sight.

4. Today We’ll look at the Spiritual Gift of Encouragement
A. As usual we will…
a. We Defined it:
b. Explained its Purpose:
c. Described How it Works:
d. Offered some Biblical Examples:
B. We’ll end with ministry time
a. If you have spiritual eyes that see and ears that hear please begin listening to the Holy Spirit now.

5. Read & Pray Romans 12:3-8
A. 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.
B. Paul’s letter to the Romans was written a few years after his first letter to the Corinthians.
a. The description of the gifts as one body with many parts carries through both letters.


II Define The Gift of Encouragement:
1. The Gift of Encouragement is an anointing which enables us to infuse courage in others: in-courage.
A. The Gift of Encouragement motivates and offers clarity to the weak, tired or discouraged.
a. People with this gift are like vitamins or energy drinks to the body of Christ, the church.

III Purpose of The Gift of Encouragement:
1. The purpose of this gift is to motivate people toward love and good works.
A. Hebrews 10:24 “let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds”
a. By the way, what’s a spur?
b. Often encouragement is a pat on the back; occasionally it’s a little harder.

2. Encouragement often brings clarity, sharpens focus and strengthens the confused, the discouraged and the weary.
A. Galatians 6:9 “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”
a. People with the Spiritual Gift of Encouragement help us to NOT give up.
b. Have you ever wanted to quit?
c. Example: Pat Scully receiving a simple encouraging word at a Chinese restaurant story

IV How does the Gift of Encouragement Work?
1. People with this gift more readily see people who need to be encouraged.
A. There is a gravitational pull between the encourager and those in need of it.

2. Not only do they see but like the gift of Mercy they are moved with compassion and love for and toward those in need of encouragement.
A. They identify with the pain of discouragement
B. Often they can feel the weight of another’s discouragement in their own hearts.
C. And they HAVE to act.

3. Finally, they have the boldness to speak or act.
A. They speak an encouraging word.
B. They send a card… for no reason.
C. Sometimes they give personally meaningful gifts.
D.  Provides a meal or helps with a task
E. Prayer
F. Friendship, just being a friend
G. A hug
H. Sometimes people with the Spiritual Gift of Encouragement are able to offer the person in need wise counsel
I. Any word or action that communicates love, affirmation, dignity, respect and inspires hope.
4. Gary Chapman’s Classis 5 Love Languages
A. Physical Touch
B. Quality Time
C. Receiving Gifts
D. Acts of Service
E. Words of Affirmation
a. Those with the Spiritual Gift of Encouragement often identify with the love language “Words of Affirmation”
b. It’s what they like to receive and it what they love to freely give.
F. FYI - Nadine and I think there should be a 6th Love Language – FOOD!

5. Can be Structured or Spontaneous
A. Structured events or outreaches
a. Outreach story from Boats Races 
i. “You’re a good man, you’re a really good man”
B. Anywhere – Anytime
a. It’s like shooting fish in a barrel!
i. Everyone I know needs encouragement
ii. I can’t think of a single person whose encouragement tank is filled to overflowing.
iii. Life is hard, it beats us up and punches holes in our encouragement tank.
C. Trainees
a. Waitress, checkout counter, nurses, etc…
i. “You’re doing a great job”

6. Evidence that the Spiritual Gift of Encouragement has been at work:
A. The recipient leaves the encounter more hopeful
B. The recipient leaves the encounter motivated to go on
C. The recipient leaves the encounter a clearer sense of direction

7. These people are priceless
A. Everyone needs an encourager in their life.
a. I have known a few over the years
B. Shelagh Campbell is an excellent example of someone with the Spiritual Gift of Encouragement.
a. How many of you have heard and encouraging word or received a note on Facebook or a card in the mail from Shelagh.
b. I have many times and it’s always a boast to my day!

V Biblical Examples of the Gift of Encouragement:
1. The Greek word used for encouragement in Romans 12 means:
A. “To admonish, exhort, to console, to encourage, strengthen and to comfort.”
B. That reminds me of 1 Corinthians 14:3
a. “…the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouraging and comfort.”
b. There is a pointedly prophetic element to the spiritual gift of Encouragement.
C. To paraphrase Romans 4:17
a.  We speak what is not as though it is.
i. We speak light into darkness
ii. Life into death
iii. Hope into hopelessness
iv. And Divine destiny into those lost and wandering through life.
b. I live for this!
i. I can do it all day long!!

2. Barnabas in Acts 9:26-30
A. 26 When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he really was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus. 28 So Saul stayed with them and moved about freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 He talked and debated with the Hellenistic Jews, but they tried to kill him. 30 When the believers learned of this, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.
B. Back Story from Acts 9
a. Saul is a fiery opponent of the “The Way” (v.1-2)
b. Saul’s encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus (v.3-9)
c. Ananias sent by God to pray for Saul (v.10-19)
C. Saul has a dramatic transformation but still has a bad reputation (v.10-25)
a. “Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 20 At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 21 All those who heard him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this name? And hasn’t he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?” 22 Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Messiah. 23 After many days had gone by, there was a conspiracy among the Jews to kill him, 24 but Saul learned of their plan. Day and night they kept close watch on the city gates in order to kill him.25 But his followers took him by night and lowered him in a basket through an opening in the wall.”
D. Then Barnabas steps in
a. Barnabas sees and acts and things change (v.26-28)
i. 26 When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he really was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus. 28 So Saul stayed with them and moved about freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord.
E.  Saul have a visitation from Jesus
a. He heard the audible voice of God
b. He miraculously lost his sight and had it restored
c. He’s filled with the Holy Spirit
d. And yet he still needs someone with the Spirit Gift of Encouragement to open a way for him with the disciples in Jerusalem.
F. Why would the disciples in Jerusalem listen to Barnabas?
a. Acts 4:36-37
i. Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son of encouragement”), 37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ feet.
ii. Tell me, if his name was Joseph why did they call him son of encouragement?

3. The writer of Hebrews encourages us to encourage one another in Hebrews 10:24-25
A. And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another - and all the more as you see the Day approaching. (NIV)
B. The Message
a. Let’s see how inventive we can be in encouraging love and helping out, not avoiding worshiping together as some do but spurring each other on, especially as we see the big Day approaching.

4. Next Week: The Gift of Service


VI Ministry Time
1. Who needs encouragement today?
A. Please stand
B. Let’s Pray
